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NORTHERN LIGHTS NEWSLETTER 
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS – SPRING 2020 
 

 
Moderator’s Musings 

 
 Lana Schultz, PWP Moderator 

 

 
The Coordinating Team is planning for our 2020 Spring Gathering on April 25, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. at Bdecan Presbyterian 

Church.  We are collecting paper products, backpacks and school supplies for the Bdecan Church on that day.  The focus 

for the Gathering is domestic violence with speakers from Dakota Presbytery and Devils Lake.  “What can you do to 

empower women?” Churchwide suggests:  (1) Become a women’s advocate;  (2) Mentor a young woman who might be 

at risk; (3) Promote education, training and professional development for women to move forward; (4) Spread the 

message that violence against women is contrary to the basic premise of every religion, including Christianity. 

In this newsletter is a poster for displaying in your church inviting all Presbyterian Women to the Spring Gathering.  We 

are in need of PW groups or PW members to help out at Spring Gathering with: 

(1) closing devotions;  

(2) ushers at worship;  

(3) special music during worship;  

(4) pianist;  

(5) elders to assist with communion;  

(6) morning snacks;  

(7) name tags;  

(8) afternoon snacks;  

(9) I will check with the Bdecan ministry team about lunch 

Let Lana Schultz know by email (lanaj0@casselton.net ) or telephone (701-238-4538) where you can help out. 

The Search Committee is looking for members to serve on its committee.  This committee meets by email and 

telephone.  If you or someone you know would be interested in serving on the Search Committee, please contact 
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Charlotte Enger (char.enger1950@gmail.com) or Donna Preston (preston@cord.edu or preston@gra.midco.net).  Next 

year the positions of Moderator and Secretary are open.  Please consider serving on PWP’s Coordinating Team and 

contact the search committee. 

VOLUNTEERS 

I am looking for 2-3 volunteers to work this year with our Vice Moderator, Paula Christensen, on updates to our 

bylaws.  This project could probably be done by email.  Let me know by email (lanaj0@casselton.net ) or telephone (701-

238-4538) if you would be interested in being part of this bylaw review group. 

MISSION 

Mission dollars were given to the Chogoria Ministry Team for their mission trip, Bdecan Ministry Team for camp 

scholarships, Clearwater Forest for camp scholarships, First Presbyterian Church of Bismarck for a mission trip, and First 

Presbyterian Church of Mandan to print the New Testament for Agutaynen people in the Philippines. 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

March 5 Quarterly pledge due to PW Treasurer, Sharon Johnson 

March 28 Presbytery meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Baker, MN 

April 25  Spring Gathering at Bdecan Presbyterian Church 

June 5  Quarterly pledge due to PW Treasurer, Sharon Johnson 

June 15  Application for Birthday Offering due to PW Treasurer, Sharon Johnson 

ONLINE BOOK STUDY 

The Synod’s Native American Committee is hosting an online book study on White Birch, Red Hawthorn  A Memoir  by 
Nora Murphy.  The book study starts Monday, Feb. 17, at 1:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. at no cost.  Registration to Marilyn 
Stone is required.  A flyer with more details are in this newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:char.enger1950@gmail.com
mailto:preston@cord.edu
mailto:preston@gra.midco.net
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Together In Service 

 
 Lana Schultz, PWP Moderator 
 
 
Twelve PW groups reported on a variety of mission projects.  A majority contribute to the mission pledge, thank 
offering, Fellowship of the Least Coin, and World Day of Prayer.  Local mission projects served are many, including 
Salvation Army, food pantries, Northlands Rescue Mission, Bdecan ministry, backpacks and supplies for school-aged 
children.   
 
In-kind mission projects include: 

--Kids’ fleece blankets for hospitals 
--quilting 
--gift baskets of goodies 
--Little Dresses for Africa 
--Little Britches 
--church clean up 
--t-shirt diapers 

 
 

Community mission projects include: 
-community garden 
-sewing days 
-serving luncheons, funerals, holiday dinners       

and tea, Valentine’s Day Trays 
-prayer shawls 
-pie socials 
-annual birthday party at hospital 
-bake sale 
-meals on wheels 

 
One-fourth of the PW groups reporting shared that a good thing that happened this past year was more young women 
are attending PW meetings and activities.   
 
Thank you for your reports and sharing the good work of PW. 
 
 

Congratulations to the  
2020 Birthday Offering Recipients!        
Horizons, Jan./Feb. 2020 
 
1.  $135,000 to GAP Ministries of Augusta, Georgia.  By renovating the second floor and adding an elevator, GAP can 
address other needs of the homeless such as Saturday service, expanded health assistance, and meeting space for 
partnering ministries. 
 
2.  $75,000 to Community Presbyterian Child Learning Center in Payson, Arizona.  This grant will help build a modern 
facility that will increase the number of children served and provide infant care for the first time in Payson, to the Tonto 
Apache Tribe and neighboring communities. 
 
