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DREAM GRANTS THIRD ROUND 

ANNOUNCED! 
      Does your congregation have a dream for a new mission 

or ministry outreach, however the big hurdle is finding 

financial support? Well, the third round of DREAM grants 

applications are now being accepted. This grant opportunity is 

available through the General Assembly that facilitates new 

ministries titled DREAM (Developmental, Risky, 

Experimental, Adaptive Mission).  It is a one-time grant up to 

$10,000 and is available to churches and mid-councils. The 

DREAM grant will be available until resources are exhausted. 

     The DREAM grant "is designed to encourage the birth of 

new ventures through congregations."  All congregations are 

encouraged to dream of the new ministries and possibilities 

that this grant would allow. 

     The Presbytery office must receive applications by April 

29, 2016, which will be reviewed and sent to the Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies office by May 9, 2016.  If the application 

meets the basic criteria (outlined on the application) it will 

then be forwarded to the Office of Mission Program Grants.  

     Applications are available on the Presbytery's website, 

www.northernplainspresbytery.com, or by contacting the 

Presbytery office.   

 

 

SPRING YOUTH RETREAT IN APRIL! 
By: Ashley Tangen Greenwood, member of Youth Connection Team 

      The Annual Spring Youth Retreat will be held at Crystal Spring Camp on April 8-10, 2016! This is 

an awesome opportunity for all youth grades 6th thru 12th to get away from home to reflect and learn 

more about our faith together. During the weekend we will enjoy worship, bible studies, small group 

devotions, and more. This retreat is ideal to bring a whole youth group or one or two kids! This amount 

of time gives our kids a chance to get to know each other better and really enjoy the weekend sharing 

their faith and asking the important questions on their mind.  

      This is an awesome opportunity for your youth group to enjoy time together or for 

you to spend some time with the youth of your congregation! The $85 cost covers 

food, lodging and the weekend’s events. We hope your church will send an adult to 

attend with your youth, but we will have chaperones available as well. Adults 

attending will not be charged the $85 fee. We would never want cost to be a reason a 

youth cannot attend and have scholarship assistance available. We truly hope you will 

consider this great event for the 6th-12th grade youth of your congregation and hope 

you can join us this April! Please contact the Presbytery Office with any questions, 

and make sure to get the word out and register your youth by Friday, March 31, 2016. 

PRAYER CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

The Chogoria Partnership Ministry Team is asking 

for prayers as they move forward in the VISA 

process for the Chogoria youth to visit in April. 

Especially for our letters of invitation to be 

received and that the interviewer's hearts will be 

open so that each of the youth may be approved.   

 

Please pray that God’s love will work through us, 

our churches, our communities, and our world for 

peace, compassion, and justice for all. 

 

Please pray for our congregations in transition and 

congregations that are in need of healing. 

 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of the 

Presbytery and the church in every time and place 

as we move forward in God’s service. 

 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your prayers. 

 

If you or someone from your congregations would like a 

prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, please 

contact the office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-

0783.  If the request is on behalf of someone else, please 

check with them before requesting. 

Friday-Sunday, April 8th-10th, 2016 

6th-12th Grade Youth, with Friends Welcome! 

Cost: $85 includes food, lodging and awesome fun! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LSekLHkPnjxA5699o5xBxGFuOBSXqMjhmXB1iPCo_3CL-LY2qVxa-4Ln2Uj6WxsyX3giYHw2HzLB8vwgPOfdl1Kr7JpOvMB1LnovKr8ZsYCcJPVF1A7pZTEprr-DtvYdW3vziR0zhnqfYu3EZIVEzk44UIgEYCz9D94FPVQABe3FiocF1w0D_Cv5hzMPU2eEgKGadCQ8nnbPGIBqQBXrZh9vGytHj1Ew&c=H_2wfTuH0YpVmf0SEynf4TFILVmBCUQ20os7Sur0RM_uz4NR8pRJqw==&ch=c_BhswRgex9JNjwULirp1J1L26LF7x8gGgFnySGysXOVgwjbUgRQSw==
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


  

BOYAR INSTALLATION SERVICE 
    Come celebrate with the United Presbyterian Church of Jamestown as they install their new pastor, 

Teaching Elder Robert (Bob) Boyar, on February 21, 2016, at 3:00 pm.   

     A special commission has been appointed by our moderator, Sylvia Pringle, for this installation.  A 

special thank you to those serving: Teaching Elder Paul Henschen from Ellendale; Teaching Elder Mindy 

Meier, member at large; Ruling Elders Gayle Martin, Sylvia Pringle, and Mark Sherfy from Jamestown.  

 
 

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

      It is cold outside! It is beyond cold outside! We do our best to bundle up and walk outside, ski, shovel snow, or do our 

other chores, but no matter how we try to keep warm, it is just flat out frigid! We have our commitments and 

responsibilities to get done, but this time of year, we find ourselves staying indoors more than we do the rest of the year. 

The weather dictates a certain amount of restrictions for us. We are captive in our abodes. 

