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APRIL PRESBYTERY HIGHLIGHTS 
By: Ruling Elder Michael Lochow, Stated Clerk 

of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      The First Presbyterian Church of 

Oakes, North Dakota, welcomed the 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains for 

its 114th Stated Meeting on April 1 & 2, 

2016. The highlight of the meeting was the welcoming 

three guest from partners in ministry in Chogoria. With us 

were the Revs. Samuel Murigu and Sarah Muriithi and 

Ruling Elder David Mbae. Rev. Murigu preached during 

the worship service and Rev. Muriithi offered prayers. 

      Stewardship was 

the focus of the 

education portion of 

the meeting. Ruling 

Elder Michael Lochow 

presented an overview 

of stewardship, 

Teaching Elder Minner 

Serovy from the 

Presbyterian 

Foundation talked 

about narrative 

budgets, and Teaching Elder Elaine Sveet spoke on 

changes in the giving landscape, changes in how and why 

people give, and tools to assess the health of your church’s 

budget. All presentations were well received. 

      The First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks’ 

proposal of Food for Your Soul DREAM grant was 

approved by the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board. The 

amount of the grant was $10,000 and accepting on behalf 

of the church were Ruling Elders Linda Shaw-Elgin and 

Barb Beach. 

      The Presbyterians for Earth presented three overtures 

for consideration by the commissioners. They were on 

Fossil Fuel Divestment, Empowering the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency to Speak on Injustices Related to Fossil 

Fuel issues, and On Advocacy Against Factory Farming. 

All overtures were approved and Teaching Elder Paul 

Henschen was authorized to advocate on behalf of the 

overtures at the 222nd General Assembly in Portland, 

Oregon, in June 2016. 

      Several churches in the Presbytery have recently called 

new pastors to fill their pulpits. New pastors present at the 

meeting were the Revs. Robert Boyar (Jamestown), David 

Reiter (Bismarck) and Spencer Homan (Grand Forks). 

Cathie Bishop will be ordained shortly by Prospect Hill 

Presbytery and will serve the church in West Fargo. 

PRAYER CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

The Rev. William H. Werth (87), father of the Rev. 

John Werth who serves the Pembina County Larger 

Parish (Cavalier and Hamilton), passed away on 

Saturday, March 19, 2016, at his residence. Please 

keep the Werth family in your prayers. 

 

Deb Burger-Peery would like share the great news 

that her son (Harrison) is cancer free! Deb wants to 

thank everyone for all the love and support 

(financially and prayers) she and her family received 

during this time. Deb is truly grateful for every 

opportunity she had to be with her son through every 

step. Thank you again for all the prayers!   

 

Lord, grant us the wisdom to care for the earth and 

till it. Help us to act now for the good of future 

generations and all your creatures. Help us to become 

instruments of a new creation, founded on the 

covenant of your love. Amen.  - from The Cry of the Earth 

 

For the love of God to be evident in everything we 

do and say: For our sessions, for the ministry of the 

different agencies of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), for wisdom for the many committees that 

are at work at all levels of the church, for pastors 

who are facing health problems, for comprehensive 

immigration reform, for the unity of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). 

 

Please pray that God’s love will work through us, our 

churches, our communities, and our world for peace, 

compassion, and justice for all. 

 

Please pray for our congregations in transition and 

congregations that are in need of healing. 

 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of the 

Presbytery and the church in every time and place as 

we move forward in God’s service. 

 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your prayers. 

 
If you or someone from your congregations would like a prayer 

concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, please contact the 

office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If the 

request is on behalf of someone else, please check with them 

before requesting. 

PNP Vice-Moderator the Rev. Marli 

Danielson with Revs. Samuel Murigu 

and Sarah Muriithi from Chogoria 

preparing for worship. 

http://www.catholicbishops.ie/images/stories/cco_publications/other/cry_of_the_earth_pastoral_short.pdf
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


 

THE GOD OF EASTER IS THE GOD OF OUR COTINUOUS HOPE 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      A week or so ago, we journeyed through Holy Week and we celebrated Easter. 

We have now returned to our normal routines, Easter has retreated into the recesses 

of our minds, and the calendar has moved on to another month. Even though each 

new day becomes another new day, as Easter people we know that Easter really 

never ends. The hope that the resurrection gives us is never ending. 

     Scripture tells us that three women went to the tomb where Jesus' body had 

been placed. They wanted to anoint his body. They questioned, “Who will roll the 

stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” Their question was a practical 

question. We are also told that the stone was very large, no doubt too large for the 

women to move. Their question wasn't profoundly theological or philosophical. It 

wasn't about the meaning of life. They simply wanted to be able to honor the body 

of their dear friend. They needed the stone moved so they could “see Jesus.” (John 12:21) 

      Are there stones in our lives that need to be moved? Are there stones preventing us from experiencing God's life 

changing power? Are there stones preventing us from “seeing Jesus”? Stones that are so close to us, we trip over them. 

