
Light of the Northern Plains 
Presbytery of the Northern Plains                                                     December 2016 

 

ATTENTATION ALL CONGREGATIONAL 

NOMINATING COMMITTEES 
     The Presbytery of the Northern Plains is 

beginning the process for moving from a 

committee structure to the newly approved pod 

structure.  The new structure depends on 

significant participation from every congregation.  

Therefore, each session is encouraged to elect a Ruling Elder from 

their congregation as a Presbytery Commissioner to serve at least a 

one-year term, preferably a three-year term, at the Presbytery level. 

     The responsibility of the Presbytery Commissioner is to attend the 

two stated Presbytery meetings which will be held on April 21-22, 

2017, at Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo (ND) and 

October 6-7, 2017, at First Presbyterian Church of Hallock (MN). In 

addition, commissioners might be asked to aid in additional pod tasks 

as needed.   

     Please submit your delegate names by January 31, 2017, to the 

Presbytery office. Start your nominating process now so you can meet 

this deadline. Watch for emails and paper mailings as more 

information will be sent out to each session about this request, 

hopefully by late December.  

 

REVISITING THE MANGER 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      Advent, the Latin translation is “the coming.” In this case, “the 

coming” is the anticipated Messiah. For several generations God's 

people anticipated the coming Messiah. In Isaiah 9:2-7 we read of a 

coming child who will reign. Verse 2 speaks of a great light. The 

Messiah and his salvation would be a great light for the Gentiles. In 

Hebrew, each of the four throne names of the Messiah consists of two 

elements. 
 

“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 

 

That is quite the description of one whose arrival we are anticipating. 

The promised Messiah. The Messiah was to be fully human, fully 

God. We know the end of the story. We know the baby became a 

king. We know he was God incarnate. We know he was sent to show 

us the way to life eternal. We know the ending. 

      But, we need to revisit the beginning each year. We need the 

Advent time. Just as a woman's body needs time to prepare to deliver a baby, we need time to prepare our hearts for THIS 

baby. We need each advent season to revisit the manger and understand its meaning. 

        When God became man, he didn't come into our lives as a conquering king. He arrived as a baby. Mary had to 

prepare herself to give birth. She used the time of her pregnancy to ponder the things that the angel had told her. I think 

she must have had many questions and fears, but she trusted God to use her to bring forth his promised Savior. Not only 

did Mary ponder and pray, she also prepared for her baby by gathering all she would need for her baby's care. Mary's 

mother was probably in the thick of the preparations also, as she was perhaps protective of her young daughter who was 

preparing for her first child. She was probably quite concerned when Joseph planned to take Mary to Bethlehem. Can't 

you imagine the conversation? 

Continue on next page. 

PRAYER JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

JoAnn Warren Cory, wife of Teaching 

Elder Darrel Cory, passed away on 

November 21, 2016. Please keep the Cory 

family in your prayers. 
 

Please pray for our lives to be lived in 

grateful praise through our words and 

actions; for our mission personnel all 

around the world; for pastors who are 

facing health problems; for comprehensive 

immigration reform; for the unity of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
 

Please pray that God’s love will work 

through us, our churches, our communities, 

and our world for peace, compassion, and 

justice for all. 
 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of 

the Presbytery and the church in every time 

and place as we move forward in God’s 

service. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations would 

like a prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the 

Presbytery, please contact the office at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If the 

request is on behalf of someone else, please check 

with them before requesting. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office will be closing on 

December 22, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. and will 

reopen on January 3, 2017. We hope you 

have a safe and a blessed Christmas and a 

happy New Year! 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


Anna: “You're taking her where?” 

Joseph: “To Bethlehem.” 

Anna: “Where??? Why???” 

Joseph: “I have to register and Mary needs to come. I want to spare her the 

gossiping gossips who will pinpoint the birth date. We're not married, you 

know.” 

Anna: “I KNOW! You're going to make her walk? She IS pregnant!” 

Joseph: “I'll try to find a donkey.” 

Anna: “Oh,THAT'S comfortable for her. She needs her mother.” 

        Well, you can imagine the rest of the conversation. But Joseph and Mary had heard the angel and they trusted and 

believed. They were full of hope for their child. They worshiped the God of things that were and are and will be. We 

worship the same God who was, who is, and who is yet to be. We look to the future. We look for the day when God's 

peace will reign. 

      Advent is the season of hope. We no longer anticipate the arrival of a baby; we anticipate the arrival of a conquering 

king. We anticipate the 2nd coming of the baby born in a manger over 2000 years ago. He has outgrown the manger and 

swaddling clothes and now wears the crown of a king and is clothed in splendor. 

       Yes, each year we revisit the manger knowing that advent and our Christian faith are future oriented. Hoping for the 

future is the hope of advent. It is a realistic hope because the one true God is the God who holds the future. God is calling 

us into his planned future. He uses prophets and people from every generation to tell us the advent story. God himself is 

the story. He is the song. He began the New Testament song in a manger, a manger that holds our faith, a manger 

overflowing with hope, a manger full of God's promises and plans. Plans to give us a hope and a future. 

