
  Light of the Northern Plains 
Presbytery of the Northern Plains                                                       June 2015 

 

WEALTHY . . .  OR WISE?  
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

     In three of the Gospels we read about a rich young man, 

Luke calls him a ruler. He was probably a member of an 

official council. He obviously worked to obtain his riches, or 

maybe not, perhaps he inherited his wealth. Either way, he was considered 

wealthy and he was not willing to part with it. He approached Jesus and 

asked, “What must I do to be saved? How do I inherit eternal life?” Jesus 

reminded him about the commandments that prohibit wrong actions and 

attitudes against others, the relational commandments. The young ruler 

was feeling quite satisfied with himself. “That is easy, I can attain eternal 

life, all I have to do is keep the commandments. I have done this...I'm in.” 

I don't think the young man was smug. He came to Jesus earnestly. We are 

told he came on his knees. Jesus didn't lecture him; he points to the Torah, 

the Jewish law, and simply states what he must do. The young man had 

kept the commandments; he thought that was the end of the discussion. 

     My dad was a religious man. He attended church, sang in the choir for 

years, kept the commandments, was a man of wealth. Yet, late in his long 

life, he asked me a very similar question. “How do I know if I am saved?” 

His question could just as easily have been, “How do I inherit eternal 

life?” The young man thought outward evidence of commandment 

keeping was all that was necessary. As did my dad. They weren't aware of 

the inner obedience that was also necessary. They needed to rely on God, 

not themselves. 

     Jesus looked at the young man and loved him! (Mark 10:21) He didn't 

condemn him for questioning. I think Jesus lovingly said, “You have kept 

the commandments, but there is one thing you lack.” Little did the young 

man know what the next words would be. “Go and sell everything you 

have and give to the poor.” Wow! What a bombshell! The man's face 

paled, he stood up and walked away. He liked the things his money 

bought. He was not unlike my dad. The disciples murmured, “Who can be 

saved?” Jesus answered, “With God all things are possible.” 

     What do we do with this scripture? There are mortgages to pay, bills 

are due, college to fund, retirement to plan for. Sell everything? Become 

like St. Francis and have dinner with the birds under the sky? This passage 

makes me uncomfortable. It makes me uneasy. But I think it is supposed 

to. If not, perhaps we aren't listening closely enough. 

     In his book, Disappointment with God, Philip Yancy included a story 

that helped me understand the encounter Jesus had with the young man. 

Yancy was interviewing a man named Douglas. Douglas's wife was 

seriously ill, and Douglas had been in a car accident and had suffered a 

brain injury. This left him unable to work full days. He was forgetful and 

had vision problems. Philip watched as Douglas laboriously ate his meal. 

He asked Douglas, “Tell me about your disappointment with God.” 

Douglas thought for a long time. “I don't feel any disappointment with 

God at all. The reason is this. I learned through my wife's illness, and my 

accident, not to confuse God with life. I am upset, and I have grief and 

anger. But I believe God feels the same way, grieved and angry. I have 

learned to see beyond the physical reality in this world to the spiritual 

reality.” 

PRAYER 

CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

Cory Kisslinger, wife of Steve 

Kisslinger a former minister member of 

the Presbytery of the Northern Plains, 

passed away.  Please keep Steve and the 

Kisslinger family in your prayers. 
 

Please pray for the following 

individuals as they recover from 

surgery: 

 John Bergh, Ruling Elder at the 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Hallock, MN, had open heart 

surgery on May 20th at the 

University of Minnesota Hospital.  

 Barb Ault, Trained Ruling Elder 

and member of the Cavalier 

Presbyterian Church, was recently 

diagnosed with uterine cancer and 

had surgery on May 22.   

 Ellen Misialek, Ruling Elder from 

the Knox Presbyterian Church of 

Minto, had back surgery on May 

15.  
 

Please lift up in prayer those displaced 

from their homes by natural disasters in 

the United States and all over the world, 

those in need of basic supplies, and 

those who are working to offer 

assistance. Pray that conditions improve 

so that delivery of much needed relief 

supplies can reach their distribution 

points. 
 

Please pray that God’s love will work 

through us, our churches, our 

communities, and our world for peace, 

compassion, and justice for all. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in 

your prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations 

would like a prayer concern/joy to be sent out to 

the Presbytery, please contact the office at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If 

the request is on behalf of someone else, please 

check with them before requesting. 
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     Even if we are only observers to such life changing events, we also are changed. We are hit in the face with the frailties 

of life. 