Stones so close that we are crippled by the frequency in which we collide with them. 

      Perhaps we have the stone of bitterness, the result of our failures. Perhaps we are incapacitated from allowing the 

stone of an unforgiving heart to rule our actions. Perhaps the stones in our way are the stones of envy, or greed, or grief 

from our broken hearts, or cynicism about a bleak future, or a joyless present. 

      All these stones, and more, seal in our anguish, our hopelessness, our inability to see beyond the stones in our paths. 

      But...can't we be like the three women who came expecting to anoint the body of Jesus? They came thinking, perhaps 

subconsciously, that the stone would be rolled away. Why would they have planned on anointing the body if they didn't 

believe that the stone would be gone? They came with positive expectations. They had HOPE! 

       If we come to God asking that he roll away the stones that are keeping us from living abundantly, don't we then come 

with a glimmer of hope? In the face of our stones, we come to God, daring to trust that there is an Easter morning power 

ready to move the stones in our paths. This power will roll away the biggest stone and empty the darkest tomb in our souls 

in order to let in His light. 

       What Easter has asked us to accept is that God did not leave us alone in this world. He continues to be present in it 

through a death defying power that will overcome any kind of tomb we encounter, any kind of stone. Because of God's 

mercy and grace, we can begin a new and victorious way of living. We can have strength for today and bright HOPE for 

tomorrow. Great is God's faithfulness and love. 

 

WELCOME CATHERINE (CATHIE) BISHOP 
     The Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo, ND is excited to announce and welcome 

Catherine (Cathie) Bishop!  Cathie comes to us from Iowa, but she is actually a former resident of 

our area.  Confirmed in First Presbyterian Church of Fargo, she graduated from NDSU with both a 

B.S. in Home Economics and a M.S. in Education.  She completed her Master of Divinity through 

the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary.  This will be her first ordained call. 

      She has worked with Iowa State University Extension Service, taught undergraduate and 

graduate courses in human resources, and managed, recruited, and staffed human resources for 

various businesses. She has served as a commissioned ruling elder at Third Presbyterian Church in 

Sioux City, IA.  Most recently she was executive vice president for an insurance company in 

Iowa.  Her husband, Paul Campbell, a lay pastor and chaplain, hails from Iowa.  The two of them 

are bicycle enthusiasts who enjoy riding solo or tandem on trails, county blacktops, or with others.  

      This is an exciting time in the life of our church. God has blessed the PNC and CPC during our search. This is indeed 

a wonderful occasion to thank and praise God for the gift of Cathie and Paul. Cathie’s first Sunday was March 20, 2016.  

 

 

2016 PNP DIRECTORY AND MANUAL NOW AVAILABLE  
       The Presbytery of the Northern Plains 2016 Directory and Manual of Administrative 

Operations is now available.  If you would like to receive either an electronic or hard copy, please 

contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or email Laurie Elhard, Administrator of 

Communication and Finance, at pnpoffice@gmail.com  

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com?subject=Directory


SPRING INTO ACTION 
        The South- East Ministry Region is inviting all 

Presbyterians and friends to join them in volunteering at 

Church United for the Homeless (1901 1st Ave N, 

Moorhead, MN) on Monday, April 11, 2016. We will meet 

at the shelter at 9:00 a.m. for devotions, a tour, then 

prepare and serve lunch to the residents, as well as sorting 

donations and other needed tasks. We should be finished 

by 2:00 p.m. 

       Please RSVP by ASAP, to Alissa Anderson at 701-

772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com if you plan on 

attending. 

 

DREAM GRANT 
     Does your congregation 

have a dream for a new 

mission or ministry outreach, 

however the big hurdle is 

finding financial support? 

Well, the third round of 

DREAM grants applications 

are now being accepted. This grant opportunity is available 

through the General Assembly that facilitates new 

ministries titled DREAM (Developmental, Risky, 

Experimental, Adaptive Mission).  It is a one-time grant up 

to $10,000 and is available to churches and mid-councils. 

The DREAM grant will be available until resources are 

exhausted. 

     The DREAM grant "is designed to encourage the birth 

of new ventures through congregations."  All 

congregations are encouraged to dream of the new 

ministries and possibilities that this grant would allow. 