      These coming weeks of advent, may you know the hope that began in a manger and may you live as Christians who 

know the one who holds the future. 

 

JASON RICHARDS TO SERVE PORTAL 
    Welcome Jason Richards who will be serving the St. Paul’s International 

Pastoral Charge, which includes the First Presbyterian Church of Portal, ND. 

Here is a little about Jason in his own words:  

“I was born and raised in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  My parents are 

Bruce and Marg, and I have one sister, Tracy.  My wife, Young Seo & 

I, currently reside in Estevan, Saskatchewan. I have always been 

involved in the church, and I have very fond memories growing up at 

McClure United in Saskatoon.  As I hit my 20s, I began to feel God’s 

call to ministry.  When I say that story, my earlier minister loves to 

point out that when I was six years old I created a bulletin and played 

‘church’ with my neighbor.  So maybe the Call has been there for a 

while, but I didn’t notice it until my 20s!   I began my discernment 

process, and enrolled in St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon.  As the first 

year ended, I went before Conference for my inquirer’s interview.  

After my studies, they would choose my first church appointment.  They informed me that coming from the largest 

United Church in Saskatchewan, they were going to send me to the smallest and most remote one they could find.  

Well, that they did it.  I was terrified and I left school.  I went to try to experience town life, and moved to 

Humboldt, SK.  I helped with a youth group there, and had my first opportunity to partake in some mission trips 

to Vancouver and Mexico.  After a year, I began taking pulpit supply at the neighboring towns, as they had no 

minister.  When the youth group wound down, I applied for their vacancy, and much to my surprise I was hired!    

I had a year and a half working in Quill Lake / Watson, and absolutely loved it . . . (at this point, I return to 

school) I had no sooner walked in the door than the opportunity to study for a semester in Seoul, Korea, was put 

in my lap!  I leaped at the chance, and had an amazing semester with students from throughout Asia. Living in 

another country was a blessed experience, and I hope to someday go back and continue my ministry in Seoul.   I 

also met Young during this semester abroad.    I returned to Canada after, finished most of my studies, and 

returned to Korea again; this time for the World Council of Churches in Busan, South Korea.  It was absolutely 

amazing. With my studies almost done, internship was next up for me.  I led four bible studies, a mission 

preparation course, and my main English Children’s worship service.  It was very busy, but I would never take it 

back for anything. I finished my internship, and took my first appointment in Estevan, where we currently reside.  

Young and I are expecting our first child this January!  We love life in southern Saskatchewan, and hope to make 

it our home for years to come.”  

Young Seo and Jason Richards sending 

greeting. 



PER CAPITA, MISSION AND 2017 DEIFICIT BUDGET!?! 
By: Ruling Elder Ellen Misialek, Chair of Budget and Finance Committee 
       At the Presbytery meeting in Rolla in October, the budget for 2017 was approved and the Per 

Capita (PC) Apportionment was set at $44 per person.  Each church’s PC is based on the number of 

members each church reported on December 31, 2015.  The Presbytery is recommending the 

following percentage for Shared/Unified Mission Support: 15 % each for General Assembly (GA) 

Mission and Synod of Lakes and Prairies Mission and 70% for Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

(PNP) Mission. However, a session can choose to use a different formula.  In addition, 

reimbursement guidelines for meals, motels, and mileage were approved. 

      The budget that was approved forecasts a deficit at year end—meaning that the money that is generated in 2017 will 

not cover the anticipated expenses. The deficit will be covered by the use of money that the Presbytery has in reserve. 

     The strategy of using money in reserve will work only in the short term.  In the long term, the Presbytery will need to 

evaluate its sources of income—per capita, unified mission, Synod support, return on investments and miscellaneous.  The 

Presbytery will also need to consider the expenses—personnel, office, administrative, committee, ministry teams and 

regions, and pledges to Bdecan, Clearwater Forest, and Jamestown University.   

     Presbyterians value their part in a connectional church—the Presbyterian Church (USA).  We support the shared 

ministry and governance of a denomination that includes individuals, congregations, presbyteries, synods and the General 

Assembly.   When you pay your per capita to the Presbytery, you set in motion a means by which PNP is able to support 

the Synod of Lakes and Prairies and the General Assembly.  When you withhold paying your per capita, the result is that 

PNP is required by the Book of Order to pay your share to 

the Synod and GA. This ultimately reduces the amount 

remaining in the Presbytery for it to do its work.  Please 

give careful and prayerful thought to the action you take 

regarding your per capita assessment!  Please also take note 

that one of our Presbytery’s sources of income is Synod 

support—much of what we pay to the Synod comes back to 

us in various forms of financial support.   

     This is the time of year when congregations are 

considering their budgets for 2017.  In addition to the 

specific ministries your congregation supports, please give 

extra thought to increasing the amount you designate for 

Unified Mission.  This is a large part of the income that 

comes to the Presbytery and is used to support the many 

shared ministries of the PNP.   

     Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we share 

a portion of our “treasure” in support of the Presbytery of 

the Northern Plains and the Presbyterian Church (USA)! 