3.  $75,000 to Liberty Community Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the first and only African-led Presbyterian 
congregation in Minnesota.  This grant will help renovate the Northside Healing Homeplace and expand programming 
such as supportive housing, workforce development, care for survivors of trauma and commercial sexual exploitation. 
 
4.  $100,000 to PREOBRAZHENIYE in Davydovo, Russia.  This grant will help construct an assisted living facility that 
provides suitable living conditions, constant medical support and an environment where adults with disabilities can 
realize their rights to freedom of religion and work. 
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Learn to do good; seek 
justice, rescue the 
oppressed, 
Isaiah 1:17a 
 
 

 
2020 Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

Of Northern Plains Presbytery 
 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church, 34th St. NE, Tokio, ND 

Registration:  9:30 a.m.   Fee:  $15  
RSVP to Lana Schultz (701-238-4538) by April 17, 2020 

 
 

Speakers:   Pastor Fern Cloud, Pejuhutazizi Presbyterian Church in 

Granite Falls and Stated Clerk of Dakota Presbytery 
 
Meladie Desplzeos, Safe Alternatives for Abused Families in Devils Lake 
 

 

Mission Opportunity:  Bdecan Presbyterian Church on Spirit Lake 
Reservation with donations of paper plates, napkins, plastic utensils, 

disposable coffee cups, toilet paper,  
backpacks, and school supplies 
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Register today to join a book study . . . 
 

   White Birch, Red Hawthorn   
                    A Memoir 
                 by Nora Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daytime study begins:  Monday, February 17, 2020 at 1:30-2:30 PM (CST) 
Evening study begins:  Monday, February 17, 2020 at 6:30-7:30 PM (CST) 

Groups will meet every two weeks for four sessions 

                              
Synopsis:  “This is conquered land.” The Dakota woman’s words, spoken at a community meeting in St. Paul, 

struck Nora Murphy forcefully. Her own Irish great-great grandparents, fleeing the potato famine, had laid 

claim to 160 acres in a virgin maple grove in Minnesota. That her dispossessed ancestors’ homestead, The 

Maples, was built upon another, far more brutal dispossession is the hard truth underlying White Birch, Red 

Hawthorn, a memoir of Murphy’s search for the deeper connections between this contested land and the 

communities who call it home. 

In twelve essays, each dedicated to a tree significant to Minnesota, Murphy tells the story of the grove that, 

long before the Irish arrived, was home to three Native tribes: the Dakota, Ojibwe, and Ho-Chunk. She notes 

devastating strategies employed by the U.S. government to wrest the land from the tribes, but also revisits 

iconic American tales that subtly continue to promote this displacement—the Thanksgiving story, the Paul 

Bunyan myth, and Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House books.  

In retrieving these stories, White Birch, Red Hawthorn uncovers lingering wounds of the past—and the 

possibility that, through connection to this suffering, healing can follow. The next step is simple, Murphy tells 

us: listen. 

 
 
 

  

 

This book study is sponsored by Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies and led by members of the PWS Native American Concerns Committee. 

It is open to interested women and men across the synod, 
via Zoom teleconferencing (using computer or phone) 

There is no charge to participate nor to use Zoom, yet registration is required. 
 
 

 

  

   Register by contacting Marilyn Stone at mmstone52@att.net  
 

  Provide the following information:  - Name 
- Email address    - Phone # 
- Presbytery     - Afternoon or evening study preference 

      

mailto:mmstone52@att.net
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Fall 2019 Cluster Gathering 

 
Mendenhall Presbyterian hosted the Fall Gathering on September 21, 2019. The theme was Following God’s 
Commandments. 
 
Speakers included Dr. Bruce Storhaug, a representative from Feed My Starving Children; a representative from Sunshine 
House in Grand Forks; Rev. Marjorie Ackerman, Northern Plains Presbytery Leader; and PWP Moderator, Lana Schultz. 
 
The offering went to the Bdecan Presbyterian Church and the Sunshine House. Winter wear items were collected for 
Bdecan along with paper products and cleaning supplies. 
 

 
Rev. Marji Ackerman, Presbytery Executive Leader, focuses on 5 areas: relationships, 
finance, training, spirituality, and preparation. 
 
Rev. Ackerman explained that the organizational structure of the Presbytery is now linear 
rather than hierarchical, meaning that there is no longer a central decision maker. It is now 
organized as a Pod system.  
 
The Presbytery is urging all to incorporate technology in order to improve sustainability. 
For example, use remote video conferencing services such as Zoom (zoom.us) or Skype 
(www.skype.com) to host meetings.  
 
Rev. Ackerman may be contacted at revmarji19@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Bruce Storhaug, a native of Thief River Falls, represented Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC).  This organization, founded in 1987 in Minnesota, is a Christian non-profit that 
provides nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for malnourished children. In 
1917, more than 1.2 million volunteers packed more than 333 million meals. Dr. Storhaug 
stressed the difference between “hungry” and “malnourished,” and it is the degree to 
which one goes without life-sustaining nutrition.  
 
