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FLOOD WORRIES 
     Along with the joy of the warmth of Spring, comes the 

worry of flooding for the year. The Presbytery would like to 

extend our prayers to those communities facing flooding. If 

your church or community experiences flooding, please 

call the presbytery office right away to request support. As 

always, the Presbytery office is here to help and coordinate 

assistance from across the Presbytery if needed, and to access 

resources from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Please call 

the office, 701-772-0783, or email, pnpoffice@gmail.com, to 

update the needs of your congregation.  

 

“IF YOU CAN’T SIGN IT . . .” 
By: Teaching Elder Donna Monteith, moderator of the Presbytery of the 

Northern Plains 

 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good 

news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 

which also you stand, through which also you are being 

saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 

you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
- I Corinthians 15:1-2 

 

      My hometown church is a federation of PCUSA and 

UMC. In their honor, I took Methodist classes in seminary as 

well as Presbyterian. For this reason, I quote the Wesleys a 

lot. There is one favorite quote that I have not been able to 

pin down to any of the Wesleys; I have a feeling that it is 

more AME than UMC. That quote is, “If you can’t sing it, 

you don’t have to believe it.” 

      When you add to that the fact that the Academic Dean at 

the seminary had developed a program called, “The Gospel 

According to Willie Nelson,” it is not surprising that I often 

find good theology in popular music. One such instance is 

found on John Mellencamp’s album, “Scarecrow.” The 

chorus of the song, “You’ve Got to Stand for Something,” 

states “You've got to stand for something Or you're gonna 

fall for anything.” As Chuck Traylor used to say, “That’ll 

preach!” and it seems to be as true in our society today as it 

was in 1985 when the album was first released. 

      So, what does it mean to stand for something? Many 

people find it easier to follow the crowd, look the other way, 

go along with everyone else instead of risking being called 

out on their beliefs. Many today don’t even know what it is 

they believe, whether in God or in the works of humans. 

Once you have figured out what you believe, what do you do 

about it? If you are concerned about hunger issues, do you give regularly to a food pantry or other hunger-related 

charities? If you say that you love God, can people tell it by your actions? 

Continue on page 2. 

PRAYER JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

Joan Alice Montgomery, long time member and 

organist of the First Presbyterian Church of Lisbon 

(ND), passed away on March 9, 2017. Please keep 

her husband Roland and family in your prayers. 
 

Ken Preston, member of the Grandin Presbyterian 

Church, has been facing ongoing health problems 

and has steadily deteriorated over the last month. 

Please keep Ken and his family in your prayers 

during this time of uncertainty. 
 

Rita Adele McKerley Lang, mother of Teaching 

Elder Paul Lang, passed away at the age of 

87.  Please keep the whole Lang family in your 

prayers. 
 

Bettie, sister of Nancy Schroeder, member of First 

Presbyterian Church of Mandan, passed away in 

March. Please keep Nancy and her family in your 

prayers during this difficult time.  
 

Please lift up in prayer those displaced from their 

homes by natural disasters in the United States and 

all over the world, those in need of basic supplies, 

and those who are working to offer assistance. Pray 

that conditions improve so that delivery of much 

needed relief supplies can reach their distribution 

points. 
 

Please pray that God’s love will work through us, 

our churches, our communities, and our world for 

peace, compassion, and justice for all. 
 

For remembering our baptism in everything we say 

and do; for our leaders; for pastors who are facing 

health problems; for the unity of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations would like a prayer 

concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, please contact the 

office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If the 

request is on behalf of someone else, please check with them 

before requesting. 
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      Humans have a remarkable capacity to say one thing and do another, not always because of hypocrisy, but sometimes 

because we lack self-assurance or confidence. In order to stand for something, you have to get involved - even if the world 

tries to tell you that your involvement is foolish or a waste of your time and energy. Paul tells the church at Corinth that 

they need to stand on the good news he had proclaimed to them. 

      If you join Paul and the Corinthians in standing on the good news, and you are acting on that stand, are you willing to 

tell people that you are acting on the basis of your beliefs? This is not easy, but if you truly want to stand for something, 

you need to let people know that this is where you stand, whether it is a popular stance to take or not. 

      While we are free to stand for something, we need to remember that others don’t always have that ability. As 

followers of Jesus, what are we to do about that? Unfortunately, it’s often those who stand for the good news who are 

pressured to act as though their faith doesn’t matter. It is unfortunate that the phrase, “What would Jesus do?” is often 

considered a joke. If we study the good news of Jesus, and ask ourselves that question before we act, we often find that 

there are multiple answers to the question. 

      When Jesus instructs us to “Feed my sheep,” for example, does he mean to spiritually feed people with the good news, 

or does he mean to share food with those who are physically hungry? Or does he mean both? After all, during his time on 

earth, he did both. One of the reasons that Presbyterians have often built hospitals and schools and taught modern farming 

practices in the mission field is that “It is hard to preach the gospel to someone whose stomach is growling.” 

