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FRUIT THAT IS ALWAYS IN SEASON 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of 

the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      Shopping for fresh fruit is an 

activity we look forward to each 

summer. The Farmer's Markets over 

flow with just picked berries, cherries, 

melons, and now the many varieties of 

apples are ready to be harvested from 

our trees. Even the supermarkets 

advertise fresh local produce. 

     In our gardens and orchards, how do 

we know which plant or tree is 

productive and which one isn't? We know by the fruit that is 

produced. We will do what is needed for the unproductive plant. 

We will fertilize it, cultivate around it, water it, encouraging it to 

produce by whatever means we have. 

      All the purchasing, picking and preserving of fruit that I have 

done lately reminded me of another kind of fruit that we can 

expect to produce. Fruit that we can expect to be a by-product of 

our lives as Christians. Fruit that is the result of living a spirit 

filled life. Spiritual fruit that is evident by our love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. 

      Just as the fruits from our plants and trees guard us by 

producing the vitamins and minerals needed for good physical 

and mental health, spiritual fruit is healthful for the expected 

challenges of each day and for the unexpected challenges we will 

face. Each fruit has a specific role in our lives as Christians. 

Love casts out fear. Love prevents things like gossiping, hatred, 

or envy. Joy should be a natural response to the follower of 

Christ. With joy we have the added benefit of hope, enthusiasm, 

and a spirit of thankfulness. Peace will help prevent a feeling of 

anxiety. This fruit allows us to offer the olive branch when the 

situation calls for peace. Patience with others shortcomings 

teaches us to not judge, for we are not walking in their shoes. 

Kindness helps control our tongue, thus eliminating harsh words. 

Goodness. Each day we read and hear about what is bad in our 

world. Let's not allow the bad to consume our attitudes and 

actions.  

      Let us be bearers of goodness. Faithfulness. This fruit can 

prevent doubt and insecurity. God is faithful! Gentleness. Our 

gentle remarks and gentle actions are appreciated and, in turn, 

produce gentleness in others. Self-control leads to perseverance. 

Self-control brings balance into our lives, physically and 

mentally. 

        Yes, each fruit has a specific role in our life. The fruits of 

the Spirit allow the world to see lives transformed through the 

gift and power of the Spirit. Producing the fruits of the Spirit 

brings glory to God. 

PRAYER JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

John J. Tankersley, 78, member and a deacon of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks, 

ND, passed away Monday, September 19, 2016, 

at Altru Hospital in Grand Forks. Please pray for 

Karen and the whole Tankersley family. 

 

Continued prayers are requested for the Rev. 

Gretchen Graf, Honorably Retired Teaching 

Elder of the Presbytery of the Northern 

Plains. Eight years ago she was diagnosed with 

myelofibrosis, in August she began the process 

for a bone marrow transplant. Gretchen and a 

caregiver are still living in Rochester, Minnesota. 

 

In August, regions in Louisiana and Mississippi 

experienced 10-20 inches of rain. FEMA reports 

that there were 6 fatalities, over 8,000 people in 

shelters and over 10,000 residential and 

commercial structures affected. Please lift up in 

prayer those displaced from their homes by 

natural disasters in the United States and all over 

the world, those in need of basic supplies, and 

those who are working to offer assistance. Pray 

that conditions improve so that delivery of much 

needed relief supplies can reach their distribution 

points. 

 

Please pray that God’s love will work through 

us, our churches, our communities, and our 

world for peace, compassion, and justice for all. 

 

Please pray for our congregations in transition 

and congregations that are in need of healing. 

 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of the 

Presbytery and the church in every time and 

place as we move forward in God’s service. 

 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 

 
If you or someone from your congregations would like a 

prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, please 

contact the office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-

0783.  If the request is on behalf of someone else, please 

check with them before requesting. 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR THE REV. ROBIN DILL 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 

at 4:00 p.m. 
 

      Come celebrate with the Federated Presbyterian Church of Grafton and Knox Presbyterian 

Church of Minto as they install their new pastor, Teaching Elder Robin Dill, on October 30, 

2016, at 4:00 p.m. at Federated Presbyterian Church of Grafton.  

       A special commission has been appointed by our moderator for this installation.  A special 

thank you to those serving: teaching elders Donna Monteith and Dan Billings, ruling elders Gail 

Fisher, Ellen Misialek and Sylvia Pringle (Moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains). 

 

TWO MORE DREAM GRANTS AWARDED! 
     Congratulations to the congregations at First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead, MN, and United Presbyterian 

Church of Jamestown, ND, within the Presbytery of the Northern Plains which each received a $10,000 Dream Grant. 

Only twelve DREAM Grants were award in the 2016 first funding cycle. The DREAM grant "is designed to encourage 

the birth of new ventures through congregations."   

     Here is more about how each congregation is planning to use their grant: 

 First Presbyterian Church—Moorhead, MN, is to engage in community outreach, and through outreach efforts 

develop and implement a community garden with our neighbors and key partners. “How Does Your Garden 

Grow?” is a gardening ministry that will utilize the work of physically planting, nurturing, and harvesting 

nutritious foods to facilitate the seeds of faith, hope, love, and peace in an ethnically-diverse and low-income 

neighborhood. In order to facilitate this ministry, we plan to incorporate prayer into the work of the garden. 