Dr. Storhaug works directly with the local Grand Forks FMSC organization. The next GF 
packing session is April 17-19, 2020. They pack over 400,000 meals, need 2,020 volunteers, 
and need to raise $97,044. Ninety-one percent (91%) of the funds go directly to meals.  
 
When the Grand Forks organization began, it packaged 271,000 meals. Now it does 
404,000. They need 240 people for every 2 hour shift to get the work done. If interested in partaking in the packaging of 
these meals, you can sign up about 4-5 weeks prior to the event. 

 
For local gifting, make checks payable to FMSC, 306 Circle Hills Dr., 
GF  58201. 
 
GF link:  https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2004-021ea-grand-forks-nd-
greater-grand-forks/c246695 
 
 Lana Schultz, PWP Moderator, shared information about the 2020 Spring 
Gathering and other PW news. 

http://www.skype.com/
mailto:revmarji19@gmail.com
https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2004-021ea-grand-forks-nd-greater-grand-forks/c246695
https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2004-021ea-grand-forks-nd-greater-grand-forks/c246695
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Devotion  

The Strength of Ten People by Karen Moore from Wellspring 365 Meditations to Refresh Your Soul. 

Therefore, the Lord God, the holy one of Israel, says:  In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust 
shall be your strength.  Isaiah 30:15 

Are you good about lifting weights to strengthen your upper body or to give some tone to the rest of you?  Do you 
meditate and pray to strengthen your soul and your spirit?  Bravo for you if you do these things. 
 
Think about what you admire about a strong person.  Some people you know have a kind of Samson strength where 
they can lift nearly anything, but may still be foolish about the way they conduct their lives.  Some people have a deep 
resolve, an inner strength, that tells you not to mess with them at all because they know who they are and have 
unshakable faith. 
 
You may not often feel like you have the strength of ten people, but God knows your potential.  He knew how to build 
you and create a strength in you that is undeniable.  It doesn’t depend on you, it depends on him.  Whenever you are 
weak, God is strong.  Show him your spiritual muscles today. 
 
Lord, thank you for the strength you continue to give me to lead others, help others, love others.  Raise me up past my 
weaknesses, to become stronger in you.  Amen. 
 

Fargo First Presbyterian 
 
 Nancy Lium 

 

 
First Presbyterian PW has started 2020 with a fund drive contacting all 300+ women of our congregation to remind them 
they are all invited to all our activities as well as contribute to our annual budget supporting our many projects. 
 
Our Town Hall series continues on Monday, April 6, 2020 with Spencer Stone, Author and actor.  His book, "The 15:17 to 
Paris" tells of his and his friends attack on a would-be terrorist on a train to Paris.  The Monday, April 27, 2020, program 
will be Amanda Knox, who is also an author with her bestselling memoir, "Waiting to be Heard".  She spent 4 years in an 
Italian prison convicted of murdering her roommate.  Town Hall series are held in the Fargo Holiday Inn and begin at 
10:30 am.  Tickets for the 2020-21 series will be available starting in May.  
 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at 12 Noon, our PW General meeting will be held at First Presbyterian.  We will be having a 
program from Don Kinzler, Master Gardener and columnist for the "Fargo Forum.”  The "Least coin" offering will be 
dedicated.  Lunch will be provided by Leah Circle for a nominal charge.  All are welcome.  Join us for a wonderful 
program and lunch. 
 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at 12 noon, our PW General meeting will be held at First Presbyterian.  We will be having a 
program from the "Senior Companion Program" of Lutheran Social Services.  Senior Companions, are seniors who serve 
by going into homes of other Seniors and giving them a helping hand with light housekeeping, friendship and 
conversations. The lunch will be served by Naomi/Ruth Circle.  The "Birthday offering" will be dedicated.  Join us and 
find out what we are all about.  We welcome all visitors. 
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News from Bottineau 
  

Karol Patterson 

 

 
The United Parish Presbyterian Women in Bottineau, ND, are looking forward to a busy, rewarding 2020. 
 
In January we began quilting, providing quilts for many local and state organizations. We will be participating in the 
World Day of Prayer as well as serving a meal for Lent and sponsoring a birthday party for the long-term residents at our 
local hospital. Our local missions will be: Backpacks (filled with supplies), milk cards, sweatpants, sweatshirts, socks, and 
underwear for pre-school through second grade at our elementary school. Fleece blankets will be donated to our local 
hospital emergency room and our walk-in clinic. We will be providing bags of candy to our nursing home for residents to 
hand out at Halloween. Before Christmas, we will put up a tree in our church for people to donate mittens, scarves, hats 
and socks to our local Cheerbox Campaign. In November of 2019, the women had a gift basket and bake sale with the 
proceeds going to support our quilting mission and to buy Christmas gifts for our Sunday School cradle roll and our shut-
ins and nursing home residents. 
 
In November the United Parish Church provides a Thanksgiving meal for our community with much appreciated help 
from others in our community. Our church will also be taking our turn working at our local food pantry and delivering 
Meals-on-Wheels. 
 