      I encourage you to follow Paul’s instruction and stand on the good news. Just make sure that you stand for the good 

news, and that you have not fallen for some specious interpretation that is not good at all. 

 

 

PRESBYTERY MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
By: Michael Lochow, Ruling Elder, Stated Clerk 

      The one hundred sixteenth Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains will be 

held at the Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo, North Dakota, on Friday and 

Saturday, April 21 and 22, 2017.  Registration will begin at 11:00 a.m. with the meeting 

convening at 1:00 p.m.  

     The meeting will open with worship, including the celebration of Holy Communion. The 

primary focus of the meeting will be on the evolving new structure of the Presbytery. The 

Enactment Task Force has been busy working on the changes. There will be two presentations on 

the new structure: one late Friday afternoon and the other the first item on the agenda on Saturday morning. It will be a 

time to review the reason for the change, for education on the changes, gathering of information, and answering your 

questions.  

       The Presbyterians for Earth Care Team will present a panel discussion on Friday evening. The theme of the 

discussion will be “Stewards of the Earth: Caretakers of the Soil.” Four farmers will share how their methods impact the 

environment and how their faith influences how they farm. 

      Most of the proposed changes to the Book of Order were voted on last fall but one amendment, the new Directory for 

Worship, was postponed to this meeting. The consideration of this amendment will be on Saturday morning. There will be 

time for a presentation and questions, prior to a vote. 

      Finally, three Commissioned Ruling Elders will be commissioned as the last order of business prior to adjournment. 

As always, we ask that you bring your stories about Good News in your congregation and community to share with 

others. 

      Presbytery meeting materials will be posted and available on the Presbytery website at 

www.northernplainspresbytery.com by noon on Thursday, April 6, 2017, for congregations/individuals to download. For 

congregations that do not have internet access, packets can be mailed out to them. If your congregation needs a packet, 

you must contact the Presbytery office by April 10, 2017, to ensure you receive the packet in time.  

      Child Care will be provided for preschool children of minister members or elder commissioners at no cost to the users. 

Attendees who need child care must contact the Presbytery office no later than April 10, 2017, if they wish to use this 

service. 

       If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or toll free at 

1-800-243-3532, or by email at pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

 Please review all Presbytery materials which will be posted on the Presbytery web page. It is important 

as a commissioner to Presbytery you come prepared and ready to participate. Following the presbytery 

meeting you should be prepared to report to your local session on the work of the Presbytery and how 

your church might participate more fully. 
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PNP DIRECTORY AND MANUAL  
       The Presbytery of the Northern Plains 2017 Directory and Manual of Administrative Operations is now available 

either by download, email, or mailed hardcopy. The Directory will not be published on the website; however, a link to the 

most current information is part of the enews that goes out weekly by email (links located on left hand side under the 

calendar). The Manual of Operations is published in its entirety on the website and is also available in hard copy form by 

request. The website version of both the bylaws and policy section are updated as soon as possible after Presbytery action 

is taken that impacts either section. 

      If you would like to receive either an electronic or hard copy, please contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or 

email Laurie Elhard, Administrator of Communication and Finance, at pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

SPRING YOUTH RETREAT - “SING, SHOUT, MAKE MUSIC!” 
6th-12th Grade Youth and Adults Welcome! 

Friday-Sunday, April 28-30, 2017 
      We are so excited to announce another year of the Crystal Springs Retreat for our Presbyterian Youth of the Northern 

Plains! For over 20 years youth from our Presbytery have come together at our Spring Retreat to make new friends, have 

tons of fun, and explore their faith in new and exciting ways.  

      The Crystal Springs Retreat Center has an awesome facility to host 

this event. Although we won’t be able to use the waterslide - we will have 

a full gym, climbing wall, high rope and low rope elements, fun games 

(inside and outside), and even a roller skating rink at our disposal! With 

all the great activities, our kids will be able to enjoy free time, encourage 

discussion, and play awesome group games throughout the weekend. 

      Join us for a weekend of faith-filled conversations, exploring the idea 

to “Sing, Shout, Make Music!” Our youth will explore different types of 

music and how music impacts our faith. Youth are encouraged to bring 

some of their favorite music to share in the discussions about how music 

affects our faith, and how we can use our God-given gifts to spread his love through many different types of noise and 

musical expression! Don’t worry-musical talent is not mandatory! 

        We look forward to another great Spring Retreat at Crystal Springs April 28-30, and hope you will join us! Please 

contact Alissa Anderson, at the Presbytery Office, with any questions. Registration and information is available at  

www.northernplainspresbytery.com/youth-connection-team.   

 

 

TWO SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIPS PLANNED 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO 

MINNEAPOLIS! 
Current 5th-8th Graders & Adults Invited 

Thursday-Sunday, June 22-25 

Cost: $175 by June 11th 

 

     Middle School Youth are invited to a weekend of fun 

and service in the Twin Cities of Minnesota! All 5th-8th 

Grade Youth and Adults are welcome to join us for an 

awesome weekend of service events, with trips to 

Valleyfair and the Mall of America! This will be a super 

fun weekend, and a great opportunity to learn about your 

faith! Youth are welcome to invite friends of all faith, 

and we hope you can join us!  

