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PRESBYTERY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
By: Michael Lochow, Ruling Elder, Stated Clerk  
      The Presbytery 

of the Northern 

Plains held its 

116th Stated 

Meeting at the 

Community 

Presbyterian 

Church in West 

Fargo on April 21-

22, 2017. The 

meeting was very 

well attended with 

75 registered. A 

video of the 

meeting will be 

available later this 

month. 

      The Presbytery approved the final proposed amendment to 

the Book of Order which was postponed to this meeting. This 

amendment was the New Directory for Worship. Along with the 

actions taken last October, the Presbytery has now approved all 

of the proposed amendments.  

      The offering reflected the attendance with $767 collected for 

the Chogoria Partnership Team Latrine Project (more 

information available on the website in their report to 

Presbytery). Their report to the commissioners included slides of 

the team’s recent trip. The computer school project has been 

completed and the team has two new projects in Mpangua: the 

previously mentioned Latrine Project and the school there needs 

four new classrooms at a cost of $6,000. 

      The First Presbyterian Church at Buffalo, ND, presented a 

grant application for 2017 Unassigned Funds “to be used for 

needy persons” from the Presbyterian Mission Agency which 

was approved and will be forwarded on to the Synod for their 

consideration.  Hopefully it will clear that hurdle and make it the 

Office of General Assembly for approval. 

       The Enactment Task Force presented a session each day 

reviewing the new structure.  The New Structure Survey was 

available for those in attendance to complete and if you have not yet completed the survey, you are encouraged to do so 

online. 

       The evening program was arranged by the Presbyterians for Earth Care and was 

titled “Stewards of the Earth: Caretakers of the Soil.” A panel consisting of four 

farmers from far corners of the Presbytery spoke about their farming philosophy and 

how they care for the soil. 

      The Good News time saw fifteen commissioners present their stories about their 

churches, communities, and themselves. It was one of the most engaging Good News 

segments in recent memory. The meeting closed with the commissioning of three 

Commissioned Ruling Elders: Lorelee Benz to Baker-Downer, MN; Kevin Kaufmann 

to Wilton, ND; and Nancy Legerski to nursing homes in Bismarck.  

PRAYER JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

George Griebel, father of Ruling Elder Lise 

Alves of the Community Presbyterian Church 

of West Fargo, passed away unexpectedly on 

April 25, 2017.  Please keep the whole Greibel 

family in your prayers. 

 

Vern Bancroft, current treasurer and member of 

Mendenhall Presbyterian Church of East Grand 

Fork, is in the hospital battling metastatic 

melanoma and meningitis. Please keep Vern 

and his family in your prayers. 

 

Please lift up in prayer those displaced from 

their homes by natural disasters in the United 

States and all over the world, those in need of 

basic supplies, and those who are working to 

offer assistance. Pray that conditions improve 

so that delivery of much needed relief supplies 

can reach their distribution points. 

 

Please pray that God’s love will work through 

us, our churches, our communities, and our 

world for peace, compassion, and justice for all. 

 

For remembering our baptism in everything we 

say and do; for our leaders; for pastors who are 

facing health problems; for the unity of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations would like a 

prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, please 

contact the office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-

772-0783.  If the request is on behalf of someone else, 

please check with them before requesting. 

Stewards of the Earth: Caretakers of the Soil panel 

discussion presenters: David Podell, LaMoure, ND; 

Martha McDowell, Teaching Elder of the Presbytery of the 

Northern Plains; Annie Carlson, Mercer, ND; Duane 

Hunter, Gilby, ND; and Ben Askegaard, Comstock, MN. 

Next Presbytery 

Meeting will be held 

on October 6 and 7, 

2017, at First 

Presbyterian Church 

of Hallock, MN.   

Plan on to attend! 
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INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR THE REV. JOHN RITCHIE 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 

at 3:00 p.m. 
 

      Come celebrate with the Mendenhall Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks, MN, as they 

install their new pastor, Teaching Elder John Ritchie, on May 21, 2017, at 3:00 p.m.   

       A special commission has been appointed by our moderator for this installation. A special 

thank you to those serving: Presbytery Moderator Teaching Elder Donna Montieth 

(Grandin/Hunter); Teaching Elder Spencer Homan (Grand Forks); Ruling Elders Mary Barrett and 

Don Leonard from Mendenhall Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks.  