Our PW sends cards to those who are ill or lost a loved one, and we also send Christmas and Easter cards. 
 
Along with our many local missions, we also contribute to the Jamestown College, Least Coin, Thank offering, and 
Birthday offering. Along with our other church Circle, we sponsor a girl in Uganda through Compassion International. 
 
We will end our year with a potluck Christmas party in December. 

 

 
Hallock Updates 

 
 Harley Younggren 

 
The Hallock Presbyterian Women meet 4 times a year. Our February meeting has usually been a time of 
mission projects. Over the years, we have made diapers from t-shirts, dress for little girls in Africa, and sanitary 
pads, protectors and bags to carry the pads.  This year, we were without a project. One of our members made 
a tote bag from a t-shirt that could be used to carry groceries. If any groups have a simple mission project, 
please let us know. 
 
Our women’s group has three circles.   One group decorated our Christmas tree. One member of this circle 
made many snowflakes from plastic hangers (16 per snowflake). 
You can view these snowflakes by going to the Facebook homepage of Hallock Presbyterian Church.  Our 
church was very festive as we celebrated Jesus birth. 
 
Our next meeting is in April.  We celebrate the Birthday offering and give gifts to our church kitchen. Items 
brought include coffee, packaged cookies and paper products. 
 
Our group is small...but committed. 
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POD Structure 

According to BBRCreative.com, a POD structure is “a small group of individuals with complementary skills working with a 

shared purpose to complete a portion of a larger project…” 

Looking to the future and figuring out how to be the church today, The Presbytery of the Northern Plains adopted 
a structure to help us more efficiently accomplish our responsibilities and tasks. 
 
The structure breaks down the Presbytery responsibilities into four core areas of responsibilities: 
 
 
               
Missions                        Leadership                           Care of                                Care of                         Preparation              
                                                                                  Congregations               Pastoral Leaders                in Ministry 
 
 
 
 
These core areas of responsibilities are being called pods, and would be the similar to a committee. The major 
difference, each task of responsibility assigned to a pod would have a task leader. These task leaders make up 
the membership of the pod along with the chairperson. 

 
Sources: 

https://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/new-structure 

https://f8fabacc-ff7d-4885-a95f-3c8d1abd3317.filesusr.com/ugd/53c815_526d6bf62a274eda857a865da57a1c81.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest 

commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

Matthew 22:37-40 

 

https://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/new-structure
https://f8fabacc-ff7d-4885-a95f-3c8d1abd3317.filesusr.com/ugd/53c815_526d6bf62a274eda857a865da57a1c81.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A37-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A37-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23912b
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Mission Projects 

 

PCUSA Projects:   Presbyterianwomen.org  --PW’s Annual Fund 
 --Birthday offering    --Recognition/Memorial Gifts 
 --Honorary Life Memberships   --International Medical Missionary 
 --Fellowship of the Least Coin   --Congo Palm Development Project 
 --Horizons Magazine    --Roma Development Project 
 --Widening the Circle Endowment  --Thank offering 
  

 
Donations-in-Kind Needed 
 
1. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance--Gift of the Heart Kits (school, hygiene) for people in need following 
disasters in the U.S. and around the world.   Instructions at: http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits  and in this 
newsletter.  Kits given to Lana Schultz by April 16 will be delivered to distribution center. 

2.  Freethegirls.org exists to help girls rescued from sex trafficking live a life of true freedom.  Donate  
new or gently used bras so survivors can earn a safe income selling bras in the second-hand market-place.  
Drop off location at Albertville Hanesbrand in Albertville Outlet. 
 
3.  Days for Girls makes sani-panties and tote bags for girls to keep them in school.  Contact:  Jacqui  
Deem at grandforksnd@daysforgirls.org to partner with the Grand Forks chapter.  
 
4.  Little Dresses for Africa made from pillowcases and distributed to orphanages, schools and churches.  
www.littledressesforafrica.org  Ship dresses to Michigan.  
 
5.   Knitting4Peace for families in local and global areas of conflict.  www.knitting4peace.org  
Ship items to Colorado.  Roger Maris Cancer Center may be looking for knit hats. 
 
6.   Knitted Knockers are prosthesis for those who have had a mastectomy.  
www.knittedknockers.org/make-a-knocker   Send to  Heart to Heart Gift Shop, Attn: Gayle, Email: 
lduchscher@hamc.com, 800 South Main Ave, Rugby, ND  58368  (701) 776-5455 Hospital Gift Shop or Arlyce 
Malarkey, Email: ammalarkey@gmail.com, Bismarck, ND  (701) 426-5236 donates to cancer centers in ND. 
 
7.  Plastic sleeping mats crocheted from plastic grocery bags (500-700 bags/mat).  Instructions in this 
newsletter.  Before you begin, check with local shelters to see if there is a need for plastic mats. 
 
8.  Clearwater Forest Camp at clearwaterforest.org.  On the camp’s wish list are box fans, ceiling  
fans, picnic tables, bike helmets, etc.   Financial donations are also appreciated. 
 
