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THE BEGINNING OF THE FUTURE 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

       Advent, the Latin translation is “the coming.” In this case, “the 

coming” is the anticipated Messiah. For several generations God's 

people anticipated the coming Messiah. In Isaiah 9:2-7, we read of a 

coming child who will reign. Verse 2 speaks of a great light; the 

Messiah and his salvation would be a great light for the Gentiles. In 

Hebrew, each of the four throne names of the Messiah consists of 

two elements.  
 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

That is quite the description of one whose arrival we are 

anticipating. The promised Messiah. The Messiah was to be fully 

human, fully God. We know the end of the story. We know the baby 

became a king. We know he was God incarnate. We know he was 

sent to show us the way to life eternal. We know the ending.  

      But, we need to revisit the beginning each year. We need the 

Advent time. Just as a woman's body needs time to prepare to 

deliver a baby, we need time to prepare our hearts for THIS baby. 

We need each advent season to revisit the manger and understand its 

meaning.  

      When God became man, he didn't come into our lives as a 

conquering king. He arrived as a baby. Mary had to prepare herself 

to give birth. She used the time of her pregnancy to ponder the 

things that the angel had told her. I think she must have had many 

questions and fears, but she trusted God to use her to bring forth his 

promised Savior. Not only did Mary ponder and pray, she also 

prepared for her baby by gathering all she would need for her baby's 

care. Mary's mother was probably in the thick of the preparations 

also, as she was perhaps protective of her young daughter who was 

preparing for her first child. She was probably quite concerned when 

Joseph planned to take Mary to Bethlehem. Can't you imagine the 

conversation?  
 

Anna:  “You're taking her where?”  

Joseph:  “To Bethlehem.”  

Anna:  “Where??? Why???”  

Joseph:  “I have to register and Mary needs to come. I want to spare her the 

gossiping who will pinpoint the birth date. We're not married, you 

know.”  

Anna:  “I KNOW! You're going to make her walk? She IS pregnant!”  

Joseph:  “I'll try to find a donkey.”  

Anna:  “Oh, THAT'S comfortable for her. She needs her mother.”  
 

      Well, you can imagine the rest of the conversation. But Joseph and Mary had heard the angel and they trusted and 

believed. They were full of hope for their child. They worshiped the God of things that were and are and will be. We 

worship the same God who was, who is, and who is yet to be. We look to the future. We look for the day when God's 

peace will reign.  

Continue on page 2. 

PRAYER CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

Deb Tenant, daughter of the honorable 

retired Teaching Elder David Christman, 

recently was diagnosed with pancreatic 

cancer. Please keep Deb and her family in 

your prayers during this time. 

 

God of Love, Your son Jesus is your 

greatest gift to us. He is a sign of your love. 

Help us walk in that love during the weeks 

of Advent as we wait and prepare for his 

coming. We pray in the name of Jesus, our 

Savior. Amen. 

 

Please pray that God’s love will work 

through us, our churches, our communities, 

and our world for peace, compassion, and 

justice for all. 

 

Please pray for our congregations in 

transition and congregations that are in 

need of healing. 

 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of 

the Presbytery and the church in every time 

and place as we move forward in God’s 

service. 

 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 

 

If you or someone from your congregations would 

like a prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the 

Presbytery, please contact the office at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If the 

request is on behalf of someone else, please check 

with them before requesting. 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


      Advent is the season of hope. We no longer anticipate the arrival of a baby, we anticipate the arrival of a conquering 

king. We anticipate the coming of the baby born in a manger over 2000 years ago. He has outgrown the manger and 

swaddling clothes and now wears the crown of a king and is clothed in splendor.  

      Yes, each year we revisit the manger, knowing that advent and our Christian faith are future oriented. Hoping for the 

future is the hope of advent. It is a realistic hope because the one true God is the God who holds the future. God is calling 

us into his planned future. He uses prophets, people from every generation to tell us the advent story. God himself is the 

story. He is the song. He began the New Testament song in a manger, a manger that holds our faith, a manger overflowing 

with hope, a manger full of God's promises and plans. Plans to give us a hope and a future.  

      During these coming weeks of advent, may you know the hope that began in a manger and may you live as Christians 

who know the one who holds the future. 

 

 

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK”: A SAYING ABOUT PER CAPITA? 
By: Laurie Elhard, Administrator of Communications and Finances 

     Growing up on a dairy farm in central North Dakota, daily chores were a part 

of life.  I missed countless sleepovers with friends because when one of us was 

missing the work load increased for the others.  As a teen, I questioned this and I 

recall my father saying “many hands make light work” a quote by John Haywood.  

    Per Capita assessment is based on this very same principal of “many hands 

make light work.” Each year the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly 

determine its financial needs for ecclesiastical expenses (staffing, office and 

committee expenses, etc), and then divides those expenses evenly among each 

church member. These three governmental bodies (Presbytery, Synod, and 

General Assembly) provide the organizational structure, resources, and leadership 

to make our ministry present throughout the World.   

