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PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS 

ONE HUNDRED and SIXTEENTH STATED MEETING 
April 21-22, 2017 

Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo, North Dakota 

 

The Presbytery of the Northern Plains of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) held 

its stated meeting at Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo, North 

Dakota, on April 21-22, 2017, beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Teaching Elder Donna Monteith 

with worship (which included celebration of Communion and reading of the 

2016 Necrology, Appendix 1).  The worship service was led by the Reverends 

Deanna Reikow and Catherine B. Bishop and Commissioned Ruling Elder Kevin 

Kaufmann. 

 

The roll was taken by means of registration forms filled out by the attendees.  

The following Teaching Elders were present unless otherwise noted: P – Present; 

E – Excused; A – Absent; HR – Teaching Elders Honorably Retired, excused if 

absent; LOB – Teaching Elders laboring outside the bounds of the Presbytery, 

excused if absent.  (Numbers preceding Teaching Elders’ names are 

ecclesiastical occupational designations.) 

 

TEACHING ELDERS  (23) 
 

Teaching Elders Church   Meeting  # 

        1    2 

 151 Banwart, Judy (UMC)  Rolla/St. John   P  

 299 Billings, Dan     P  

 101 Bishop, Catherine  West Fargo   P  

 101 Boyar, Robert  Jamestown   P  

 108 Burger-Peery, Deborah Minot   P  

 299 Christman, David (HR)    E  

 105 Cory, Darrel  Redeemer Lutheran P  

 501 Danielson, Cheri  Heart of Prairie  E  

 501 Danielson, Marlin  Heart of Prairie  E  

 101 Dill, Robin   Minto/Grafton   P  

 797 Dumont, Trudy  Devils Lake/Webster P  

 797 Eddy, Robyn     E  

 797 Edwards, Bob     A  

 644 Emerson, Nancy  NDSU   E  

 299 Graf, Gretchen (HR)     E  

 299 Graham, Ron (HR)     E  

 101 Henschen, Paul  Ellendale   P  

 103 Holtey, Mary  Fargo   P   

 101 Homan, Spencer  Grand Forks   P  
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 Teaching Elders Church   Meeting  # 

    1    2 

 151 Kana-Mackey, Sue (UMC)    Langdon   P  

 101 Kargard, Richard (HR)    E  

 299 Kincaid, Jacob (HR)     E  

 101 Landwehr, Marjorie  Hallock   P  

 101 Lang, Paul  Fargo   P  

 299 Mansell, Henry (HR)     E  

 797 McCullough, Cheryl     A  

 797 McDowell, Martha     P  

 797 Meier, Mindy     A  

 101 Monteith, Donna  Grandin/Hunter  P  

 151 Olson, Steve (UMC) Oakes   A  

 701 Raum, Richard  Univ of Jamestown E  

 101 Reikow, Deanna  Mandan   P  

 108 Reiter, David  Bismarck   P  

 797 Rhoad, John     E 

 101 Ritchie, John  Mendenhall   P  

 701 Suk, Sungyoo (David) Hope Korean   P  

 503  Sveet, Elaine Luth Parish Rugby Leeds  P  

 299  Swanson, Joan (HR)     E  

 797  Watts, Gary      E  

 151  Werth, John   Pembina Cty Parish P  

 797  Wolpert, Dan     E  

 299  Woodford, Don (HR)     E  

 

 

The following churches were represented by Ruling Elders as indicated (E –

excused, ─ not represented, without excuse): (23) 

Angus, Angus-Tabor       ─ 

Argyle, Community Presbyterian        ─ 

Arvilla, Arvilla Presbyterian      Brenda Beck 

Baker, Westminster Presbyterian   Carolyn I. Peloubet    ─ 

Bismarck, First Presbyterian: (1)     Jim Skaret  

  (2)     Ella Gutzke 

Bismarck, Glencoe Sloan Memorial                                   Karen Macdonald  