9.  Bdecan Church in Tokio, ND on Spirit Lake Reservation.  Paper products, backpacks, school supplies.  
Financial donations are also appreciated.   www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org 
 

 

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits
http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/
http://www.knitting4peace.org/
http://www.knittedknockers.org/make-a-knocker
mailto:lduchscher@hamc.com
mailto:ammalarkey@gmail.com
http://www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org/
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Financial Donations Needed 
 
1.  OIKO Credit invests in women in 67 countries allowing them to reinvest in their own businesses.  
 www.oikocredit.org 
 
2.  Bread for the World promotes proper nutrition.  www.bread.org 
 
3.  Heifer International dedicated to ending world hunger by providing animals, trees, etc. and training to help 
families obtain a sustainable source of food and income.  www.heifer.org 
 
4.  Church World Service provides sustainable self-help and development, disaster relief, and refugee  
assistance in more than 80 countries.  www.churchworldservice.org. 
 
5.  ECPAT International (End Child Prostitution and Trafficking) found in 88 countries have one common 
mission:  to eliminate the sexual exploitation of children.  www.ecpatusa.org 
 
6.  SERRV supports low-income producers by marketing their products.  Serrv is a risk-free way to  
introduce fair trade to your community.  Purchase items or donate online at www.serrv.org 
 

Gift of the Heart Kits 
HYGIENE KIT PRODUCTS (Value $15) 
 
1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 
1 — washcloth 
1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 
1 — nail clipper (remove from package) 
1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 
10 --Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 
Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. If you wish, seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a 
zipper closure.  http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/. Do not include any religious symbols or notes. 
 

School Kit (Value $15) 
1--pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip) 
1--30-cm ruler (12”) 
1--hand-held pencil sharpener 
6--new pencils with erasers 
1--large eraser 
1--box of 24 crayons 
3--70-count spiral notebooks or tape-bounded pads of 8” x 10.5” ruled paper or pads with 200-210 sheets of 
ruled paper.  Do not include filler paper. 
1--cloth bag, 12” x 14” to 14” x 17” finished size cotton cloth bag with cloth handles.  (Please do not use 
reusable shopping bags or backpacks).  Do not include any religious symbols or notes.  Place all items in cloth 
bag.  Pattern attached and online at  
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/goh-schoolkitbagpattern.pdf 

http://www.oikocredit.org/
http://www.bread.org/
http://www.heifer.org/
http://www.churchworldservice.org/
http://www.ecpatusa.org/
http://www.serrv.org/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/
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Packing and Sending "Gift of the Heart" Kits 
--Completed Kits should be packed in boxes with only one type of Kit in each box.  But, if you have a small 
number of different kinds of Kits, they can be combined in one box. 
--Clearly mark the outside of the box with the contents. 
--Complete mailing form below and place it inside the top of your box before sealing it.  
--Secure the boxes with packing tape. 

Please complete the form below and include inside your boxes of kits: 
 
Congregation/Group: Presbyterian Women of Northern Plains Presbytery 
Contact Person:  
Date:    
Address:   
City/State/Zip:  
Email:     Phone:    
Number/Type of Kits:  Hygiene kits:  School kits: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work 

and the love you have shown him as you have 

helped his people and continue to help them. 

Hebrews 6:10 
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Subscribe to the print edition and receive a free copy of the annual Bible study and get free access to 

the digital edition. 

Print Edition Terms United States International 

1 Year (6 issues) $24.95 $34.95 

2 Year (12 issues) You save 12% $44.00 $64.00 

3 Year (18 issues) You save 16% $63.00 $93.00 

I also have the option to subscribe to the digital-only edition and save 40% off the print subscription 
price. I’ll receive an email letting me know when a new issue is up and I can view it on my iPad, 
iPhone, BlackBerry Torch, Playbook, Android, Mac and PC. 

The digital edition does not include the annual Bible study. 

Digital Edition Terms United States International 

1 Year (6 issues)You save 40% 
(and trees—go green!) 

$15.00 $15.00 

 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

EARTH DAY 
APRIL 22 

 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/
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Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
  

Carrie Boldish 
 

*This article was originally 
written for Midway 
Community Parish Newsletter 
and adapted for PW Northern 
Lights Newsletter 
 
 
Fred Rogers always opened 
his TV program, Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, by donning his signature 
cardigan and singing his theme song, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor.” 
 
Rogers, in his quiet way, softly addressed the social and emotional 
needs of children in his audience. His quiet demeaner penetrated 
through the tv and settled upon the room where his audience 
listened carefully to his sage words. There was no big hullabaloo, no 
music blasting, no cartoon characters interrupting the dialogue. And 
so it comes to me that not all things must be BIG, LOUD, or 
EXTRAVAGANT to get our attention and make a point. 
 
The Rogers’ theme song also reminds me of the importance of being 
a good neighbor. PW is an organization that is central to our 
church’s mission of serving others. It should remind us of the 
importance of the church as a foundation to our society. The Bible 
says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another” (John 13:35).  
 