      During this weather imposed confinement, perhaps we could use the extra time to dig deeper into our devotions. 

Perhaps our devotions could be an in-depth look at the Lord's prayer. Perhaps we could start with an in-depth look at the 

first sentence of The Lord's Prayer,  

        “Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.”  

Merely saying the name of someone doesn't hallow it. We are to go beyond the name, include ALL that the name stands 

for. God stands behind all things, all names. 

       The Old Testament has many words for God. Below is a sampling of the names. 

Jehovah Tsidkenu—Lord of Righteousness      

Jehovah Mekoddishkam—Lord who sanctifies      

Jehovah Shalome—Lord who is our peace      

Jehovah Shammah—Lord who is always here      

Jehovah Rapha—Lord who heals      

Jehovah Jireh—Lord who provides      

Jehovah Nissi—Lord my banner      

Jehovah Raah—Lord is my shepherd      

Jehovah Sabaoth—Lord of hosts      

El Shaddai—Lord God almighty      

El Olam—Everlasting God      

Elohim—God 

     If we focused on one of these names at a time, studying its meaning, hallowing it, perhaps we could have a better 

understanding of who God is. We are to hallow and honor the one who stands behind ALL names.  

Indeed, what a mighty God we serve! 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS) OFFERING 
By: JoAnn Zutz, former chair of PNP Self-Development of People and member of First Pres. of Red Lake Falls 

      It is that time of year again when each church thinks about the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering coming 

up during the Easter season.  If you haven’t started thinking about it, now is the time as Easter is early this year.  Ash 

Wednesday is February 10th with Easter coming on March 27th.     

You can find materials and information online 

at:  http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs  

     The OGHS offering has three parts to it: 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program 

 Self-Development of People 

     The Self Development of People (SDOP) 

Committee members recently had their training 

and felt that more people need to know about 

this wonderful opportunity for churches to give 

and for low income groups to apply for these funds.  We have those low income communities right here within our 

Presbytery and we need to get the information out about the opportunity for them to submit an application.  

      Local groups receiving grants include the Kurdish community in Moorhead, MN and a child care center located in the 

Presbyterian Church in Red Lake Falls, MN.  Please call either of the churches in those communities for further 

information.      

        The national office has many great materials for your church to use for this offering.  There is a Leader’s Guide 

located at:  http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2016-one-great-hour-sharing-leaders-guide/. You may also want to download  

Continue on page 3. 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2016-one-great-hour-sharing-leaders-guide/


the informational brochure. This trifold brochure includes basic information about the Presbyterian Committee on the 

Self-Development of People.  It shares examples and pictures of types of established partnerships with low income 

community groups and the funding criteria for groups wishing to complete an application. Written in a simple-to-

understand format for persons from communities unfamiliar with SDOP as well as those familiar with SDOP, you will 

find this brochure useful in a variety of settings.  Download at: http://www.pcusa.org/resource/sdop-informational-

brochure/.  

    Please give generously and be on the watch for local groups in your community that could benefit from the Self 

Development of People funds.  

 

 

RULING ELDER TRAINING 
      Are you a ruling elder or 

interested in what a ruling 

elder’s role in the congregation 

is? Well look no further and plan 

to attend the ruling elder training 

on February 6, 2016, at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church of Devils Lake, 

ND. We will start the day at 9:30 a.m. and go to 

2:00 p.m. (a lunch will be served). There will be 

three sections of training designed for Treasurers, 

Clerks of Session and Ruling Elders.  

      This is a great time to learn more about your 

position in your congregation by asking questions 

and learning from others and also make 

connections with your brothers and sisters in 

Christ. This training will be helpful to every elder 

no matter how long you have been serving your 

congregation. So, gather your session together 

and plan to attend!  

      Please register at the presbytery office at 701-

772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com ASAP! 

 

YOUTH LOCK-IN:  

30-HOUR FAMINE 
      The North-West Region is hosting a youth 

lock-in where they will participate in the 30-Hour 

Famine program. Last year was a blast so bring 

your high school group (ages 13-18) over to the 

United Parish in Bottineau, ND on February 26 & 

27, 2016. Please contact Deb Burger-Peery at 

701-871-1705 or burger.deb@gmail.com, for a 

packet of information about the 30-hour famine. 

 

NEXT PRESBYTERY MEETING 
Everyone is welcome and 

encouraged to attend!   
     The next Presbytery 

Meeting of the Presbytery of 

the Northern Plains will be 

on April 1 and 2, 2016, at First 

Presbyterian Church of Oakes. The educational 

focus will be on stewardship. More 

information coming soon. . . 

  

2016 REGIONS EVENTS 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these gatherings and join 

with one another.  The more we get together the stronger our 

connections grow; the more our knowledge of one another, the more 

we care for and our love for one another can flourish; and the better 

we can to do God’s glory. Events are open to everyone in or outside 

the hosting region. See what your region is planning and plan to 

attend or share with a friend. 