Bottineau, United Parish         ─ 

Buffalo, First Presbyterian    Tammy Erickson 

Calvin, Glenila Presbyterian       ─ 

Casselton, Westminster Presbyterian   Lana Schultz  

Cavalier, Cavalier Presbyterian                      Zelda Hartje 

Colgate, Colgate Presbyterian                              ─ 

Cooperstown, First Presbyterian          Bev Campbell 

Crookston, First Presbyterian   Marlys Finkenbinder 

Devils Lake, Westminster Presbyterian          Marvin Mead 
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Dilworth, Dilworth Presbyterian       ─ 

East Grand Forks, Mendenhall         Hazel Merdink 

Edgeley, First Presbyterian       ─ 

Ellendale, Presbyterian- U Methodist   ─  

Emerado, Emerado Presbyterian        Sally Jacobson 

Fairview, Community Presbyterian       ─ 

Fargo, First Presbyterian (1)           Gracia Fulwiler 

  (2)           ─  

Fordville, Community Presbyterian       ─ 

Forest River, Community Presbyterian             ─ 

Gilby, Gilby Presbyterian            Vicki Bunker 

Grafton, Federated Church           Gale Fisher 

Grand Forks, First Presbyterian                               Karen Tankersley  

Grandin, Grandin Presbyterian   (Donna Preston) E 

Hallock, First Presbyterian            Dorothy Bergh 

Hamilton, First Presbyterian       Sharon Cummings 

Hannah, Hannah Presbyterian       ─ 

Hunter, First Presbyterian   (Murray Moen) E       

Inkster, Inkster Presbyterian         ─ 

Jamestown, United Presbyterian   Jackie Tarpinian  

LaMoure, First Presbyterian      Catherine J. Scheibe 

Langdon, Presbyterian Church of Langdon    Helen Saxlund 

Lisbon, First Presbyterian                 Dean Kirsch 

Mandan, First Presbyterian   ─  

Minot, First Presbyterian       Jane Holtzclaw 

Minto, Knox Presbyterian  Ellen Misialek  Moorhead, First Presbyterian               Erik Swee 

Moorhead, First Presbyterian          Erik Swee 

Nekoma, Nekoma Presbyterian           ─ 

Oakes, First Presbyterian        ─  

Park River, Federated Church       ─ 

Pillsbury, Baldwin       ─ 

Portal, First Presbyterian       ─ 

Red Lake Falls, First Presbyterian              Patty Purath  

Rhame, Lyle Presbyterian       ─ 

Rolla, Presbyterian Church of Rolla/St. John                               Melissa Berginski 

Rugby, Emmanuel United Church     ─ 

Steele, First Presbyterian       ─ 

Tower City, Tower City                                                                           Jane Pierce 

Towner, Towner Presbyterian    ─ 

Walhalla, Park Center-Walhalla    ─  

Watford City, First Presbyterian       ─ 

Webster, Webster Chapel                               Wayne Lindenberg 

West Fargo, Community Presbyterian  Boots Misheski    

Westhope First Presbyterian       ─ 

Wilton, First Presbyterian   ─  
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CANDIDATES/INQUIRERS 
Jane Holtzclaw 

 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 
None 

 

RULING ELDERS WITH VOICE AND VOTE 

Office          Name 

Bdecan MT/Presbyterian Women – Donna Preston (Grandin) - E 

Budget & Finance – Ellen Misialek (Minto) - P 

COM -  Steve Schroeder (Bismarck)  -  A 

COM  - CRE Kevin Kaufmann (Wilton) – P 

CO Nominations – Elizabeth Swee (Mhd) - P 

CO Rep/Former Moderator (2004) – Diane Wray Williams (Mhd) – P 

GA Commissioner/Former Moderator (2014-2016) – Sylvia Pringle (Jmst) – P 

Ministry Team Rep (Presb for Earth Care) – Cathy Scheibe (LaMoure) - P 

Ministry Team Rep (Chogoria) – Sharon Secor (Fargo) – E 

Presbyterian Women – Lana Schultz (Casselton) - P 

Synod Commissioner – Mary Barrett (East Grand Forks)  -  A 

 

COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS 
Paul Campbell – Moorhead - P 

Don Casmey – Argyle  -  A 

Kevin Kaufmann – Wilton -  P 

Rick Larson – Dilworth  -  A 

Nancy Legerski – P 

Lorelee Benz (Former Moderator - 2011) – Baker/Downer  -  P 

Bill Weispfenning (Former Moderator - 2002) – Jamestown  -  P 

 