We show love for our neighbors in many ways. We recognize births, 
birthdays, graduations, and other important life events. We send 
cards, flowers, casseroles, and prayers to those infirmed. We text 
and email notes of encouragement. We visit on Main Street, in the 
Post Office, and at the café and hardware store. Nothing Big Deal: 
just simple, genuine exchange of greetings and well wishes. 
Do we really know our neighbors? Do we know their needs? In the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus addresses who our neighbors 
are. When a man was attacked and beaten by robbers, only one of 
three men who came upon him took it upon himself to care for the 
one who was in despair. Who was the neighbor? “The one who had 
mercy upon him,” the expert in law replied. It is in the same parable 
that Jesus commands us to “…love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
As we begin a new year, let us be cognizant of who are neighbors 
are. Let’s ask the Lord to help us identify their needs and show 
mercy as we are urged to do. Won’t you be my neighbor?                                 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

March 
Women’s History Month 
Birthday Offering 
6 World Day of Prayer 
8 Celebrate Gifts of Women 
8 Int’l Women’s Day 
22 World Water Day 
24-30 Nat’l Farmworkers 

Awareness Week 
 
April 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
17 Int’l Day of Farmer’s 

Struggles 
21 Easter 
21 Nat’l Holocaust 

Remembrance Day 
22 Earth Day 
 
May 
3 May Day 
4-10  Children’s Book Week 
 
June 
21 Father’s Day: Men of the 
Church Sunday 
20 World Refugee Day 
20-27 224th General Assembly 
25 Orange Day 
28 PC(USA) World AIDS 
Sunday 
 
July  
4 Independence Day 
5 Immigration Sunday 
25 Orange Day 
 
 
SEE Horizons magazine for 
complete list 
 



 

 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE CONGREGATION 

ANNUAL REPORT FORM 
 

Please complete the form with members of your circles/coordinating team. 

Moderator/Facilitator/Convener:  Term ends:  

Mailing address:   City: Zip: 

Best Phone:  Email address: 

  

Co-Moderator/Vice Moderator (circle one)  

Name:  Term ends:  

Mailing address:  City: Zip: 

Best Phone:  Email:  

  

Treasurer:   Term ends: 

Mailing address:   City: 

Best Phone:  Email address: 

  

Secretary/Clerk:   Term ends: 

Mailing address:   City: 

Best Phone:  Email address: 

If there is no one in your PWC who has an email address, can we use your church email address?       Yes       No 
Church email: 

Number of women in your congregation:    

Do you have an active, formally organized PWC?   Yes   No Number of women who attend PWC meetings: 

How many times did your PWC Directors/Coordinating 
team meet last year?   

Number of active circles/groups              
Number attending: 

How many women in the congregation fit into each of the 
following age ranges:    

30 & below:               31-40:              41-50:         51-60: 
61-70:                   70 & above: 

DO YOU:  

Use/Recite the PW Purpose:    Yes           No At every meeting/event?:    Yes               No 

Use Horizon study books:          Yes          No If no, list other study books used: 

  

  

Use the Mission Yearbook of Prayer & Study?:  Yes        No  

 
Please list the LOCAL MISSION PROJECTS your PWC has been involved with during the past year.  These may include:  
food pantries, homeless shelters, schools, prison ministries, non-profits providing services to those in need, Bdecan 
Ministry, Northlands Rescue Mission, Chogoria or projects adopted by the PW in the Presbytery (PWP):   

    

    

Please send completed form to:   
PWP Moderator:   Lana Schultz 
Address:  PO Box 891, Casselton, ND  58012 
Email:  lanaj0@casselton.net 
Forms are due: January 31, 2020 
Keep a copy for your records 
 

 

Many PWs in the Congregation (PWC) have different 
forms of leadership, a moderator, a facilitator, a 
different convener for each meeting or bible study.  
Please give us the information for the Leadership of 
your PW group.   



 

 

Has your PW participated in any of the following PW Mission Projects/Fundraising efforts:  (Please circle all that apply 
and add any others) 

Honorary Life Membership Birthday Offering Mission Pledge Thank Offering 

Global Exchange USA Mission Experience   

     Puente Community    
Resource Center, San 
Francisco, CA 

      Ciliwung Community 
Center, Jakarta, Indonesia 

  

     Bay Area Anti- Trafficking 
Coalition, Pescadores, CA 

       Suwung School and 
Clinic, Bali Indonesia 

  

 

Has your PW participated in any of the following PC (USA) Mission Projects/Fundraising efforts:  (Please circle all that 
apply and add any others) 

Hunger Program One Great Hour of Sharing PC(USA) Missionaries  Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Programs 

Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance 

   

     Gift of the Heart Kits How many:   

     School  kits,  How many:   

     Clean-up buckets How many:    

     Monetary Donations   $   

 
Has your PW participated in Ecumenical Mission Projects:  (Please circle all that apply and add any others) 

Fellowship of the Least Coin Habitat for Humanity Africa:  Little Dresses How many: 

