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MEDITATION 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

I'm in a hurry to get things done 

Oh I rush and rush until life's no fun 

All I really gotta do is just live and die 

But I'm in a hurry and don't know why. 
 

These words from the hit song recorded by the country group, 

Alabama, in 1992, could still be my theme song. More often than not, 

I will say something like, 

 

“I will hurry and get these errands done, and then hurry home 

and hurry to fix dinner. I will hurry and finish this job and then 

hurry to my meeting.” 

 

     Hurry, hurry, hurry! I don't think I am unique in living at such a 

fast paced “day to day.” There is something within us that compels us 

to fill every moment of our time. It is as if we are afraid of what might 

happen, or perhaps not happen, if we would just be still for a moment. 

We are a people and a society in which being busy makes us feel like 

we are worthwhile. 

     In Mark 1:28-38, we read where Jesus was busy healing the sick 

and casting out demons. Verse 35 reads, 

 

Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, 

where he prayed. 

 

     Alone, away from the crowd of folks who wanted to be healed; the 

ever increasing crowd. Even in the fast paced, very successful and 

meaningful life of Jesus, there was the need to retreat to a quiet place 

for reflection, meditation, prayer, and communion with God. This is 

what makes our busy lives worthwhile, being together with God, in 

solitude. Jesus didn't go to a solitary place and stay there, he returned 

to the crowds to carry on his mission. Being in a quiet place recharges 

our spiritual and physical batteries, equipping us with energy in order 

to move to other places to continue the work God has given us to 

accomplish. 

      We live in a Martha world. It is difficult to be Mary. Their story is 

a prime example of busyness. Jesus comes to their home and Mary is 

content to sit and be with the Lord. Martha just can't do that. I can see 

her bustling around the home, getting things ready and waiting on the company. It kills her to see her sister calmly sitting 

with Jesus. “We need more seats over there, the people keep coming, I don't think we will have enough food, I must hurry 

and cook more food. Why isn't Mary helping me? This is her home and her company too.” 

      Martha complains rather emphatically. Jesus doesn't side with her; instead he gives her a gentle reproach. 

“Martha, Martha.” 

       Jesus tells her that her sister has chosen what is better. He wanted Martha to stop fussing and spend time with him. 

Jesus was in their midst. 

      Are we too much like Martha? Are we distracted and upset by many things? Are we so busy that we fail to recognize 

that Jesus is in our midst also? What God would have us do is to just be still, and be quiet in his presence. In the busyness 

of our Martha lives, we need to be like Mary. There are times when we need to just stop and be quiet and still and rest in 

the beautiful, life giving and life restoring, presence of our Lord. 

        Take time in this advent season to be present with God. Don't just do something, sit there! 

PRAYER CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew Zuehlke (pastor of 

First Presbyterian Church of Bismarck), his 

wife Michelle, and big sister Ariana, share 

the news of the birth of Nathaniel James. He 

joined the Zuehlke family on October 27, 

2014, at 8:00 a.m. He was born at a healthy 

9 lbs 9 oz and 22 1/2 inches. God is great! 

 

Blake Reikow, son of Deanna Reikow 

(Teaching Elder from First Presbyterian 

Church of Mandan), was injured in a 

hunting accident and had surgery on 

November 14, 2014. Recovery will be four 

weeks; no movement, then major therapy 

afterwards. Prayers are still requested for 

Blake and his family. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 

 

Please pray for our congregations in 

transition and congregations that are in need 

of healing. 

 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of 

the Presbytery and the church in every time 

and place as we move forward in God’s 

service. 

 
If you or someone from your congregations would 

like a prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the 

Presbytery, please contact the office at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If the 

request is on behalf of someone else, please check 

with them before requesting. 
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BOOST YOUR CHURCH FINANCE 
By: Teaching Elder Elaine Sveet, pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 

      The ministry we share to God’s glory, benefits from strong financial 

support.  Here’s a summary of an article on the top 7 Trends in Church 

Stewardship (http://www.kluth.org/churchstewardship7trends.htm).  

Consider applying some of these at your congregation.  

