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Greetings from the beautiful campus of the University of Jamestown!  The University has 1,098 
students registered this fall in undergraduate and graduate programs at its two campuses in 
Jamestown and Fargo, ND. 
 
At the first weekly chapel service in August, the Rev. Dr. Candace Adams, Chaplain, spoke on 
“joy” and how UJ’s new President Polly Peterson had asked her to help instill more joy into the 
lives of students, faculty, and staff. The fall semester is going well with the energy and 
enthusiasm that young people seem to generate. 
 
The University of Jamestown is once again being recognized with “the highest regional college 
ranking of all North Dakota institutions” and “a best regional college in the Midwest” by US News 
and World Reports. Princeton Review chose it as “Best in Midwest” college, while College 
Factual ranked the University of Jamestown as “#1 in best colleges and universities in North 
Dakota”.  
 
President Dr. Polly Peterson, whom many of you met when she stopped by the spring 
Presbytery meeting in Casselton, was inaugurated as the University’s 14th president, its first 
woman president, on September 27th. “The University’s mission is to be the best career-oriented 
liberal arts university in the Midwest. The vision for the school is to instill wholeness in its 
students by blending the liberal arts with professional programs and honoring our Christian 
tradition,” she said. 
 
I was requested to bring greetings from the Presbytery and Synod on behalf of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) to the inauguration ceremony and noted in part, “Dr. Peterson, you have shared 
the guiding values that you will employ in leading this institution, values that emanate from the 
University’s Presbyterian heritage, those of honor, faith and reason; of service to others; of an 
ongoing search for truth, of the search for wisdom; and of respect for diversity. We, the 
Presbyterian Church, commend your efforts to hold fast to those founding values and pledge to 
you our prayers and support as you lead this institution, an institution that will continue to 
influence the young minds of our future leaders.” 
 
There is pride in the University’s Christian influence and in the Presbyterian commitment to the 
values of learning, faith, and service that honors the dignity and worth of every person. 
 
Thank you to the individuals, congregations, and to the Presbytery for prayers and mission 
money support that helps sustain this top-tier university. 
 
Please stop by the campus for a visit, and call ahead for a tour if you’d like to inspect all the 
changes and improvements made to the campus in recent years. 
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