FORMER MODERATORS 
(Not otherwise noted) 

Vicki Bunker – (Gilby) - 2006 

Darrel Cory (Redeemer Lutheran) - 2013 

Dixon Moorhead (West Fargo)  2007 

Mary Holtey (Fargo)  2010 

Deanna Reikow (Mandan) 2012 

 

NON-MEMBER PASTORS 
Sherri Frederikson (ELCA) (Cooperstown) 

Paul Keil (AOG) (Fordville/Park River) 

Karla Mickelson (ELCA) (Crookston) 

Juwle Nagbe (UMC) (Lisbon) 

Raenelle Sorenson (Arvilla/Emerado) 

Ron Warnes (ELCA) (Angus/Tabor) 

ROLL 
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Kara Wiechmann (ELCA) (Cooperstown) 

 

PRESBYTERY OFFICERS 
Walter Knipe - Treasurer 

Michael R. Lochow – Stated Clerk 

 

VISITORS  - (6) 

Alissa Anderson (Staff), Laurie Elhard (Staff), Marlin Jacobson (Emerado), 

Jamie Norstag (Watford City), Joe Obermeyer (Bdecan), and Rich Swartwood 

(Clearwater Forest). 

 

SUMMARY OF ATTENDANCE 

Classification Present Not Present  Excused 
Teaching Elders  22     5   15 

Commissioners   31    28     2 

Former Moderators    3 (7) 

Comm Ruling Elders    5    2     

Candidates/Inquirers    0(1) 

Corresponding Members    0 

Non-Member Pastors    7 

Presbytery Officers/R.Elders    5(9)    2     2 

Visitors   17____________________________ 

 Totals   90 (17) 37     19 

(Number in parenthesis is total number present; may be counted elsewhere) 

 

The clerk advised that a quorum was present and the Moderator declared a 

quorum present. A quorum as stated in the Bylaws, Article IV, B-4.0500 is as 

follows: a quorum of the Presbytery shall be any three teaching elder members 

and the ruling elder members present, provided that at least three particular 

churches are represented by elders. 

 

There were no corresponding members in attendance.  Voice was granted to Joe 

Obermeyer (Bdecan), Laurie Elhard, Alissa Anderson, Jane Holtzclaw, Jamie 

Norstag, John Ritchie, Karla Mickelson, Paul Campbell, and ministers serving 

pulpits in the Presbytery who are not members. First time commissioners and 

visitors were introduced. 

 

Welcome from the host church was offered by the Rev. Catherine Bishop. She 

spoke of the volunteering nature of the congregation. 

 

Erik Swee moved to approve the Consent Calendar and the reports of the 

following individuals and committees, if any, on the Consent Calendar, were 

approved: Committee on Ministry, Committee on Preparation for Ministry, 

Committee on Representation, Council – Budget and Finance, GA 

Commissioners, Mediation and Conflict Resolution Ministry Team, 1001 

ROLL 
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Worshipping Communities, Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery, Session 

Records, and Synod Commissioners. 

 

The agenda, prepared by the staff in consultation with the Presbytery Council, as 

revised, was approved, as the order of business for this meeting by motion made 

by Hazel Merdink. 

 

FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

Committee on Ministry Report  
   

Recommendations:  

 

1. Motion to approve and re-commission the following Commissioned Ruling 

Elders for another three years.   

a.   Lorelee Benz to Baker/Downer, MN, authorized for Sacraments, Weddings,  

and to Moderate.  

b.   Don Casmey to Argyle, MN, authorized for Sacraments, Weddings, and to  

Moderate.  

c.   Nancy Legerski to Nursing homes in Bismarck, ND, area authorized for  

Worship, Preaching, and Sacraments.  

d.   Rick Larson to Dilworth, MN, authorized for Sacraments.  

  

Reported the following actions: 

  

Financial Assistance was given   

1. Approved $500 Clergy Renewal Grant for Rev. Paul Henschen.  

 

2. Approved $500 request to Rev. Deanna Reikow to attend the Faith 3D 

Conference on January 13-16, 2017.  

  

3. Approved that the shared grant for Rev. Darrel Cory continue and to pass it on 

to the Board of Pensions.   