Bread for the World Reusable Sanitary Products               Little Britches How Many: 

World Community Day Church World Service               T-shirt diapers  How Many: 

Church Women United Orange Day Heifer Project International Centsibility 

Thursday – Black Day World Day of Prayer  May Friendship Day  

    

    

Number of women who attended the Churchwide 
Gathering:   

Has anyone ever participated in the Global Exchange:   
Yes               No 

Number of women who attended the last Synod 
Gathering:   

Has anyone ever participated in the US Mission 
Experience:    Yes         No 

 
Has your PWC had programs focusing on any of the following Justice and Peace issues during the past year:   (Please 
circle all that apply and add any others) 

Human Trafficking Food Justice Water Issues Worker’s Rights 

Prison Reform Children’s Advocacy Immigration Race relations 

Children’s Literacy    

    

 
Please list any other PWC sponsored events, service activities or fundraisers you have participated in during the past 
year:  (These would include:  salad luncheons, sewing days, book clubs, church clean up days, etc) 

    

    

    

 



 

 

To help us get to know you better we would like to know more personal stories about your women’s groups.  Please 
choose one of the following options and share:    

 
1. Tell us about one favorite mission project.  Why do you support this project? What makes it special?   What 

relationships have grown out of it?  How those served experience the love of Christ through this project?   
Photos always welcome and greatly appreciated! 

Or 
 

2. Describe one good thing that has happened with your PW group in the past year.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may be asking “why do we want this information?”  Or, “Oh, no not another report?”  This 
annual report form takes the place of 3 reports submitted in the past-- your annual report, your 
officers’ list and the Together in Service report.  You now only need to submit this 1 annual report 
form to your PWP Moderator.  It will allow the PWP to give accurate information to Churchwide. 
 
The completed form is due on:  January 31, 2020.   
 
 
 



 

 

Presbyterian Women of the Northern Plains Presbytery 
Coordinating Team       2020-2021 

 
Moderator  (2018-2021)    Vice Moderator (2019-2022) 
Lana Schultz      Paula Christensen 
PO Box 891      420-43rd Avenue South 
Casselton, ND  58012     Moorhead, MN  56560 
701-347-5308 (H); 701-238-4538 (Cell)  218-233-5350 
lanaj0@casselton.net     paulaandtoby@msn.com 
 
Secretary  (2018-2021)    Treasurer  (2020-2023) 
Linda Warnke      Sharon Johnson 
1610 - 27th Street NE     1280 – 133rd Avenue SE 
Emerado, ND  58228     Hope, ND  58046 
701-594-5222      701-945-2680 (H); 701-799-7428 (Cell) 
gmalindawarnkelinda@outlook.com                            alshare@ictc.com 
 
Newsletter Editor (2020-2023)   Mission Pod Representative (2019-2022) 
Submissions due Feb. 1 and Aug.1   Paula Christensen 
Carrie Boldish      420-43rd Avenue South 
PO Box 187      Moorhead, MN  56560 
Gilby, ND  58235     218-233-5350 
218-791-2342      paulaandtoby@msn.com 
cboldish@gmail.com   
       Cluster Leaders 
Search Committee     North Cluster 
Charlotte Enger (2018-2021)    Hazel Merdink (2019-2020) 
1617 - 5-1/2 Avenue NE    1011-18th Avenue SE 
 Jamestown, ND  58401    East Grand Forks, MN  
701-269-5146      218-773-1832 
Char.enger1950@gmail.com    hmerdink@midco.net 
 
Donna Preston (2019-2022)    South Cluster (Vacant) 
PO Box 276 
Grandin, ND  58038 
701-238-7414 (Cell) 
preston@cord.edu 
preston@gra.midco.net     
 
Vacant      
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PW Moderators 2020 

SOUTH CLUSTER: Leader(s):    Vacant 

 

Baker/Downer Margaret Ann Thompson (Moderator), 14253 110th St. S., Barnesville, MN 56514, 

kathyscheffler@ymail.com (NO PW) 

Casselton Lana Schultz (contact), PO Box 891, Casselton, ND  58012;  (701) 347-5308; (701) 

238-4538 (Cell)   lanaj0@casselton.net    (No PW) 

*Colgate Anita Erickson (Moderator), Colgate, ND  gramanita.e@gmail.com 

 Jeanne Mewes (Vice Moderator), rmewes@rocketmail.com 

*Fargo Nancy Lium (Moderator), 1725 Whitestone Circle, Fargo, ND  (701) 235-0228 

liumn1949@gmail.com 

Glencoe Betty Day (Moderator), 13600-223rd St. SE, Moffit, ND  58560-9721;  (701) 226-

6921  bettyday@bektel.com 

*Grandin Pat Lockhart, (Co-Moderator) PO Box 110, Grandin, ND  58038 (701) 484-5758  

dplockhart2@yahoo.com; Gloria Porter (Co-moderator) 1089-160th Ave. SE, 

Grandin, ND  58038 (701) 636-4026 3pofarm@rrv.net 

Hunter Beth Meyers (Moderator), PO Box 263, Hunter, ND  58048  701-874-2436; Patsy 