     What does this have to do with Jesus and the question from the young ruler, or the question from my dad that I needed 

to answer? I think Jesus wants us to do the same thing that Douglas learned to do. Look beyond the physical reality to the 

spiritual reality. All the physical stuff in our lives, possessions, all the money we spend on them...none of it lasts forever. 

And any of it can disappear in a day. The physical passes away. Only the spiritual remains. Jesus wants us to travel light, 

carry less, put less emphasis on things, and more on love and relationships. Love of God, love of his creation, love of 

friends, neighbors, family. Love takes up no space in the suitcases we carry. It takes up no space in our garages. Love is 

what counts. Love is all that matters. The only thing we can take with us is the depth and quality of our love for others. I 

hope eventually that the young ruler realized what Jesus was saying, and I hope he found peace and had assurance of his 

eternal life with God. I know my dad found peace before he died. Sell everything and give love. Don't put so much value 

on what you have amassed. Let love be your focus, and let the rest go. 
 

PNP YOUTH BALANCE IT ALL 
By: Ashley Tangen, Youth Connection Team Member and Christian Educator Director at First Presbyterian Church of Bismarck 

      For the past few months the Youth Connect team has been talking, planning, and 

waiting for the Annual Youth Spring Retreat at Crystal Springs Camp near Medina, 

North Dakota. We put together a theme, discussed schedules, and patiently waited for 

the weekend to come. Finally, this past May 1
st
-3

rd
, it happened. Fifteen fun, energetic, 

excited Christian youth, met from all over North Dakota, for a weekend at Crystal 

Springs.  

    Our weekend’s theme was “Balancing it All,” discussing how to balance school, 

clubs, family, friends, and especially how to keep God at the center of all that keeps us 

busy. Throughout the weekend we had many discussions about how we can make faith our priority and put God at the 

center of our lives. This topic isn’t specific only to teenagers. It’s important for all of us to look into our daily lives and 

see where we can fit in God in the busyness that takes over our days. 

     It’s not just the theme that we covered. Crystal Springs Camp is an amazing facility, with plenty of options for fun! 

Our kids quickly took over the Gaga Pit and 9 Square games. We played games in the field, 

spent time on the rock wall and roller skate rink. The biggest highlight for the teens was the 

new high-ropes element. A daring climb and a big fall was the element, with each climb 

leading to an amazing outlook of the prairie and lake nearby. It is a beautiful area, with lots 

of great opportunity for groups to enjoy.  

     This was Bismarck’s first time joining the youth retreat, and was a first time for a lot of 

our kids that attended as well. We had a variety of ages represented, but each kid seemed to 

enjoy the weekend greatly. I’m sure every year of this retreat looks different-different kids, 

different number of youth attending, different personalities. Well, this year was 

special. Fifteen kids got to know each other and share. Fifteen kids got to let their 

guard down and see where their priorities are with their faith and 15 kids were able to appreciate God in all His beauty.  

     This retreat was an absolutely wonderful time, with a lot of fun had by all. I personally can’t wait to bring more kids 

next April, and am trying to find a way for our youth, and church, to utilize the great space of Crystal Springs just nearby 

Medina.  

WHEN A PASTOR LEAVES A CHURCH 
By: Teaching Elder Mary Holtey, member of the Committee of Ministry 

     At the last Presbytery meeting at First Presbyterian Church of  Grand Forks, the Committee on 

Ministry (COM) made a motion to amend P-7.0200 Separation Ethics: When Pastor and 

Congregation say Goodbye.  The motion, after an additional amendment, was approved by the 

body.  Since the meeting, concerns have been raised, particularly about adult children who stay in the 

area after their “pastor parent” has moved. 

     When a pastor leaves a church and community, on occasion his/her family needs to stay behind for a certain amount of 

time.  The revised policy says “…When a pastor leaves the church, the spouse and minor children should leave as well.”  

It is difficult for a church to move on when a pastor’s family remains in the congregation.  The main concern is about the 

TRANSITION to new ministry, not forever.  For grown children who wish to stay in the community indefinitely, they, 

too, may wish to refrain from a leadership role until a new pastor is installed and settled, but not forever.   