1) Educate about financial generosity being a sign of spiritual 

maturity.  Giving is a spiritual matter.  Teach it. 

2) Provide education about escaping debt through seminars, small groups and Sunday School.  If people sitting in 

your church each weekend are drowning in a sea of financial mismanagement and growing indebtedness they may 

well feel unable to give what they would dream of giving. 

3) Communicate proactively and positively. Your church treasurer announcing you are behind in your budget 

might release a few tight-fisted dollars, but doesn’t help people understand their giving as part of worship or the 

joy in being a committed participant in the rewarding work of our Lord.   

4) Ask beyond liquid assets.  Research shows 90% of a person’s financial wealth is not cash flow but assets and 

estate.  Yet nearly all of a church’s stewardship concentrates on getting cash into the Sunday collection plate.  The 

biggest gifts a person will ever be able to give during their lifetime or at their death are from their assets/estate 

(property, vehicles, investments, business interests, jewelry, artwork, life insurance, etc.).  90% of the people in 

our churches pass away without having given anything to their church from beyond their liquid assets.  Wills and 

estate planning opportunities should be offered regularly.  

5) Create electronic giving options.  Respond to the cultural shift in how people now ‘do’ money.   On-line giving, 

electronic fund transfers, giving kiosks, stock brokerage accounts, and Christian community foundation accounts 

are all part of a growing trend.  Many people rarely carry check books and do much of their budgeting, bill 

payments and financial work online, or through their phones.  

6) Preach biblically on finances.  Studies show 85% of pastors are uncomfortable preaching, teaching, or talking 

about money. 90% of seminaries in America over the last thirty years have not taught a biblical approach to 

personal and church finances. Sermon series on a range of financial topics are possible from a Biblical perspective 

– earning, savings, debts, materialism, generosity, investing, and more.  

7) Empower those with the Special Gift of Giving.  While all Christians have a responsibility to give from 

whatever resources the Lord entrusts to them, some individuals have uniquely been given a special gift of giving.  

This normally means they are able to make significant amounts of money, they choose to live on less than they 

earn, and they are internally motivated to help fund or resource kingdom causes.  Just like someone with a gift of 

leadership, service, teaching, etc. these people also need opportunities and encouragement to use and develop this 

valuable gift God has given them.   

      I would also add an 8th:  Go beyond the Congregation.  The church need not be self-sufficient. All that we do for 

God benefits more than the church members.  It may be flawed to presume others in the community would not want to 

support our presence and work.  Many are grateful that the church exists, even if they don’t worship weekly in our pews.  

Fundraising with the community forces us to engage with the community, to build relationships, and to educate about who 

we are and what we are doing.  Church suppers, talent auctions, rummage sales, bake sales, races and big galas may be 

opportunities for community partnership in ministry for God.   

       Book of Order:  The Session shall encourage the graces of generosity and faithful stewardship of personal and 

financial resources.  (G-3.0201c) Our 1001 Worshipping Communities Team seeks to not only help establish new 

ministries but to aid in the renewal of existing ones.  Strong finances may bolster great new and existing endeavors at your 

church.     

 

TWO YOUTH EVENTS SCHEDULED - SAVE THE DATES 
By: Scott Dobovsky, Youth Connection Team Leader 

      The youth connection team has two events this spring and summer for your 

congregation’s youth. May 1-3, 2015, will be the spring youth retreat at Crystal Springs camp 

(near Jamestown.) The theme for the retreat involves the idea of balance; how do we work 

towards balancing our faith and other things in our busy lives? The second event, will be this 

summer. We are planning a Presbytery-wide mission trip for Saturday, July 18 to Saturday, July 25, 2015. For the mission 

trip, we will be traveling around the state of North Dakota visiting and working with churches in our Presbytery.     

      More information on both of these events will be available early in January. If you have questions about them or 

anything related to the youth connection team, please contact Scott Dobovsky team leader at 

sdobovsky@firstpresfargo.org. 