 United Presbyterian Church—Jamestown, ND, is collaborating with other community churches, organizations, 

and agencies to address two issues: Human Trafficking; and Hospitality and Relationship Building with 

Immigrants, Refugees, and University of Jamestown (UJ) International Students in the community known as 

HERRB (Hospitality, Education, Relationship, and Recognition Building) Project.   

 

FALL PRESBYTERY MEETING PLANNED FOR OCTOBER IN ROLLA 
By: Michael Lochow, Ruling Elder, Stated Clerk 

      The fall meeting of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains will be hosted by the Rolla/St. John 

congregation in Rolla, North Dakota, on Friday and Saturday, October 14 & 15, 2016, beginning at 1:00 

p.m. on Friday.  There will be three major events which will highlight the meeting. 

     The 222nd General Assembly (2016) has sent eight proposed changes to the Book of Order for the 

presbyteries to consider.  The Presbytery has traditionally voted on these amendments at our spring 

meeting. However, since the amendment booklet is available online it was decided to vote on these amendments at our 

October meeting. They will be presented for questions on Friday and the vote will take place on Saturday morning. If you 

have any questions about the booklet or the process, please contact the Presbytery office.  The amendment booklet can be 

downloaded and printed from this web page http://www.pcusa.org/resource/ga222-proposed-amendments-constitution/.   

     There has been a task force working for some time looking at a new way for the Presbytery to do its business. That task 

force known as the Implementation Task Force will be presenting their plan for this restructure and the time line for 

implementation at this meeting as well. 

     Finally, there will be four workshops presented by members of the Presbytery who attended the 222nd General 

Assembly in Portland, Oregon.  The workshops will be presented in a two-hour block with each presentation lasting an 

hour.  Commissioners and visitors have the option of attending any two of the workshops. 

     As is evident by the above this is a very important meeting in the life of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  Please 

review the amendment booklet and the meeting materials as they become available so 

you are prepared to participate fully in the meeting.  Presbytery meeting materials are 

now posted and available on the Presbytery website at 

www.northernplainspresbytery.com, for congregations/individuals to download.  For 

congregations that do not have internet access, packets can be mailed out to them. If 

your congregation needs a packet, you must contact the Presbytery office by noon on 

October 5, 2016, to ensure you receive the packet in time.  

      Child Care will be provided for preschool children of minister members or elder 

commissioners at no cost to users. Attendees who need child care must contact the 

Presbytery office no later than October 5, 2016, if they wish to use this service.  

Please note: 

In addition to the opportunity 

to join together for dinner on 

Friday evening, the St. John 

ladies will be serving biscuits 

and gravy starting at 8 a.m. 

on Saturday morning for 

breakfast. 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/ga222-proposed-amendments-constitution/
http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/


PLANNING MEETING 
       The North-West and South-East Ministry 

Regions will be gathering on October 14, 2016, 

in Rolla, ND, at 11:30 a.m. to plan future 

gatherings for their regions. This is a wonderful 

time for fellowship and to dream of future events together. So 

bring a friend and let’s see where all the wonderful ideas take 

us! Please RSVP by October 7, 2016, at 

pnpmission@gmail.com or 701-772-0783 

 

CHURCH GROWTH EVENT 
        Is your church small in 

membership? Wondering about 

the future of your church? Then 

plan to attend this ‘Church 

Growth’ discussion on October 

23, 2016, at First Presbyterian 

Church of LaMoure, ND, 

starting at 4:00 p.m. This is where you can hear what has been 

successful and what has fallen short in other congregations. 

Come and get ideas of what to try and find a support and 

encouragement network right here in your Presbytery. 

      There are no one way answers but there are lots of 

opportunities out there. There will be a meal and fellowship to 

follow the discussion. We hope to hear your ideas! All are 

welcome to attend. Please RSVP by October 13, 2016, at 

pnpmission@gmail.com or 701-772-0783. 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
     The South-Central Ministry 

Region is organizing the 

opportunity for those around 

the presbytery to enjoy the 

wonderful musical talents of 

the University of Jamestown 

choir. Their annual Christmas 

concert will be held at the Jamestown St. James Basilica on 

Sunday, December 11, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. and it is free.  

     This will be a wonderful time to enjoy wonderful 

Christmas music and the fellowship of our brothers and sisters 

in Christ. So invite the family, friends and neighbors to attend with you.  

     Due to limited number of seats, we do request that you RSVP with Alissa Anderson, Administrator of Connections and 

Records, at pnpmission@gmail.com or 701-772-0783, by November 14, 2016.   
 

MEDORA BADLAND YOUTH RETREAT 
       All presbytery youth are invited to attend a youth retreat in Medora on October 20-

22, 2016. This is a great opportunity for the youth to gather and make connections with 

fellow Presbyterian youth! There will be worship, discussion, games and other fun 

nightlife activities! 