     Please visit the website at, 

https://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/youth-

connection-team to learn more. Or contact Alissa 

Anderson with any questions or scholarship needs at 

pnpmission@gmail.com.   

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO DENVER! 
Current 8th-12th Grade & Adults Invited 

Saturday-Saturday, July 15-22 

*Leaving from Bismarck Saturday morning, July 15 

Cost: $350, Scholarship Opportunities Available 

 

     Our High School Youth are invited on an incredible 

opportunity to visit the Rocky Mountains and Denver, 

Colorado, in this week-long mission trip. We will spend 

our week exploring our faith, having fun, and helping 

others. We will be helping lead a Vacation Bible School, 

as well as visiting and learning from various non-profits 

and charities in the area. This is a great opportunity for 

our youth to explore a new area, and learn some amazing 

things about God’s great work among those in need!  

     Please visit our Website 

(https://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/youth-

connection-team) to learn more, and contact Alissa 

Anderson with any questions or scholarship needs at 

pnpmission@gmail.com. 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for He 

has done marvelous things…Shout for 

joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into 

jubilant song with music; make Music 

to the Lord with the harp, and the 

sound of singing” 

 
–Psalm 98: 1, 4-5 (NIV) 
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LOOKING FORWARD 
      Is your church located in the North-West, 

South-West, or South-Central regions of the 

presbytery? Then this is for you! These regions are 

going to be gathering before the Presbytery Meeting 

on April 21, 2017, at 11:30 a.m. at the Community 

Presbyterian Church of West Fargo, ND. The 

North-West Region is going to gather for a meal and fellowship. 

The South-West and South-Central Regions are going to gather 

over a meal and plan future gatherings for the region. This is a great 

time for others from the region to have fun and organize a couple of 

fun events for everyone to attend! Plan to be there and let the office 

know at 701-772-0783, we look forward to chatting with you. 

 

MARATHON AID STATION 
      Everyone is invited to help out with the aid station at the Fargo 

Marathon on May 20th. We will need help setting up tables at 6:00 

a.m. from the Community Presbyterian Church, until the last runner 

passes by. We will be passing out PowerAde, sweet Jesus brownie 

and oranges to the runners, along with cheering them on and having 

fun with friends. You can come and help when you can for as long 

as you want. Please let the office of your interest along with your 

shirt size.  

 

PW SPRING GATHERING PLANS 

UNDERWAY AND ALL ARE INVITED! 
      All Presbyterian Women are invited to our Spring Gathering on 

Saturday, April 29, 2017, at the First Presbyterian Church in 

Moorhead, Minnesota. The theme “INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE" -- 

COMPASSION, FAITH, JOY, HOPE, LOVE, FORGIVENESS -- 

will be highlighted by our guest speakers: Elona Street-Stewart, first 

Native American to serve as a synod executive in the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), and Sue Medsker-Nedderman, former Peace and 

Justice Coordinator for PW Synod. Street-Stewart’s specialties are 

issues of diversity and the special needs and challenges in 

racial/ethnic ministry while Medsker-Nedderman’s focus will be her 

USA Mission Experience in the San Francisco Bay area. 

      Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. with worship at 10:00 a.m. Cost 

for the day is $15.00 payable to PWP. Donations of fruit, pre-

packaged Jell-O, pudding, granola bars, crackers, and tied fleece 

blankets/pillows will be collected for mission giving to the families 

at the Ronald McDonald House. Please RSVP by April 15 to PWP 

Moderator Lana Schultz either by Phone 701-238-4538 or email 

lanaj0@casselton.net. 

 

EARTH DAY RSOURCES 

      Earth Day is celebrated April 22 each year and 

Presbyterian churches are encouraged to celebrate 

Earth Day Sunday near this date or to celebrate 

worship at some point with a theme of creation. 

Creation Justice Ministries (formerly the National 

Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program) produces Earth Day 

Sunday resources each year. The resources include sermon starters, 

prayers, Christian education suggestions, action tips and more. All 

the information can be found at: http://www.creationjustice.org/. 

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   April 2 Self-Development of People 

Sunday 

   April 5 Youth Connection cc 

   April 14 Good Friday, office closed 

   April 16 Easter Sunday 

   April 21-22 Annual Presbytery Meeting at 

Community Presbyterian Church 

of West Fargo 

   April 24 Office Closed 

   April 28-30 Spring Youth Retreat (pg 3) 

   April 29 PW Spring Gathering at First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Moorhead at 10:00 a.m. (pg 4) 

   May 3 Youth Connection cc 

   May 18 Council Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of GF 

   October 6-7 Fall Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Hallock 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian 

community which nourishes ministry and 

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors: Donna Monteith, Lana Schultz, 

Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and Laurie 

Elhard. 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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