 

END OF YEAR TO DO LIST 
By: Ruling Elder Lana Schultz, former chair of the Session Records Committee 
     The Session Records Committee wants to remind clerks of session and moderators of some items to include in your 

session's agenda before the end of the year: 

1. Elect church treasurer, clerk of session, and Presbytery commissioner. (G-3.0205, G-3.0104, & G-3.0202) 

2. Conduct the deacons' annual review. (G-2.0202) 

3. Approve the statistical report for your church (G-3.02) 

4. Appoint an auditor or financial person to review the church's financial records.  (G-3.0113) 

5. Prepare and adopt a budget.  (G-3.0205) 

6. Report on the reading of session's records from September or October. (Policy 6.0108) 

7. Set an annual meeting date and storm date for 2017. (G-1.0501) 

8. Consider starting each session meeting with devotions as part of continuing education. 

9. Be sure you have adopted and implemented a sexual misconduct policy. (G-3.0106) 

10. Insure you have adequate property and liability insurance for facilities, programs, staff and officers. (G-3.0112) 

      The Session Records Committee welcomes your questions, suggestions and concerns. The Presbytery office, at 701-

772-0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com, can put you in contact with Stated Clerk Michael Lochow, committee chair 

Vicki Bunker, or committee members Denise Olson or Dorothy Bergh.  

2017 PER CAPITA 
      2017 Per Capita was approved at the October 

Presbytery Meeting. The per capita apportionment is 

based on the funds necessary for the Presbytery/ 

Synod/General Assembly to do their essential 

ecclesiastical work. 

       2017 Per Capita Apportionment breakdown is: 

General Assembly                     $   7.50  

Synod of Lakes & Prairies        $   5.30 

Northern Plains Presbytery       $ 31.20 

Total 2017 Per Capita           $ 44.00   

      The Presbytery office has a free brochure which 

will help individuals understand the fundamentals of 

Per Capita and Unified mission.  If you would like 

to receive a copy, please contact the office at 701-

772-0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


RULING ELDER & OFFICER TRAINING 
       Ruling Elder and Officer training 

will be held on February 18, 2017. The 

training will be start at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Federated Presbyterian Church of 

Grafton This event is open to all ruling 

elders (newly elected or otherwise) and 

officers of any Presbytery of the 

Northern Plains (PNP) congregation. The event is sponsored by 

the North-West Ministry Region. 

      You won’t want to miss this catchy and innovative training led 

by the Rev. Spencer Homan for all Ruling Elders! In addition, 

there will be breakout sessions for Treasurer’s and Clerks of 

Session led by the Presbytery of the Northern Plains Treasurer 

Walter Knipe, and Stated Clerk Michael Lochow This is a great 

time to catch up with others from neighboring churches or even 

within your church. 

     If your new to leadership or if you just would like a refresher, 

we hope to see you there! This is a great time to ask the questions 

that you have and to learn about different resources there are in the 

Presbytery or with each other.  

     Please RSVP by February 10, 2017, to Alissa Anderson at 701-

772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  
 

REGIONAL EVENTS YOU WILL 

NOT WANT TO MISS! 
     A couple of weeks ago the North-

West and the South-East Ministry 

Regions gathered to plan future 

gatherings. In addition to sharing 

laughter, they come up with some 

wonderful event opportunities and hope you can attend: 

 Special Deliver Christmas Concert at the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church of Devils Lake on December 18, 

2016, starting at 4:00 p.m. This is a wonderful concert that 

is highly attended by those in the community and there 

will be a light lunch provided at the intermission.  

 Progress Dinner/Holiday Party to be held in January 2017 

in the Fargo/Moorhead area. More details to come soon. 

 Fargo/Moorhead Marathon Aid Station (May 20, 2017). 

Come and cheer on the runners and have a delightful 

fellowship time too. 

Please be sure to share the information with everyone in your 

congregation. Events are open to everyone! 

     Missed the planning gathering but your congregation has 

an upcoming event, you are encouraged to send event 

information to the Presbytery office. The Presbytery office 

will attempt to spread the information throughout the 

Presbytery in its weekly email.  If you would like to know 

more about any of the above mentioned gatherings, or your 

congregation has an event you would like publicized, please 

contact Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections and 

Records, at 701-772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   Dec 7 Enactment Task Force meeting  

   Dec 11 University of Jamestown Annual 

Christmas Concert 

   Dec 13 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Dec 15 Council cc 

   Dec 23-Jan 2  Christmas and New Year 

Holidays, Office closed 

   Jan 10 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Jan 19  Council cc 

   Jan 31-Feb 2 COM/CPM Training 

   Feb 16 Council meeting 

   Feb 17-18 Youth Winter Retreat 

   Feb 18 Elder & Officer Training (pg 4) 

   March 9 Healthy Boundaries Training 

location TBA 

   April 21-22 Annual Presbytery Meeting at 

Community Presbyterian Church 

of West Fargo 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian 

community which nourishes ministry and 

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 
Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors: Lana Schultz, Jason Richards, Sylvia 

Pringle, Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and 

Laurie Elhard. 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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