     If you have a specific situation for which you seek guidance, please contact COM moderator Jim Skaret, or past COM 

moderator Mary Holtey.  COM’s desire is to provide smooth transitions between ministries and to care for pastors and 

their families. 

Two youth mastering the  

high-rope course. 



FALL FESTIVAL PLANNED TO AID  

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN  
By: Ruling Elder Karen Tankersley, member of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks 

      The North-East Ministry Region of 

our Presbytery has chosen Feed My 

Starving Children as the focus for 

2016. They will be hosting a Fall 

Festival meal on Saturday, September 

19, 2015, at Mendenhall Presbyterian 

Church, East Grand Forks, MN. The 

time and cost per meal has not been 

decided. There will be food, entertainment, and a silent 

auction. All congregations in the region are encouraged to 

participate by volunteering, donating, and attending. 

Proceeds raised will be donated to Feed My Starving 

Children.   

     Then next April (2016) volunteers from the churches 

in the North-East Ministry Region will assist in packing 

meals. This is a once-a-year project that volunteers can 

help feed the hungry around the world. This is an 

important mission in the world as it provides emergency 

essentials throughout many parts of the world where 

children are going hungry. Due to drought, natural 

disasters, extreme poverty or other factors, sometimes 

people simply cannot find enough food to survive. 

Mothers are forced to tell their children they have no 

food. That’s where you and Childcare Worldwide come 

in by providing someone’s basic survival needs until their 

lives can be restored.  

      The Survival Pak program provides emergency 

essentials throughout many parts of the world.  Each 

Survival Pak costs only $30, and it provides enough 

food and other essentials to help a family for a whole 

month! A typical Survival Pak contains staple foods such 

as: rice, lentils, beans, corn flour, canned vegetables, 

coffee, sugar, and soap. 

      Imagine saving an entire family for the cost of one 

meal at a restaurant! Look for opportunities to volunteer 

to help with a variety of tasks for the Fall Festival. 

Remember to mark your calendars!  

 

  SYNOD EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES  
     The Synod of Lakes and Prairies is seeking 

applications for three positions: stated clerk, director of 

financial services, and director of leadership 

development. The searches are taking place to fill the 

void left by the upcoming retirement of two longtime 

synod employees: Diana Barber, associate executive for 

leadership development, and Jay Wilkinson, stated clerk 

and treasurer. The two director positions will be full time 

while the stated clerk position will be part time. Complete 

position descriptions, along with information regarding 

application procedures, can be found at: 

http://www.lakesandprairies.org/ServiceOpportunities 

 REGIONAL GATHERINGS 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these gatherings 

and join with one another.  The more we get together the 

stronger our connections grow; the more our knowledge of 

one another, the more we care for and our love for one 

another can flourish; and the more good we can to do God’s 

glory. Watch for future details of the gatherings below: 

 

North-East Ministry Region 

September 19 – Fall Festival Fundraiser  

April 2016 – Volunteering to pack food for Feed My 

Starving Children 

 

North-West Ministry Region 

October 2015 – Fall Festival at Devils Lake, ND 

October 23 – Planning Meeting at Glencoe Sloan Memorial  

 

South-Central Ministry Region 

July or August – Camping at Grand Rapids Park 

October 23 – Planning Meeting at Glencoe Sloan Memorial  

 

South-East Ministry Region 

August 2015 – Picnic at a park in Fargo 

September 2015 – Day at the Zoo 

October 23 - Planning Meeting at Glencoe Sloan Memorial  

December 2015 – Concordia Christmas Concert 

 

South-West Ministry Region  

July 12 – Joint Worship in the Sertoma Park (Bismarck) 

October 22 or 23 – Pumpkin Patch 

January 2015 - Ice Skating at Glencoe Sloan Memorial 

April 2016 – Planning Meeting 

 

      If you would like to know more about any of the above 

mentioned gatherings, or you have suggestions/ ideas for 

your region please contact Alissa Anderson, Administrator 

for Connections and Records, at 701-772-0783 or 

pnpmission@gmail.com.  
 