     Some congregations have made a decision not to pay Per Capita.  The two main reasons, even though I’m sure there 

are more, are: 

1. Budget: When finances in a congregation became tight, it may be tempting to hold back Per Capita payment. 

However, we must remember if a congregation chooses not to pay Per Capita they are asking their neighboring 

Presbyterian congregations to carry their load. In addition, this deceases the ability of the Presbytery to offer 

assistance to congregations. 

2. Disagreement with Polity: Some congregations feel the only way they will be heard by the Synod or General 

Assembly is if they withhold their Per Capita payment.  Unfortunately, this is a myth.  Even if a congregation 

does not pay the Per Capita, the Presbytery makes the payment to the Synod and General Assembly in full. 

Instead, the congregation should write an overture to have their voice heard.   

     One of the greatest strengths of the Presbyterian Church USA (PC (USA)) is that it is a connectional church. Everyday 

your congregation joins together with the more than 2.5 million fellow Presbyterians, in 16 Synods, 173 Presbyteries and 

over 11,000 congregations in a shared ministry. 

Congregations who submit their Per Capita are witnessing 

through their actions support of our connectional nature. 

They understand they do not stand alone and want to join 

in with other congregations to be an active part of the PC 

(USA). While we are separated by distance, Presbyterians 

still view themselves as a single body, faithfully sharing 

our resources at all levels of the church. 

    Have more questions about Per Capita? A brochure has 

been created to help understand the fundamentals of Per 

Capita and Unified mission. In addition, the PNP Budget 

and Finance Committee created a narrative budget for 

2016.  It is their hope that this format is easier to read and 

comprehend.  Free copies of both the brochure and the 

narrative budget are available to be downloaded at the 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains website 

(www.northernplainspresbytery.com), or one can be 

mailed to you by contacting the Presbytery office. 

2016 PER CAPITA 
      2016 Per Capita was approved at the October 

Presbytery Meeting. The per capita apportionment is 

based on the funds necessary for the Presbytery/ 

Synod/General Assembly to do their essential 

ecclesiastical work. 

       2016 Per Capita Apportionment breakdown is: 

General Assembly                     $   7.12  

Synod of Lakes & Prairies        $   5.25 

Northern Plains Presbytery       $ 31.13 

Total 2016 Per Capita           $ 43.50    

      The Presbytery office has a free brochure which 

will help individuals understand the fundamentals of 

Per Capita and Unified mission.  If you would like to 

receive a copy, please contact the office at 701-772-

0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/
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TWO NEW MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY 
    The Presbytery of the Northern Plains would like to welcome 

two teaching elders: the Rev. David Reiter and the Rev. Robert 

Boyar to our presbytery. This is an exciting time for both of 

them and the congregations in which they will serve.   

 

WELCOME BACK  . . . 

     The Rev. David Reiter has 

returned to the presbytery to serve 

the First Presbyterian Church of 

Bismarck as a Designated Pastor. 

David comes to us from the Twin 

Cities Area Presbytery and has 

served in a number of churches, 

including Jamestown, ND, as a 

pastor, associate pastor and interim 

pastor. He has received training in helping churches through 

transition and is known as a problem solver.  

     David and his wife Brenda live in Hastings, MN.  Brenda is a 

nurse practitioner specializing in women’s health. The Reiter’s 

have three children and three grandchildren. David’s interests 

include running, hiking, reading, movies, current events, golf, 

meeting new people, church and pasturing, and most of all  

being Grandpa. 

AND BIG WELCOME TO PNP . . . 

     The United Presbyterian 

Church of Jamestown, ND, has 

called the Rev. Robert (Bob) 

Boyar, who will start mid-

December. He attended 

Princeton Theological Seminary 

and was ordained on December 

3, 1989, where he led a life 

spreading the work of God in 

Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and soon North Dakota.  

      His wife Ellen, was born in the Philippines and graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, Master in Public 

Management and Bachelor of Science in Nursing. She felt 

called to explore the possibilities in new horizons and set out to 

the United States of America, which changed her life. Where 

she took a leap that led to the First Presbyterian Church in 

Woodbridge, where she met Bob. In their journey a new 

stopover has come and together they look forward to this new 

call at the United Presbyterian Church of Jamestown, ND. 

 

STATISICAL REPORTS INFORMATION 
It is that time of year again – statistical reporting.  You will soon 

be receiving a letter with the details for this year’s reporting.  

The date to mark in your calendar is Thursday, February 11, 

2016, which is your church’s deadline for submission of data. If 

prepared this can be a very easy task; no more than 10 minutes. 

Most of you know the questions which need to be answered: 

changes in membership, female members, age breakdown of 

members by gender, and financial information.  I check every 

submission and if something does not add up I will contact you.  

Let’s work together for 100% submission.  