Commit your work to the LORD, and 

your plans will be established. 
Proverbs 16:3 
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   CHRISTMAS SOCIAL – ALL WELCOME  
     The holiday season 

is just around the 

corner! The South-

Central ministry region 

is hosting a Christmas Social at the First Presbyterian Church 

of Lisbon on Sunday, December 7, 2014, from 4:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. Join us for a family friendly fun afternoon of music, 

fellowship and a meal.  

      At 6:00 p.m., we will watch the town’s parade of lights 

just a half block from the church. Please bring a baked 

Christmas treat to share. Spread the word of this wonderful 

event. The more the merrier!  

     Please RSVP by December 2, 2014, to the Presbytery 

office at 701-772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
       The South-West Ministry Region is inviting all 

confirmation classes to join them in learning about PC(USA) 

worship, history, and government. The retreat will be on 

Friday, December 5, 2014, starting at 7:00 p.m. and go to 4:00 

p.m. on Saturday, December 6, 2014, at the First Presbyterian 

Church of Bismarck.  

      Breakfast will be provided for the group. It is suggested to 

bring snacks for the evening, a pillow and sleeping bag. If you 

have any questions or have a youth who will be attending, 

please contact the Rev. Paul Snyder at 218-230-8041. 

 

TRIVIA GAME VIA FACEBOOK 
        The Presbytery office will once again 

host a trivia game on the Facebook. The 

questions will pertain to a holiday theme and 

will start at the end of November thru 

Christmas. The answers will be tracked and a 

winner will be announced in the New Year. 

So, become a fan of the Presbytery Facebook 

page and join in the fun!  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
By: Donna Preston, Bdecan Ministry Team Leader, and Joe Obermeyer, Youth and Outreach Coordinator at Bdecan Presbyterian Church 

      Thank you to the churches, individuals, and groups who contributed to Bdecan’s Kids Winter Clothes 

Giveaway at Woodlake Rec Center in Tokio ND. It was held on November 6, 2014, from 6 to 8:00 p.m. 

Without your help, this giveaway would not be possible. Parents picked up winter clothing for over 100 

children this year. Most of the children received a warm winter jacket, cap, mittens, and a scarf.  

      The Winter Clothes Giveaway is about more than just keeping kids warm, which is important enough 

on its own.  In order for kids on Spirit Lake Reservation to get on the school bus, they must have a coat 

and boots on. Because of your contributions to this event, you are allowing more kids to go to school this 

winter, and in the future. Your contributions are changing lives on the Spirit Lake Reservation. 

      The Bdecan Ministry Team had a successful two days at the Moorhead Center Mall Church Bazaar. It 

wasn’t just a bake sale and craft show, but a time to share the wonderful things we are doing on the Spirit 

Lake Reservation and at the Bdecan Presbyterian Church.  A special thank you to all who contributed 

items for the sale. This year was financially more successful than last year. I do want to thank all those who worked: Lana 

Schultz, Jan Carlson, Rosie and Bob Helland, Sharon and Al Johnson, Donna Monteith, Mary Jo Moorhead, and Ron and 

Gloria Porter. 

Continue on page 4. 

 REGIONAL GATHERINGS 

      Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another.  The more we get 

together the stronger our connections grow, the more 

our knowledge of one another, the more we care for and 

love for one another can flourish, and the more good we 

can to do God’s glory. Watch for future details of the 

gatherings below: 
 

North-East Ministry Region 

 Winter – Mission Work Day 

 January 31, 2015 – Officer/Elder Training 

 April 2015 – Northland Rescue Mission / 

Planning Meeting 
North-West Ministry Region 

 December 12 & 13, 2014 - Youth Lock-in - for 

13-18 year olds to participate in the 30 hour 

famine. Contact Deb Burger-Peery, if you have 

youth that are interested. 