  

Commissioned Ruling Elder  
(Book of Order G-2.1001 requires an annual review of the work of Commissioned 

Ruling Elders. The review will be conducted by the session or other commissioning 

body. During the 1st three years of a commission a report is required to be submitted 

annually and shall consist of a mentor, session, and self-evaluation of the CRE.  

Thereafter, a bi-annual review of the contract will occur jointly between the CRE, the 

session, and the COM.)  
  

1. Reported to the presbytery the approval of the annual Commissioned Ruling 

Elder evaluations for:  

a. Lorelee Benz        Serving Baker/Downer, MN  

b. Nancy Legerski    Serving 3 Nursing Homes in Bismarck, ND, area  
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c. Paul Campbell       Serving Moorhead, MN  

d. Don Casmey         Serving Argyle, MN  

e. Rick Larson          Serving Dilworth, MN  

  

2.  Report to the presbytery the approval of the annual Commissioned Ruling 

Elder evaluations for Bill Weispfenning - Serving LaMoure, Edgeley, & 

Jamestown, ND  

  

Other Membership  

1. Approved the following for temporary membership for another year.  

a.   Sue Kana-Mackey (UMC) at Langdon, ND  

b.   Judy Banwart (UMC) at Rolla/St. John, ND  

c.   Steven Olson (UMC) at Oakes, ND  

d.   John Werth (EPC) at Hamilton, ND  

  

Dissolving of Relationships between Church and Pastoral Leadership  

1. Approved, based on the request from Rev. Dan Billings and concurrence of 

the congregations, that the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Dan 

Billings and the Midway Parish (Gilby Presbyterian Church, Inkster Presbyterian 

Church, Community Presbyterian Church of Forest River, ND) be dissolved 

effective December 31, 2016, 

   AND  

That Rev. Dan Billings be transferred to the Honorably Retired membership roll 

of the presbytery, effective December 31, 2016. 

  

New Calls and Contracts with Churches and Pastoral Leaders  

1. Ratified the motion to report to the presbytery, that if the way be clear by 

congregational action on December 11, 2016, the call of Mendenhall 

Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, to the Rev. John Ritchie as 

full-time pastor be approved effective February 1, 2017, according to the 

following terms:  

Effective salary      Cash Salary $33,200                          

Reimbursable expenses (by voucher)   

Automobile expense ($.54 per mile) in bus./profess. expense lines  

 Fair rental value of manse $0  

 Business/professional expenses $3,000   

 Housing Allowance $23,000   

SECA Supplement (up to 50%) $4,301  

Utilities Allowance $________                             Continuing Education $1,000   

 Deferred Compensation $________                Other allowances $________   

 Other allowances $0   

     Total $64,501         

Moving Costs (up to) $ _______ Session approved paying the full amount, need 

2 estimates   
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Full medical, pension, disability, and death benefit coverage under the Board  

of Pensions   

 Paid Vacation:  5 weeks  

 Paid Continuing Education:  2 weeks  

 

We further promise and obligate ourselves to review with you annually the 

adequacy of this compensation.  In the seventh year of service, the congregation 

will provide for a three-month Clergy Renewal Leave, continuing the salary and 

benefits for that period, and providing for pulpit supply in the pastor's absence, 

      AND  

That the call be forwarded to the Wabash Valley Presbytery to be placed in the 

hands of the Reverend John Ritchie with the request that if the way be clear, he 

be dismissed to the Presbytery of the Northern Plains,   

      AND  

That the Reverend John Ritchie be granted permission to labor within the bounds  

of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains as full time pastor of Mendenhall 

Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, until his credentials have 

been received, 

     AND  

That, upon receipt of his credentials, the Reverend John Ritchie be enrolled as an  

active member of presbytery,   

   AND  

That the Reverend John Ritchie be appointed moderator of the session of 

Mendenhall Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, effective 

February 1, 2017.  

 

2. Accepted the updated 2017 terms of call for Rev. Boyar to the United 

Presbyterian Church of Jamestown, ND.   

  

3. Ratified the approval of the contract between Rev. Darrel Cory and the 

Redeemer Lutheran Church of Thief River Falls, MN, effective March 1, 2017.  