 MINISTRY REGION MAP 

 

Check out the map below, to see what region your 

congregation is located in: 

 
Still unsure, please contact the Presbytery office or go to: 

http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/#!ministry-

regions/c9oy 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CJVgB9mKf6KJS1PBUJh5Fb40_CFjvkUIYgnJ_NYJEtTRfsi0RcKuS0x8XjVic9K44Ro_PLcogAoDANoyY2DgoPzk3xuXDuxoN7Z8jKAu-XdEKnlFkjoMlXqcklyIHM7Jk2-C1p6FG-JLtrr-g9Au-NPc_L5XQk0YwrGqh0jUiuycOY6jwvWo4A==&c=q2TS9c5RvT7Zw8DdIxJfM-kuNjpebrUwSv-HLOdFvLpQoZvjDsUIsg==&ch=chl3EbshilozCvwxhvUVXz0giMoN8fpSI1jotWHJCK9pSzBGnalRoA==
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/ServiceOpportunities
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Presbytery’s Calendar 

     
    June 3 Nominating Committee 

conference call 

    June 8 Staff meeting, office 

    June 9 Committee on Ministry 

conference call  

    June 13 June Bug Run 

    June 14 1
st
 – Minot installation service 

for newly elected Elders 

    June 16 Moderator conference call 

    June 18 Council conference call 

    July 4  Independence Day 

    July 12 SW Joint Worship Service 

    July 14 Committee on Ministry 

conference call 

    July 16 Council conference call 

    Sept 7 Labor Day, office closed 

    Oct 23-24 Fall Presbytery Meeting at 

Glencoe Sloan Memorial, rural 

Bismarck 

 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The Presbytery summer office hours will be 

Monday thru Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

from Memorial Day weekend until Labor Day 

weekend.  Due to flexible schedules and 

reduced staffing during the summer, please call 

before stopping by to make sure someone will 

be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the 

Northern Plains electronically?  You can by sign-

ing up for the paperless edition. It costs nothing. 

To sign up, simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com 

and request to be put on the electronic newsletter 

list. 
 

 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Donna Preston, 

Ashley Tagen, Mary Holtey, Hazel Merdink, 

Alissa Anderson, and Laurie Elhard 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO SERVE 
By: Hazel Merdink, Nominating Committee of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      Often times we don’t recognize the skills 

that God has given us to use for the benefit of 

God’s church. You are invited to reflect upon 

the gifts and skills you have and the gifts and 

skills you see in others that would build up our 

mission and ministry together. You are then 

invited to share your name and the names of 

others with the Presbytery of the Northern 

Plains Nominating Committee. 

      The following are committees and representative positions opening 

in 2016: 

 Committee On Ministry (COM);  

 Committee for Preparation of Ministry (CPM);  

 Committee on Representation (COR);  

 Self-Development of People (SDOP);  

 Session Records Committee;  

 Clearwater Forest Representative;  

 Synod Delegate YAD (start in May 2016);  

 General Assembly Delegate and Alternates.  

The Presbytery has two Youth Advisory Delegate (YAD) positions to 

be filled: one at the Synod and the other at the General Assembly level. 

A YAD is a person who is between the ages for 17 and 23. 

     In addition, the time has come to elect Ruling Elder and Teaching 

Elder commissioners and alternates for the 2016 meeting of General 

Assembly. According to Presbytery’s policy (P-6.0104 III C 1-4) this is 

a self-referral to the nominating committee.  It requires a written 

statement that describes the desire, qualifications, and sense of being 

called to serve the Presbytery as a commissioner; listing of service in 

the Presbytery and other governing bodies; and the nominee’s 

availability to report to Presbytery. Please help us spread the word about 

this wonderful opportunity by placing this information in your 

newsletter. 

  

HISTORIC BDECAN FRIENDS 
     You are invited to the 2nd Annual Historic Bdecan Friends Day on 

Saturday, August 29, 2015, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Bdecan 

Presbyterian Church. This is a family friendly event. Plans are still in 

the works but there will be games, food, and entertainment. If you have 

never been to Bdecan before, now's the time to come and check out 

what's happening. If you have been here before, it will be another fun 

day to participate in.  Plan to attend. 

 

PRESBYTERY MEETING DATES 
    Mark your calendars, the Fall meeting will be held 

on October 23 & 24, 2015, at Glencoe Sloan Memorial 

(rural Bismarck).  Please plan on staying in the 

Bismarck/Mandan area and driving out to the church.   

In addition, the following dates have been set for the 

2016 Presbytery meetings: 

 Spring/Annual meeting will be held on April 1 & 2, 2016.  

Location to be determined. 

 Fall meeting will be October 14 & 15, 2016. Location to be 

determined. 
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