 January 31, 2015 - Officer/Elder Training 

South-Central Ministry Region 

 December 7, 2014 - Christmas Social 

 Spring 2015 - Presentation on Evangelism 

South-East Ministry Region 

 January 13, 2015 – Movie Night 

 May 9, 2015 – Fargo/Moorhead Marathon 

South-West Ministry Region 

 December 5 & 6 – Confirmation Retreat 

 February 2015 – Winter Festival 

 April 2015 – Weekly Lent Worship Services 

 

      If you would like to know more about any of the 

above mentioned gatherings, or you have suggestions/ 

ideas for your region please contact Alissa Anderson, 

Administrator for Connections and Records, at 701-

772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com. 
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Presbytery’s Calendar 
 

    Dec 4 Council Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand 

Forks 

    Dec 5 & 6 Confirmation Retreat (pg 3) 

    Dec 7 Christmas Social (pg 3) 

    Dec 9 Committee On Ministry cc 

    Dec 24-25 Holiday, office closed 

    Dec 31 Holiday, office closed 

 

2015 
    Jan 1 Holiday, office closed 

    Jan 7 Youth Connection Team cc 

    Jan 8 1001 Worshiping 

Communities cc 

    Jan 13 SE Movie Night 

    Jan 15 Council cc 

    Jan 31 Officer/Elder training 

    Feb 18 Ash Wednesday 

    Feb 19 Council meeting location TBA 

    March 6 World Day of Prayer 

    April 5 Easter 

    April 11 PW Gathering in Colgate 

    April 17-18 Annual Presbytery Meeting at 

First - Grand Forks 

    Oct 23-24 Fall Presbytery Meeting at 

Glencoe Sloan Memorial, rural 

Bismarck 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 
“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Donna Preston, Joe Obermeyer, 

Elaine Sveet,  Sylvia Pringle, Alissa Anderson and 

Laurie Elhard 

 

Copy deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

       Some changes for everyone to note. From this point forward, all 

financial donations should be sent to the Presbytery office.  Please 

make sure to write “Bdecan” in the memo line and a short note of 

what the money is to be used for: salary, food pantry, general, etc.  

     Joe Obermeyer continues to visit churches telling the Bdecan story. 

If you would like him to come to your church, PW group, or another 

meeting, contact him at bdecanpresbyterianchurch@yahoo.com (new 

email) or 701-294-2283 to set up a time. 

      The Bdecan Presbyterian Church also has a new website, 

www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org; make sure to check it out.  

 

2015 PER CAPITA 
      2015 Per Capita was approved at the October Presbytery Meeting. 

The per capita apportionment is based on the funds necessary for the 

Presbytery/Synod/General Assembly to do their essential 

ecclesiastical work. 

       2015 Per Capita Apportionment breakdown is: 

General Assembly                     $   7.07  

Synod of Lakes & Prairies        $   5.20 

Northern Plains Presbytery       $ 31.00 

Total 2014 Per Capita           $ 43.27    

      The Presbytery office has a free brochure which will help 

individuals understand the fundamentals of Per Capita and Unified 

mission.  If you would like to receive a copy, please contact the office 

at 701-772-0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com. 
 

END OF YEAR TO DO LIST 
By: Ruling Elder Lana Schultz, chair of the Session Records Committee 

     With 2014 almost over, the Session Records Committee wanted to 

remind clerks of session and moderators of some items to include in 

your session's agenda before the end of the year: 

1. Elect the church treasurer and clerk of session 

2. Conduct the deacons' annual review 

3. Approve the statistical report for your church  

4. Appoint an auditor or financial person to review the 

church's financial records. 

5. Report on the reading of session's records from September 

or October. 

6. Set an annual meeting date and storm date for 2015. 

7. Consider starting each session meeting with devotions as 

part of continuing education. 

8. Be sure you have adopted and implemented a sexual 

misconduct policy. 

9. Insure you have adequate property and liability insurance 

for facilities, programs, staff, and officers. 

      The Session Records Committee welcomes your questions, 

suggestions and concerns.  The Presbytery office, at 701-772-0783 or 

email pnpoffice@gmail.com, can put you in contact with Stated Clerk 

Michael Lochow, committee chair Lana Schultz, or committee 

members Denise Olson or Dorothy Bergh. 

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
     The Presbytery office will be closing on December 

20, 2014, and will reopen on January 5, 2015. We hope 

you have a safe and a blessed Christmas.   

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com
mailto:bdecanpresbyterianchurch@yahoo.com
http://www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org/
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com