  

4. Approved the extension of the contract for 2017 between the First 

Presbyterian Church of Bismarck and the Rev. David Reiter.   

  

5.  Approved the contract between First Presbyterian Church of Watford City 

and Jamie Norstog for Pulpit Supply, effective April 1, 2017. 

 

6.  Approved the contract between First Presbyterian Church of Wilton, North 

Dakota, and Kevin Kaufmann, Commissioned Ruling Elder, effective May 1, 

2017. 

 

7.  Commissioned Kevin Kaufmann, Trained Ruling Elder, to the First 

Presbyterian Church of Wilton, North Dakota, with authority to preach, celebrate 

sacraments, weddings, and moderate session. 
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Membership Changes  

1. Moved the Rev. Darrel Cory to the Validated Ministry membership role, 

effective March 1, 2017.  

  

Ruling Elders Trained to Administer the Serving of Communion  

1.   Approved the following ruling elders to serve communion trained by the 

Rev. Johnny Rhoad:  

  Wilton:     Connie Rising, Judy Ruzicka, Wayne Ruzicka  

  Glencoe:  Betty Day, Nancy Laschweitsch, Richard Irvine, Alan Wilson   

  

2.   Approved the training of Ruling Elders Liann Zeller and Kent Dalzell to 

serve communion at the Park Center-Walhalla Presbyterian Church.   

 

Boundary Training  

1. Approved the meal cost for the boundary training on March 9, 2017, to be 

paid from the Committee on Ministries budget.   

2.  List of those who are non-compliment with the Sexual Misconduct Policy P-

2.0200. (See attached list, Appendix 2).  

  

Pulpit Supply List  

1. Approved that Jim Wilson be added to the pulpit supply list. 

  

2. Approved that Tom Bursegaard continue as pulpit supply through Easter 

2017, while Midway Parish makes plans for their future.   

  

3. Placed Reverend Dan Billings on the pulpit supply list, effective January 1, 

2017. 

  

Moderator Appointments  

1. Appointed Kevin Kaufmann as the moderator of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Cavalier, ND, effective October 23, 2016.  

2. Appointed Martha McDowell as the moderator for Park Center Walhalla 

Presbyterian Church, ND, effective October 18, 2016.  

  

Labor Outside the Bounds  

1. Approved the Reverend Deanna Reikow to labor outside the bounds the 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains to assist in a wedding and baptism in 

Williston, ND, on October 8 & 9, 2016, and to preside over a wedding in Baton 

Rouge, LA, on October 14, 2016.   

  

2. Approved the Reverend Spencer Homan to labor outside the bounds of the 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains, to preside over a wedding in Southeastern 

Illinois Presbytery on October 29, 2016.   
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3. Approved the Rev. Nancy Emerson to labor outside the bounds of the 

presbytery in Northern Waters Presbytery at the Trinity Episcopal Church in 

Park Rapids, MN.  

    

 Council Report 
 

Recommended to Presbytery the election of Rev. Dan Billings to the Class of 

2019 on the Nominating Committee.  CV 2017 – 10 

 

Budget & Finance 
 

Submitted the Review of Financial Records for the Year 2016 (See report,  

Appendix 3) 

 

Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery 
 

Flyer on Spring Gathering (Appendix 4) 

 

[End of Consent Agenda reports] 

 

Moderator Monteith reported she has appointed four persons to moderate 

sessions and she thanked those who agreed to so serve. 

   

The written report of the Stated Clerk was received and the minutes of the 

October 14-15, 2016, stated meeting were approved as presented.  The report 

also included the following:  

 

REQUIRING NO ACTION BUT REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED: 

 

PARITY/DIVERSITY OF TEACHING AND RULING ELDERS.  Having 

determined the number of teaching elders who are members of the Presbytery 

(44) and the number of ruling elders (61) which the churches are entitled to send 

as commissioners to Presbytery’s meetings, I recommend that Presbytery take 

no action to provide for the election of additional ruling elders, as there is no 

need for equalization. 

