
Candlelight Prayer Vigil to End Violence 
 

My Friend, 

For some time now I have wanted to do something tangible in response to the gun violence epidemic that has 
gripped this country. A couple of days ago my colleague, the Rev. Elaine Sveet, offered this idea: Could we, Presbytery 
of Northern Plains, lead community candlelight prayer services across the whole presbytery this coming Sunday, 
October 11, at 7:00 pm. October 11 is particularly appropriate because it is set aside as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Sunday. Yes, it is short notice. Yes, it is harvest season. Yes, you are all very busy. Nevertheless, Elaine and I believe it 
is very worth the effort on our parts. Due to the recent mass school shooting in Oregon, it is timely to gather together 
soon. We hope at least some of you will feel similarly led to act.  

At Crookston, we are going to use the service for Prayer at the Close of the Day. I am going to include the prayer that 
was provided by PDA and a period of silence and the lighting of candles as a way of reminding us that the light still 
shines. We are going to invite other churches in Crookston so that this prayer service will be for the whole 
community. At the First Presbyterian Church in Moorhead the gathering will take place in the church parking lot using 
Christmas Eve candles. There will be a few brief speakers who are local pastors or community leaders involved in 
violence prevention and support agencies like Rape & Abuse, and local and state officials will be invited to attend. 
Resources to support you putting together a simple and powerful Candlelight Prayer Vigil will be provided by 
Wednesday on Northern Plains Presbytery website: http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com under the far right 
tab 'resources' entitled Peace Vigil.  

Myself and Elaine will share:  

1) Program Outlines for a brief Candlelight Vigil  
2) Community Posters and Brief Press Release for local Media 
3) Community Action Handout  
4) List of Churches in our presbytery participating 

There may be people in your congregation and community wishing they had a way to express their grief over 
violence, bullying, assault and abuse desiring a way to act. You can provide this opportunity for worship and 
action. President Obama said last week, "We need to do more than pray." We hope you'll make the effort to gather 
your congregation and neighbors for a visible sign of peace over violence. 

Let's make this happen! If you are choosing to participate in this endeavor, let us all know, so we can announce as 
we each gather our sister and brother churches sharing in candlelight vigil across our presbytery, on the same night 
and time! If you would like some other resources for this service, please call either myself (218) 791-0141 
 darrelcory@gmail.com or Elaine (218) 443-2227 elainebidgood@hotmail.com.  

 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God."  Matthew 5:9 

 
Grace and peace,  
 

Darrel and Elaine 

 
The Rev. Darrel Cory and 
The Rev. Elaine Sveet 
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