2016 REGIONS EVENTS 
 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another.  The more we 

get together the stronger our connections grow; the 

more our knowledge of one another, the more we 

care for and our love for one another can flourish; 

and the more good we can to do God’s glory. See 

what your region is planning and plan to attend or 

share with a friend. 

  

North-East Region 
       June – Planning meeting, location TBA 

 

North-West Region 

February – Ruling Elder Training at Westminster 

Presbyterian Church of Devils Lake 

February 26 & 27 – Youth Lock-in (30 Hour 

Famine) at United Church of Bottineau 

April 1 – Fellowship Meal before Presbytery 

Meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

October 13 – Planning Meeting at Presbyterian 

Church of Rolla/St. John 

 

South Central 

April – Mission Festival at Presbyterian-

Methodist Church of Ellendale 

April – Planning Meeting at First Presbyterian 

Church of Oakes 

August – Family Camp Out at Grand Rapids 

Memorial Park 

Conflict Educational Event (date to be announce) 

Fall - Music Festival 

 

South-East Region 

February 2016 – Stewardship Educational Event 

Serving a meal and volunteering at Churches 

United 

April 2016 – Planning Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

 

South-West 

January – Ice Skating at Glencoe Sloan Memorial 

July – Joint Worship Service in the Park 

August – Planning Meeting 

Fall – Knitting/Needle Day 

Fall - Art Festival (Volunteer/Attend) 

 

Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another. If you would 

like to know more about any of the above mentioned 

gatherings, or you have suggestions/ ideas for your 

region please contact Alissa Anderson, Administrator 

for Connections and Records, at 701-772-0783 or 

pnpmission@gmail.com.  

mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com


Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

  Dec 6 Cavalier Presbyterian Church 125
th
 

Anniversary Celebration 

  Dec 7 Budget and Finance meeting  

  Dec 8 Committee on Ministry cc 

  Dec 15 Moderator Gathering cc 

  Dec 17  Council cc 

  Dec 21-Jan 1 Office closed 

 

2016 
  Jan 12 Committee on Ministry meeting 

  Jan 13 Youth Connection Team cc 

  Jan 18-24 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

  Jan 19 Moderator Gathering cc 

  Jan 21 Council cc 

  Feb 9 Committee on Ministry meeting 

  Feb 16 Moderator Gathering cc 

  Feb 18 Council cc 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru Friday, 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Due to meeting schedules, 

please call before stopping by to make sure 

someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for the 

paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, simply 

email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to be put on 

the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Joe Obermeyer, 

Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and Laurie Elhard 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of the 

month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 
5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR THE WINTER CLOTHING 
By: Joe Obermeyer, Youth and Outreach 

Coordinator at Bdecan Presbyterian Church 

     A big thank you to all of the 

churches, individuals, and groups 

throughout the Northern Plains 

Presbytery who donated winter clothing 

and money for the Kids Winter Clothes 

Giveaway that Bdecan Presbyterian 

Church sponsored; the response was 

phenomenal. On November 12
th
, 34 

boys and 42 girls received winter 

clothes. In the past we have run out of items, but this year most 

kids received coats, boots, and snow pants. 

     The children who received clothing may never have the chance 

to thank you individually. One of the biggest blessings of my job is 

being the person who gets to see the smiles of the people receiving 

donations. There was a lot of joy in the kid’s eyes as they received 

their coats, boots, snow pants, hats, mittens, and scarves. The 

parents of these kids are extremely grateful to all of you who 

donated. 

       Your donation is not just to keep these kids warm, but also 

allows them to go to school and continue their education. You see, 

kids are not able to get on the school bus without coats on in the 

winter. In addition, they are not able to go outside at recess without 

snow pants and boots.  

      On behalf of Bdecan Presbyterian Church, I thank you for all 

for your open hearts, and the on-going support. 

 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 
     Looking for a way to help a PNP ministry and get some of your 

holiday gift buying done.  Well, look no further!  The Bdecan 

Ministry Team is selling cookbooks for only $5 a piece. They will 

make great Christmas presents, bridal shower present, or just buy one 

for yourself.  If interested, contact Donna Preston at 

preston@cord.edu or 701-238-7414 or Rosie Holland at 

rosaliehelland@gmail.com or at 701-544-0213. Several of the 

Ministry Team members also have some for sale. Help support the 

ministry at Bdecan Presbyterian Church through your purchase. 

Thanks! 
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
     The Presbytery office will be closing on 

December 18, 2015, and will reopen on January 4, 

2016. We hope you have a safe and a blessed 

Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 

2016 PRESBYTERY MEETING SCHEDULE 
     The next Presbytery Meeting of the Presbytery 

of the Northern Plains will be on April 1 and 2, 

2016, at First Presbyterian Church of Oakes. 

     The Fall meeting will be held on October 14 

and 15, 2016, at Presbyterian Church of 

Rolla/St. John. 

Make sure to mark your church calendar with these important 

meeting dates and let your delegate know too. 
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