 

ROSTER OF RECENTLY RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT 

JUDICIAL COMMISSION (PJC).   In accordance with the provisions of the 

Rules of Discipline (D-5.0206b), the following roster of names of those 

members of the Permanent Judicial Commission whose terms have expired 

within the past six years are to be spread  upon the minutes: 

 

 Class of 2016 – Teaching Elder Nancy Emerson and Ruling Elder Karen 

Tankersley 

Class of 2014 – Teaching Elder Paul Henschen and Ruling Elder Barb 
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Ault 

 Class of 2012 – Ruling Elder Casey Chapman, Teaching Elder Mindy 
 Meier & Ruling Elder Greg Otis 

 

Presbytery Treasurer Walter Knipe presented the written financial report which 

was received and consisted of the Balance Sheet, Fund Overview Report, 2017 

Budget, and the Outstanding Per Capita, all for the period ending March 31, 

2017 (Appendix 5). He also provided the 2016 Year End Report consisting of 

the Balance Sheet, Fund Overview Report, 2016 Budget, Outstanding Per 

Capita, and 2016 Mission Giving all for the period ending December 31, 2016 

(Appendix 6). He encouraged the payment of back per capita.  Regarding 

Presbytery grants, he asked for feedback by the October Presbytery meeting 

about needs and ideas that are important to assist in the grant process 

 

Joe Obermeyer provided an oral report for the Bdecan Ministry Team.  The 

focus of the Ministry Team is on kids and youth.  He reviewed the activities: 

November – coat giveaway program for about 100 kids; December – Christmas 

Program and youth program; and spring mission trip in March. He reviewed the 

food pantry numbers. He attributed the success at Bdecan due to the support 

from members of the Presbytery. 

 

Paul Henschen reported for the Presbyterians for Earth Care (PEC).  The PEC 

provided assistance in the form of $1200 of purchases from Menard’s for 

Standing Rock.  He also provided photos from Standing Rock. The evening 

program will be four farmers talking about their care for the earth in their 

farming operations. 

 

Time for Good News was presented prior to the afternoon break which occurred 

at 3:00 p.m. The commissioners reconvened at 4:05 p.m.   

 

Joe Obermeyer provided a written report on behalf of the Youth Connection 

(Appendix 7). 

 

Mary Jo Moorhead and Boots Misheski provided an oral report for the Chogoria 

Ministry Team.  They provided slides on their recent trip to Chogoria. The 

computer school project has been completed. The current projects include raising 

money ($8,000) to build girl friendly latrines and four more classrooms at the 

Mpangua Primary School. Each classroom costs $6,000. 

 

Rich Swartwood, Executive Director at Presbyterian Clearwater Forest, updated 

the commissioners on the activities at the camp.  He thanked the Presbytery for 

the personal grant he received.   

 

Diane Wray-Williams reported for Self-Development of People and provided a 

video. She provided a written document with detailed the 2016 grants and 
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programs in the Synods of the Lakes and Prairies, Lincoln Trails, and Mid 

America. (Appendix 8) 

 

Tammy Erickson spoke on behalf of the Buffalo, North Dakota, church 

regarding submission of a grant for GA 2017 Unassigned Funds No. 58842 “To 

be used to help needy persons.” The Buffalo church proposes to use the funds for 

families with illness. Any dollars left over at the end of the year to be used for 

gift baskets.  Reikow moved that the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

recommend to the Synod of the Lakes and Prairies approval of the grant and for 

the Synod to submit the grant to Office of General Assembly for their 

consideration.  The motion was approved. 

 

At 4:48 p.m. Moderator Monteith gave the moderator’s chair to Vice Moderator 

Deanna Reikow. 

 

Mary Holtey presented a summary of the activities of the Enactment Task Force. 

She answered questions on various aspects of the work of the Task Force. 

 

Elizabeth Swee provided a written report for the Nominating Committee which 

included the following (Note the nominations are to the new Pod structure). 