Madsen (Vice Moderator) 1560-155th Ave. SE, Hunter, ND  58048  (701) 874-2223  

dnpmad@polarcomm.com 

*Jamestown Charlotte Enger (Moderator), 1617 - 5-1/2 Avenue NE, Jamestown, ND  58401;  

(701) 269-5146  char.enger1950@gmail.com 

Mandan Mary Meeker (Moderator), 1005 Sixth St. NW, Mandan, ND  58554 (701) 663-

6209   marym@bis.midco.net 

Moorhead Elizabeth Swee (Contact), 1714 Fifth Street South, Moorhead, MN  56560  (218) 

236-9346;  (701) 446-7479 (Cell);  bswee@aol.com 

   (No formal PW) 

Tower City Jane Pierce (Moderator), 2984-136th Ave. SE, Buffalo, ND  58011;  (701) 749-2557;  

jpierce@ictc.com 
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West Fargo Mary Jo Moorhead (Contact), 6401-64th Ave. S., Horace, ND  58047  (701) 277-

1414;  mjmoorhead5250@aol.com  (No formal PW) 

 

NORTH CLUSTER: Leader:  Hazel Merdink, 1011-18th Ave. SE, East Grand Forks,  
   MN  56721;  (218) 773-1832;  hmerdink@midco.net 

 

*Arvilla Linda Warnke (Moderator), 1610-27th St. NE, Emerado, ND  58228;  (701) 594-5222  

(218) 779-7357-cell preferred gmalindawarnkelinda@outlook.com 

*Bottineau Karol Patterson (Moderator), 1015 Main St., Bottineau, ND  58318  (701) 228-3176; 

(701) 263-1007 (Cell-preferred)  Unitedparishbottineau@gmail.com 

Crookston Marlys Finkenbinder (Moderator), 611 Euclid Ave., Crookston, MN 56716; (218) 281-

2870  gmfink3637@gmail.com; Gloria Watro, bgwatro@hotmail.com; Marsha 

Odom, modom@umn.edu 

Devils Lake Jean Baker (contact) 8727-58th St. NE, Devils Lake, ND  58301  (701) 395-4495  

jebaker@stellarnet.com  (no formal PW) 

E. Grand Forks Bev Casmey (Moderator), 1003-21st St. NW, East Grand Forks, MN  56721; (218-773-

0304)  dcasmey@gra.midco.net 

*Emerado Feryl McEwen (Moderator), 1234-28th St. NE, Emerado, ND  58228  ferylj@aol.com 

(prefers info mailed) 701- 594-2253; Jan Martin (Treasurer) 749 South 30th Street, 

Apt. 340, Grand Forks, ND 58201;  (701) 741-1392 

Gilby Lila Stewart (Moderator), PO Box 25, Gilby, ND  58235 (701) 869-2422;  

arniandlila@yahoo.com; Vicki Bunker, bunkervl@polarcomm.com 

*Hallock  Jan Younggren (Moderator), PO Box 309, Hallock, MN  56728    

(218) 843-2824; (218) 843-1486 (cell)  jyounggren@frontiernet.net; Dorothy Bergh 

(Secretary) 410 Cedar Ave. SE, Apt. 101, Hallock, MN  56728  dloisb@frontiernet.net 

*Langdon Lynn McGauvran (Co-Moderator), 9047 - 112th Ave. NE, Osnabrock, ND  58269  (701) 

256-2688  farminnd@aim.com; Helen Saxlund (Co-Moderator), 1111-11th St., 

Langdon, ND 58249   (701) 256-2517 

*Minto Jane Misialek (Moderator), PO Box 7, Minto, ND  58261  (701) 248-3864;  

janemisialek@gmail.com 

Park River Judy Kemp (Moderator), 219 Sandwood Circle, Park River, ND  58270 
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Red Lake Falls Pat Purath (Moderator), 10504-250th St. SW, Red Lake Falls, MN  56750 (218) 253-

2600  patpurath@yahoo.com 

Rugby Melissa Deckert (Moderator), 317-5th St. SE, Rugby, ND  58368 

 (701) 776-9008;  lizdeckert@gondtc.com 

*Towner Dyann Heinrich (Moderator), 101 Airport Rd. W., Towner, ND  58788; 

Elaine Hendrickson, 416 First St. SW, Apt. 1, Towner, ND  58788; Phone: (701) 537-

5465   ejhen@srt.com 

Westhope Barbara Opdahl (Moderator), 10265 Highway 83, Westhope, ND  58793; 

bopdahl@srt.com 

*Willow City Mildred Rothgarn (Moderator), 1208 Leisure Lane, Rugby, ND  58368  (701-776-

2677); Ruth Atkinson (Co-Moderator), 234 Hager Street, Willow City, ND  58384  

(701-366-4770) 

 

 

*Officers reported as of February 3, 2020 
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