  

North-East Region 
       June – Planning meeting, location TBA 

 

North-West Region 

February 6 – Ruling Elder Training at Westminster Presbyterian 

Church of Devils Lake 

February 26 & 27 – Youth Lock-in (30-Hour Famine) at United 

Church of Bottineau 

April 1 – Fellowship Meal before Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

October 13 – Planning Meeting at Presbyterian Church of 

Rolla/St. John 

 

South Central 

April – Mission Festival at Presbyterian-Methodist Church of 

Ellendale 

April – Planning Meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

August – Family Camp Out at Grand Rapids Memorial Park 

Conflict Educational Event (date to be announce) 

Fall - Music Festival 

 

South-East Region 

February 2016 – Stewardship Educational Event 

Serving a meal and volunteering at Churches United 

April 2016 – Planning Meeting at First Presbyterian Church of 

Oakes 

 

South-West 

July – Joint Worship Service in the Park 

August – Planning Meeting 

Fall – Knitting/Needle Day 

Fall - Art Festival (Volunteer/Attend) 

 

If you would like to know more about any of the above mentioned 

gatherings, or you have suggestions/ ideas for your region please 

contact Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections and Records, 

at 701-772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/sdop-informational-brochure/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/sdop-informational-brochure/
mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com
mailto:burger.deb@gmail.com
mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com


ECO-PALMS FOR HOLY WEEK 
     To celebrate Palm Sunday, the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program partners with Eco-Palms to 

bring branches worthy of celebration. 

Conventionally, palms are harvested in 

rainforests that are critical habitats for 

migrating birds. The more fronds harvesters cut, the 

more income they generate, which results in over-harvesting and 

threatens the rainforest. But Eco-Palms ensure fair wages, 

environmental protection training, and development assistance for 

harvesting communities throughout the rainforests of Guatemala 

and Mexico.  Palms are harvested sustainably and processed in the 

harvesting communities, ensuring more of the benefit goes to the 

workers and towns where the palms are grown.  Last year, almost 

1,000 congregations in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

purchased Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday. For additional details and 

ordering information call 651-487-7189 or go to: 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/enough/eco-palms/ 

 

DO LIST FOR CLERKS 
By: Ruling Elder Lana Schultz, former chair of the Session Records Committee  

     Welcoming in a new year means additional items for clerks of 

session and moderators to include in your session's agenda: 

1. Set dates for communion for the year (G-3.0201b)  

2. Elect commissioner(s) to Presbytery for the year (G-

3.0202)  

3. Approve special offerings for the year  

4. Approve statistical/necrology report from Presbytery 

(due electronically by February 11, 2016) (G-3.0202)  

5. Determine average annual attendance at worship for the 

past year (G-3.0202) 

6. Set date for installation/ordination of newly elected 

elders/deacons, even those who have served previous 

terms (G-2.0403)  

7. Review and update membership rolls (G-3.0204a,b)  

8. Set up Session meeting dates for the year, at least 

quarterly. 

9. Review property and liability insurance (G-3.0112)  

The Session Records Committee welcomes your questions, 

suggestions, and concerns.  The Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 

or email pnpoffice@gmail.com can put you in contact with Stated 

Clerk Michael Lochow or committee members Denise Olson, 

Dorothy Bergh, or Vicky Bunker. 

 

STATISICAL REPORT REMINDER 
By:  Ruling Elder Michael Lochow, Stated Clerk 

   Here is the latest news and reminders from the Statistical Corner 

in Fargo, ND. The deadline for submitting your statistics is 

Thursday, February 11, 2016; that is less than two weeks away. 

Currently 29% of churches in the Presbytery, a total of 17 of 59, 

have completed their filings. Those filings will be checked to be 

sure the numbers make sense. Very soon you be contacted if no 

report has been filed. If you are having any difficulty entering your 

statistics, please contact either the Stated Clerk or the Presbytery 

office ASAP. Let’s all work together to get this finished on time.  

Remember our goal is 100%. 

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

  Feb 2 Nominating Committee cc 

  Feb 3 Youth Connection Team cc 

  Feb 4 Self-Development of People cc 

  Feb 6 Office and Elder Training (pg 3) 

  Feb 9 Committee on Ministry meeting 

  Feb 16 Moderator Gathering cc 

  Feb 18 Council meeting F/M area 

  Feb 20 Pre-Triennium Event, Jamestown 

  Feb 26 & 27 Youth Lock-In (pg 3) 

  Feb 21 Boyar Installation Service at United 

Presbyterian Church of Jmst (pg 2) 

  March 17 Council cc 

  March 25 Good Friday, office Closed 

  April 1 & 2 Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Oakes 

  April 8-10 Spring Youth Retreat (pg 1) 

  April 9 PW Gathering at United 

Presbyterian Church of Jmst 

 

cc = Conference Call 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru Friday, 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Due to meeting schedules, 

please call before stopping by to make sure 

someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 
Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for the 

paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, simply 

email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to be put on 

the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  
 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Ashley Tangen 

Greenwood, JoAnn Zutz, Michael Lochow, Alissa 

Anderson, and Laurie Elhard 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of the 

month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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