 

WE KNOW THE RULES . . . 
By: Teaching Elder Donna Monteith, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

 

(The Lord God) said, “…Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, 

“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  
- Genesis 3:11-13 NRSV 

      It was a Saturday, one of those glorious spring days that we seem to have only in the 

Northern Plains. The snow was gone, the puddles had dried up, the sun was shining, the 

birds were singing . . . the thoughts of adults turned to spring cleaning.  

       I was living in Bismarck at the time. My friends Mike and Cassie and their three 

children were living in one unit of a duplex, while I lived in the other. The kids were sent 

outside to play, I started cleaning, and Mike and Cassie moved all the furniture out of the 

girls’ bedroom to start painting. 

       As I was passing an open window, I heard the voices of children outside. I looked out to see about a dozen 

neighborhood kids climbing all over my pickup. It was an old farm truck I had inherited from my uncle, complete with an 

iron grill guard and a large toolbox in the back. The little ones were content to jump up and down in the box, delighting in 

the noise they made on the steel floor. The older kids were climbing up on the toolbox, then to the roof, and sliding down 

the windshield and hood. Since there was a chain link dog fence about a foot in front of the truck, and it was parked on 

concrete, I did not think this was a good idea. I ran upstairs to get Mike and accompanied him out to the driveway.  

       Mike began hauling kids off the pickup and telling them that it was dangerous to play there. They were reminded that 

my pickup and car were strictly off-limits for play. When the situation seemed to be in hand, we adults returned to our 

work and the kids continued to play.  

       A short while later, I again looked out the window, and saw that the kids were now playing in the back of Mike’s 

pickup. His had a topper, and since storage space in the house was limited, I knew that he kept all his fishing equipment 

there - rods, reels, hooks, filet knives... I immediately ran back upstairs. This time I was sure I saw steam coming out of 

Mike’s ears as we ran outside. 

       He began hauling the kids out of the pickup, sending the neighbor kids home. His three were hauled into the house, 

with Jordan and Amanda being sent to Jordan’s room to reflect on their sins. Jenny, the oldest and usual ringleader, was 

firmly seated in a chair at the kitchen table. “What were you thinking? We told you last summer that the vehicles were not 

places to play. Why were you on the vehicles?” 

         Jenny was trying very hard not to cry. Her bottom lip quivering and tears welling up in her eyes, she told her dad, 

“But that was last year! I didn’t know we had to obey last year’s rules this year!” 

        I am reminded of this story every time I read the story of humankind’s disobedience in Genesis 3. The excuses that 

Jenny gave were remarkably similar to those given by Adam and Eve when God asked them, “What were you thinking?’ 

And Jenny’s not the only one. Our adult answers are much the same, “But officer, I only had two beers;” “Are you sure 

that’s not deductible?” “No one will ever find out, I promise.” “It seemed like a good idea at the time.” 

       I encourage you to stop making excuses and own up to your disobedience. God has promised to forgive. We know the 

rules; we need to obey, and take responsibility when we do not. 

 

FLOOD WORRIES 
     Along with the joy of the warmth of Spring, comes the worry of flooding for the year. The Presbytery would like to 

extend our prayers to those communities facing flooding. If your church or community experiences flooding, please 

call the presbytery office right away to request support. As always, the Presbytery office is here to help and coordinate 

assistance from across the Presbytery if needed, and to access resources from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Please call 

the office, 701-772-0783, or email, pnpoffice@gmail.com, to update the needs of your congregation 
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NEW LEADERSHIP FOR NEW STRUCTURE COMPLETE, FOR NOW! 
     At the April Presbytery meeting the Committee on Nominations brought forth a complete slate of names for the initial 

leadership for the new structure. The following individuals were elected: 

Care for Congregation Pod 

      Congregational Pod Leader     Kevin Kaufmann, RE, Wilton 

      Vacancy Counselor Task Leader    Andrew Thostenson, RE, West Fargo 

      Session Moderator Task Leader    Paul Lang, TE, Fargo 

      Conflict Mediator Task Leader    Cathie Bishop, TE, West Fargo 

Care for Pastoral Leaders Pod 

      Care for Pastoral Leaders Pod Leader    Paul Henschen, TE, Ellendale 

      Supervise Candidates, Inquirers and REL’s Task Leader    Spencer Homan, TE, Grand Forks 

      Installations/Ordination Task Leader    Sylvia Pringle, RE, Jamestown 

      Membership Interviews (In/Out) Task Leader  Bob Boyar, TE, Jamestown 

      Pastoral Care Conflict Mediator Task Leader   Deb Burger-Peery, TE, Minot 

      *Additional member of this pod is: Darrel Cory, TE, as Minister of Pastoral Care 

Leadership Pod 

      Leadership Pod Leader:     Mary Holtey, TE, Fargo 

      Financial Review Task Leader     Ellen Misialek, RE, Minto 

      Recorders Task Leader     Lana Schultz, RE, Casselton 

      Personnel Task Leader     Rick Raum, TE, U of Jamestown 

*Additional members of this pod are: Donna Monteith, TE, as PNP moderator; Deanna Reikow, TE, PNP 

vice moderator, leaders from the other three pods, chairs from the Nominating, Elizabeth Swee (RE), and 

Representation, Diane Wray-Williams (RE), Committees. 

