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 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE APRIL 

PRESBYTERY MEETING 

By: Michael Lochow, Ruling Elder, Stated Clerk 

     The 112
th
 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of the 

Northern Plains was hosted by the members of First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks, North Dakota, 

on Friday and Saturday, April 24-25, 2015.  

     At this meeting the commissioners considered the 

proposed amendments to the Book of Order (BOO) 

sent to them by the 221
st
 General Assembly (2014). Perhaps being aware 

that the votes of other presbyteries in the PC(USA) on the proposed 

amendments had already decided the issues, there was little discussion or 

debate by the Commissioners prior to their vote. In the end they voted in 

favor of adding the Confession of Belhar to the Book of Confessions and 

to approve all of the amendments to the Book of Order. Perhaps the most 

controversial was the marriage amendment, which proposed to amend W-

4.9000.  On that amendment the Presbytery voted 23-18 in favor of the 

change. 

     The COM report created some controversy when it presented an 

amendment to the policy on Separation Ethics: When Pastor and 

Congregation Say Goodbye. The proposed change would have added a 

section titled “When a Pastor’s Family Stays Behind” and the result would 

have placed some restrictions on the pastor’s family and their involvement 

in the church the pastor had just left. Eventually the more controversial 

sections were removed and the more flexible language remaining was 

approved. 

     The commissioners had the pleasure of commissioning Joshua 

Simmers, from the Mandan church, as a Commissioned Ruling Elder to 

serve as chaplain to the North Dakota National Guard. Joshua spoke of his 

spiritual journey prior to the vote on his commissioning. 

     Two workshops were conducted regarding pastors. Jim Skaret, COM 

Chair, led a workshop on the process of Calling a Pastor.  The Rev. Elaine 

Sveet led another workshop on the Care of Pastors. Both were well 

attended and received. 

     Stated Clerk Michael Lochow reported that commissions have been 

formed at the last two General Assemblies to look at the synod structure 

within the PC(USA).  The 221
st
 General Assembly (2014) recommended that the synods be reduced from 16 to 10-12. 

Lochow is part of group known as the Heartland 

Resource Network (HRN) which is comprised of the 

Synod of the Lakes and Prairies, the Synod of Mid-

America, and the Synod of Lincoln Trails which has 

been studying this issue. He reported that HRN is 

recommending that the three synods not merge but 

that they seek to work together in covenant on two 

key issues affecting all three synods: inclusivity and 

small-rural congregations. A nine-person group 

made up of three persons from each synod will be 

formed to work on the covenant language.  

PRAYER 

CONCERNS/JOYS 

 

Continued prayers are needed for Lori 

Billings, wife of Dan Billings 

(Teaching Elder at Midway Parish), 

who is still in long term rehabilitation 

in Moorhead. If you would like to 

send letters of encouragement to Lori, 

please mail them to: Lori Billings, 

Golden Living Center, 2810 2nd Ave. 

North, Moorhead, MN 56560. 
 

Evelyn Holt, wife of the late Edward 

C. Holt of Casselton, passed away on 

April 13, 2015, at South Bay Manor in 

South Kingstown, Rhode Island. 

Please keep the whole Holt family in 

your prayers during this time. 
 

Please pray that God’s love will work 

through us, our churches, our 

communities, and our world for peace, 

compassion, and justice for all. 
 

Please pray for our congregations in 

transition and congregations that are in 

need of healing. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in 

your prayers. 

 

If you or someone from your congregations 

would like a prayer concern/joy to be sent out 

to the Presbytery, please contact the office at 

pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-772-0783.  If 

the request is on behalf of someone else, please 

check with them before requesting. 

  

VOTING RESULTS 

Y  – N – A 

14-1       Confession of Belhar       24 – 12 – 5 

14 – A       Renunciation of Jurisdiction    26 – 10 – 5 

14 – B.1     Final Assessment     34 - 4 - 3 

14 – B.2     Accommodations    37 – 1 - 3 

14 – C     Child Protection Policy    37 – 1 – 3 

14 – D     Min. Composition of a Presbytery   34 – 3 – 4 

14 – E     Interreligious Stance     32 – 7 – 2 

14 – F     Marriage      23 – 18 – 0 
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING 
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

     How do we take what we discern and experience as God's presence beyond the walls of our 

churches? How do we come to terms with something we will never truly understand? Coming 

into contact with God's presence is something we are probably never truly ready for. We know it 

is always with us, but it is something we don't analyze. When we read about the transfiguration 

of Christ, we read that a voice came from the cloud saying, “This is my son, my chosen, listen to 

him.” Can we ever imagine what it must have been like to have been on the mountain? Jesus glowing in splendor, in the 

presence of Moses and Elijah, then a cloud. What an astonishing, shocking, amazing event! Peter, as usual, jumps in with 

an idea to make shelters. He is the one who jumped out of the water first when Jesus was on shore; he seems to act rather 

hastily in his excitement. He means well! We are so like Peter. When in a holy moment, we don't know what to say or 

what to do. We blurt out something, like Peter. He wanted to do something, so he began piling rocks to build shelters. 