 

Care for Congregations Pod 
   Congregational Pod Leader   Kevin Kaufmann, RE 
   Vacancy Counselor Task Leader  Andrew Thostenson, RE, West Fargo 
    Session Moderator Task Leader  Paul Lang, TE 
   Conflict Mediator Task Leader  Cathie Bishop, TE 
 

Care for Pastoral Leaders Pod 
   Care for Pastoral Leaders Pod Leader   Paul Henschen, TE 
   Supervise Candidates, Inquirers, and REL’s Task Leader    Spencer Homan, TE 
   Installations/Ordination Task Leader    Sylvia Pringle, RE, Jamestown 
   Membership Interviews (In/Out) Task Leader  Bob Boyar, TE 
   Pastoral Care Conflict Mediator Task Leader  Deb Burger-Peery, TE 
 

Leadership Pod 
   Leadership Pod Leader    Mary Holtey, TE 
   Financial Review Task Leader    Ellen Misialek, RE, Minto 
   Recorders Task Leader    Lana Schultz, RE, Casselton 
   Personnel Task Leader    Rick Raum, TE 
 

Mission Pod 
   Mission Pod Leader          Karen Macdonald, RE, Glencoe 
   University of Jamestown Liaison        Bill Weisphenning, RE, Jamestown 
 

Permanent Judicial Commission 
   Class of 2022      Robin Dill, TE 
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   RE  = Ruling Elder     TE = Teaching Elder 
 

Vice Moderator Reikow asked for nominations from the floor. There being none, 

the slate, as presented, was approved.   

 

Burger-Peery offered a prayer for the evening meal and the Presbytery recessed 

at 5:45 p.m. 

 

The evening program convened at 7:00 p.m.  It was titled “Stewards of the Earth: 

Caretakers of the Soil.”  The panel was comprised of four farmers who practice 

their craft in different ways.  They shared how their methods impact the 

environment and how their faith influences the way they farm. 

 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 
 

Presbytery was called to order by Moderator Monteith at 9:05 a.m. with 

devotions and a prayer. 

 

The first order of business was the presentation by the Enactment Task Force – 

Update/Nuts and Bolts.  Elaine Sveet moved to approve the change suggested in 

the Bylaws B-2.0200b, Temporary Members which would give full voice and 

voting privileges to teaching elders of other denominations who are temporary 

members of the Presbytery.  There was considerable discussion on the motion. 

John Ritchie raised a point of order as to whether it was appropriate to be 

amending the rough draft.  He suggested that any comments should be referred 

to the Task Force. The Moderator agreed and the motion was declared out of 

order.  Discussion continued on this section, section B-2.0300 on how to 

determine the number of commissioners each church was allowed, and the 

continued existence of the ministry regions (B-9.0000, Areas of Ministry).  Sveet 

advocated for an ecumenical connection be created in the Care for Pastoral Care 

Pod. 

 

 Lochow presented item 16-H Directory of Worship from the proposed 

amendments to the Book of Order. Vote on this amendment had been postponed 

from the October 2016 meeting. Following discussion the Moderator called for a 

voice vote and the proposed amendment was approved. 

 

Presbytery took its morning break at 10:32 a.m. and reconvened at 11:05 a.m. 

 

 Bill Weisphenning presented an oral report for the University of Jamestown. 

The report included the following: 

 There are approximately 1100 fulltime students 

 The University has been rated highly by a number of rating agencies 

 Graduates have experienced a 99% placement rate either in their field of 
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study or in graduate school 

 President Badal takes the University’s relationship with the Presbytery 

seriously 

 They are in the midst of hiring a fulltime chaplain 

 New Programs: Doctor of Physical Therapy in Fargo; Masters in 

Leadership in Fargo and Jamestown; Master in Clinical Counseling; and 

a new program in Mechanical Engineering 

 Sports: Club Hockey team, 8th in the nation 

 Dine & Bid is happening this evening 

 Graduation is on May 6th 

 All school celebration is September 29 – October 1, 2017, at which time 

the Newman Arena will be dedicated 

 

The following ruling elders were commissioned: 

  Lorelee Benz to Westminster Presbyterian Baker/Downer  

 Kevin Kaufmann to First Presbyterian, Wilton  

 Nancy Legerski to nursing homes in the Bismarck area 

  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 11:23 a.m. 

 

The next meeting of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains is scheduled for 

Friday and Saturday, October 6-7, 2017, at the First Presbyterian Church 

of Hallock, Minnesota, and beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

ATTEST:   _____________________________ 

Michael R. Lochow, Stated Clerk 
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