Mission Pod 

       Mission Pod Leader:     Karen Macdonald, RE, Glencoe  

       University of Jamestown Liaison    Bill Weispfenning, RE, Jamestown  

*Additional members of this pod are: PW moderator, Lana Schultz (RE); Self-Development of People chair, 

Diane Wray-Williams (RE); Clearwater Forest representatives: Nancy Emerson (TE) and Michael Lochow 

(RE); and self-determined leaders from each ministry team (1001 Worshipping Communities, Bdecan, 

Chogoria Partnership, Presbyterians for Earth Care, Youth Connection). 

     In addition, Dan Billings (TE) was elected to the Committee on Nominations Class of 2019, and Robyn Dill (TE) was 

elected to the Permanent Judicial Commission Class of 2022. Both will begin their terms immediately. 

     While the new structure will not take effect until October 2017, the newly elected pod/task leaders will be busy 

preparing for the switch over. Over the summer and fall, the new leadership will meet for education, fellowship, and 

envisioning the future of the Presbytery and identifying the goals and objectives of each pod. Please keep them in your 

prayers as they begin their work in shaping the future of the Presbytery’s ministry in the Northern Plains. 
 

*Indict positions which will moved over from the current structure into the new structure. 
TE = Teaching Elder  RE = Ruling Elder 

 

LAUGHING ALL THE WAY 
By: Teaching Elder Cathie Bishop who currently is serving Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo 

      On January 21st, over 30 brave souls participated in the first-ever Dashing 

Through the Snow Progressive Dinner within the PNP South-East Ministry 

Region. We laughed, ate too much, met new people, and thoroughly enjoyed 

the evening. Becky DeJong from Community Presbyterian Church of West 

Fargo gathered some delightful ice breaker activities together. By the time we 

left the appetizers in West Fargo, the air was filled with comfortable 

conversation and laughter of new friends enjoying the evening. We were 

greeted warmly by the committee at First Presbyterian Church of Fargo where 

they served chili and a baked potato bar to warm up our insides. Becky had 

more table activities to keep the conversation going, although the people were 

thoroughly enjoying their table companions and the hospitality of the Fargo 

church. We weren’t done! We continued on to First Presbyterian Church of 

Moorhead, for a much-anticipated taste of their famous Cherry Pie!  At the 

end of the evening, it was unanimous … let’s do it again next year! Thank you 

to the planning committee and all the “hands” responsible for a wonderful 

evening. 

Members from the South-East Ministry Region 

making crazies faces during getting to know you 

games. 



 

PNP DIRECTORY AND MANUAL  
       The Presbytery of the Northern Plains 2017 Directory and Manual 

of Administrative Operations is now available either by download, 

email, or mailed hardcopy. The Directory will not be published on the 

website; however, a link to the most current information is part of the 

enews that goes out weekly by email (links located on left hand side 

under the calendar). The Manual of Operations is published in its 

entirety on the website and is also available in hard copy form by 

request.  

      If you would like to receive either an electronic or hard copy, 

please contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or email Laurie 

Elhard, Administrator of Communication and Finance, at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com. 
 

TWO YOUTH MISSION TRIPS SCHEDULED 

FOR THIS SUMMER: 

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   May 3 Youth Connection cc 

   May 4 Enactment Task Force at First 

Presbyterian Church of GF 

   May 11 Committee on Ministry at First 

Presbyterian Church of Mandan 

   May 13 Bdecan Ministry Team at 

Mendenhall - EGF  

   May 18 Council Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of GF 

   May 21 Ritchie Installation Service (pg 2) 

   May 29 Memorial Day, Office Closed 

   June 3 Youth Connection at United Pres 

– Jamestown 

   June 4 Pentecost Sunday 

   June 8 Committee on Ministry cc 

   June 15 Council cc 

   October 6-7 Fall Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Hallock 
 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian 

community which nourishes ministry and 

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors: Donna Monteith, Cathie Bishop, 

Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and Laurie 

Elhard. 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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