     All the information for the retreat can be found on the Presbytery of the Northern 

Plains website at http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/untitled. If you have any 

questions please contact Scott Dobovsky at scdobo@gmail.com or your Youth Leader 

in your church. Please send all registrations and money to First Presbyterian Church of 

Fargo, C/O Kayla Bones, 650 2nd Ave N, Fargo, ND 58102.  

  

2016 REGIONS EVENTS 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another.  The more we 

get together the stronger our connections grow; the 

more our knowledge of one another, the more we 

care for and our love for one another can flourish; 

and the better we can to do God’s glory. Events are 

open to everyone in or outside the hosting region. 

See what your region is planning and plan to attend 

or share with a friend. 

  

North-East Region 

      February 18 - Office Training at Federated  

      Presbyterian Church of Grafton 

 

North-West Region 

October 13 – Planning Meeting at Presbyterian 

Church of Rolla/St. John 

 

South Central Region 

October 23 – Church Growth Strategies at First 

Presbyterian Church of LaMoure 

 

December 11 – University of Jamestown 

Christmas Concert 

 

South-East Region 

October 14 – Planning Meeting & Meal at 

Presbyterian Church of Rolla/St. John 

 

South-West Region 

More details to come soon…. 
 

If you would like to know more about any of the 

above mentioned gatherings, or you have 

suggestions/ ideas for your region please contact 

Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections 

and Records, at 701-772-0783 or 

pnpmission@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com
mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com
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2016 LAST SESSION RECORD READING 
     Saturday, October 1, 2016, will be the last chance to have 

session record books read in 2016. Please plan to be at one of the 

cooperative and informative sessions being held that day at either 

Westminster Presbyterian Church of Casselton, or Mendenhall 

Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks. The reading will start at 

10:00 a.m.  Forms to be completed for the session reviews are 

available at www.northernplainspresbytery.com. 

 

EXAM READER ALTERNATED NEEDED! 
       It’s that time of year to begin looking for ordination exam 

readers for 2017. Our presbytery is required to supply one 

teaching elder, one ruling elder and one alternate.  Presbytery of 

the Northern Plains (PNP) is part of the Midwest Region that will 

be evaluating exams the weeks of February 6-10, 2017, and May 

1-5, 2017.  PNP still is in need of an alternate reader.   

       Please consider being an alternate reader in 2017. Training is 

provided the week before the reading begins (reviewing general 

materials about the reading process and the resources specific to 

the exam area they will evaluate) and to commit 10-12 hours 

evaluating exams during the reading period. All reader training 

and exam evaluation is done completely online, so readers will 

need to have reliable Internet access and basic familiarity with 

using websites.  

      If you are interested in being a reader, please contact Marge 

Landwehr, Chair, Committee on Preparation for Ministry at 

revmarge@wiktel.com or 218-526-1116. 

 
WANDERING VINE PRESENTS:  

HANDLING CONFLICT 
      This will be a wonderful three-part series covering different 

areas of how to handle conflict. As we know conflict is a part of 

life, no matter who you are or what you do. The goal of this three-

part series is to provide a learning opportunity to help lessen the 

anxiety and feeling of powerlessness that are often a part of 

conflict. With more developed Conflict Response skills, the better 

we are able to work together and make our lives and the world 

more peaceful.  

      The series will be led by Sandra G. McNichol, who has a B.A. 

Psych, Hons., Master of Martial & Family Therapy, Conflict 

Management, Medication, Advanced Mediation, and Martial 

Medication Certification and has over 30 years of experience.  

      Each week we will be covering a different area. Below is the 

schedule with topics: 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2016 “Conflict: Let’s Talk About 

It” 

 Tuesday, October 18, 2016 “Conflict Management, 

Resolution, Transformation: How Do I Do It?” 

 Tuesday, October 25, 2016 “Conflict Resolution: Living 

It” 

       Every session will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of 

Crookston, MN (510 North Broadway) from 7-9:00 p.m. To 

register by October 7, 2016, call 218-281-4853 or email 

wanderingvine2015@gmail.com. The cost for the series is $30, 

what a deal!  

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   Oct 1 Session Record Reading (pg 4) 

   Oct 6 Youth Connection Team cc 

   Oct 10 Ministry Team Leader cc 

   Oct 14 Planning Meeting (pg 3) 

   Oct 14-15 Fall Presbytery Meeting at                      

Presbyterian Church of Rolla 

   Oct 18-19 COM Retreat 

   Oct 20 Council cc 

   Oct 20-22 Youth Retreat in Medora (pg 3) 

   Oct 23 Church Growth Discussion (pg 3) 

   Oct 29 Self-Development of People 

Committee Meeting – Moorhead 

   Nov 8 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Nov 17 Council Meeting 

   Nov 24-25 Thanksgiving break, office closed 

   Dec 13 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Dec 15 Council cc 

   Dec 23-Jan 2  Christmas and New Year Holidays, 

Office closed 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru Friday, 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting schedules, 

please call before stopping by to make sure someone 

will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 
Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for the 

paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, simply 

email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to be put on 

the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Michael Lochow, Alissa 

Anderson, and Laurie Elhard. 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of the 

month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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