     The Presbytery office must receive applications by 

April 29, 2016, which will be reviewed and sent to the 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies office by May 9, 2016.  If the 

application meets the basic criteria (outlined on the 

application) it will then be forwarded to the Office of 

Mission Program Grants.  

     Applications are available on the Presbytery's website, 

www.northernplainspresbytery.com, or by contacting the 

Presbytery office.   

 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR THE REV. SPENCER HOMAN 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

at 5:00 p.m. 
 

      Come celebrate with the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks as they install their 

new pastor, Teaching Elder Spencer Homan, on April 17, 2016, at 5:00 p.m.   

       A special commission has been appointed by our moderator for this installation.  A 

special thank you to those serving: Teaching Elder Darrel Cory (Crookston); Teaching 

Elder Donna Montieth (Grandin/Hunter); Presbytery Moderator and Ruling Elder Sylvia 

Pringle (Jamestown); and Ruling Elders Karen James and Richard Jorde (Grand Forks).  

2016 REGIONS EVENTS 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another.  The more we get 

together the stronger our connections grow; the more our 

knowledge of one another, the more we care for and our 

love for one another can flourish; and the better we can to 

do God’s glory. Events are open to everyone in or outside 

the hosting region. See what your region is planning and 

plan to attend or share with a friend. 

  

North-East Region 
       June – Planning meeting, First Presbyterian  

       Church of Hallock 

 

North-West Region 

October 13 – Planning Meeting at Presbyterian     

Church of Rolla/St. John 

 

South Central 

August – Family Camp Out at Grand Rapids 

Memorial Park 

September – Music Festival 

October 23 – Church Growth Strategies at First 

Presbyterian Church of LaMoure 
 

South-East Region 

April 11 - Serving a meal and volunteering at 

Churches United 

May20/21 – Fargo Marathon, 5K walk and aid station 

August – Family Picnic at Lindenwood Park 
 

South-West 

July – Joint Worship Service in the Park 

August – Planning Meeting 

Fall – Knitting/Needle Day 

Fall - Art Festival (Volunteer/Attend) 

 

If you would like to know more about any of the above 

mentioned gatherings, or you have suggestions/ ideas for 

your region please contact Alissa Anderson, 

Administrator for Connections and Records, at 701-772-

0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Northern%20Plains%20Pres/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/024I2TPT/www.northernplainspresbytery.com
mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com


 EARTH DAY RSOURCES 

      Earth Day is celebrated April 22 each year and Presbyterian 

churches are encouraged to celebrate Earth Day Sunday near this 

date or to celebrate worship at some point with a theme of creation. 

Creation Justice Ministries (formerly the National Council of 

Churches Eco-Justice Program) produces Earth Day Sunday 

resources each year. The resources include sermon starters, prayers, 

Christian education suggestions, action tips and more. All the 

information can be found at: 

http://www.creationjustice.org/creatures.html 

 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
      We are so thankful that many churches have given their local 

Pentecost offering to the Bdecan Ministry Team. This offering helps 

to support the children and youth programs, the Bdecan Food 

Pantry, the Youth and Outreach Coordinator position, and so much 

more.  As you decide in the next weeks how to use your local 

Pentecost offering this year, would you consider using it to sustain 

the ministry that is happening at Bdecan Presbyterian Church? The 

support that has been given has grown the program at Bdecan in 

unbelievable ways. Your gift now can make sure that this ministry is 

sustained long into the future, and the amazing things happening 

now keep happening for years to come. 

 

PNP GRANTS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
      The Presbytery of the Northern Plains is pleased to offer 

Presbyterian congregations and groups within the Presbytery the 

opportunity to apply for grants that may assist you in completing a 

project or starting a new ministry. The application process is open 

ended with no deadlines set, however once the funds are depleted no 

more grants will be available until the funds are replenished.   

       A brief list of funds available with the intent of the donor and an 

application form is downloadable at 

http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/#!grants/cl9n or contact 

the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 for more information. 

 

 

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

  April 1 Regional Planning Meal (pg 3) 

  April 1 & 2 Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

  April 4 Presbytery Office Closed 

  April 8-10 Spring Youth Retreat 

  April 9 PW Gathering at United 

Presbyterian Church of Jmst 

  April 12 Committee On Ministry Meeting 

  April 15 Triennium Registrations Due  

  April 17 Homan Installation (pg 3) 

  April 19 Moderator cc 

  April 21 Council cc 

  April 29 DREAM Grant Deadline (pg 3) 

  May 10  Committee on Ministry Meeting 

  May 19 Council Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of GF 

  May 30 Memorial Day, Office Closed 

  May 31 Summer Office Hours Begin 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for the 

paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 
Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Donna Preston 

Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and Laurie 

Elhard 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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