     It is not the first time where humans have failed to find words or actions in the face of the almighty. In the Old 

Testament we find people fearful of seeing the reflection of God's radiance upon Moses' face. They didn't even come into 

contact with God. It is sort of like someone who relates an experience another has had: “My cousin's friend's mother's 

aunt's brother said...” In Old Testament wording, it would go like this. I know a guy, who knows a guy, who knows a guy 

who came into contact with God. Even that long list of contacts was enough to strike awe and fear into the hearts of the 

Israelites. Moses' reaction is a bit odd as well. He starts to wear a veil whenever he isn't speaking to God, hiding the 

radiance that showed on his face. 

      It IS difficult to come to terms with something we will never truly understand. Coming into contact with God is 

something we are never truly ready to understand. However, part of me thinks it is something you and I should be ready to 

experience. We are in God's presence when we worship on Sundays. I also believe we come into contact with God a lot 

more often than you and I think.  

     I read a story about a tourist in Switzerland and the great Presbyterian theologian, Karl Barth.  Karl Barth was on a 

streetcar when a tourist climbed on and sat next to Barth. The two men began chatting with each other, “Are you new to 

the city?” Barth questioned. “Yes,” answered the tourist. “Is there anything you would like to see in this city?” asked 

Barth. “Yes, I would love to meet the famous theologian Karl Barth. Do you know him?” “Well,” replied Barth, “as a 

matter of fact, I do. I give him a shave every morning.” The tourist got off the streetcar delighted. He went back to the 

hotel and said. “I met Karl Barth's barber today.” 

      Isn't that so like us humans? We come face to face with God through nature, other people, through the movements of 

the Holy Spirit and yet we fail to see it as God's presence moving in and through our lives. We can make the same mistake 

in worship. Our thoughts get pulled away from God. I'm guilty. My mind has been known to compile a grocery list while I 

am “listening” to God's word read and preached. We don't defocus on the demands of the day and we don't focus on being 

in the presence of God. 

       So now the question is, since we are in the presence of God during worship, how are we going to respond? Will we 

hide our faces, covering the light of faith, like Moses? Will we react like Peter and respond awkwardly, not knowing what 

to do? I think there is another way to respond. 

      Paul understood the transforming power of God. He experienced it firsthand when Jesus appeared to him when he was 

Saul. His response was not to hide himself. 

      We behold God's great glory and come away changed. Every time we go to church, we are strengthened, renewed, 

changed. 

     We have the responsibility to be bold in the Lord. As we leave our sanctuaries, our faces will shine with the glory of 

God. We then reflect God's glory to the world. We are to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. The ends of the earth are 

different for everyone. We could very well say, we will take the gospel message to all whom we encounter. We will do 

this by getting involved to bring about positive changes. We do this by loving our neighbor as ourselves. We do this by 

sharing God's shining light. We don't need to sit them down and preach to them, we just need to let them know we are 

ready and willing to listen and help. “Preach the gospel, and sometimes use words.” 

     When we work at these things, we can truly say that we have taken God's presence beyond the pews of our churches; 

beyond the walls of our churches. We might even say: “The church has left the building.” 

 

ONLINE CLASSES FOR NEW MEMBERS, RULING ELDERS, AND DEACONS 
     Theocademy is a way for Presbyterians to form their faith anytime, anywhere. Currently, two sets of video lessons are 

available: one for use in New Members classes and a second for helping Ruling Elders and Deacons better understand the 

ministry they have been called to. Training sessions are available with a study guide either online or you can purchase 

them as a DVD's. It is recommended that you watch the lessons as a group. For more information or to view the video(s), 

go to: http://www.theocademy.com/ 

http://www.theocademy.com/lessons-for-new-members
http://www.theocademy.com/lessons-for-ruling-elders-and-deacons
http://www.theocademy.com/


INTRODUCING OUR NEW 

TREASURER 
     At the April Presbytery meeting a new 

Treasurer, Walter Knipe, was elected.  Here is 

some information, in Walter’s own words . . .  

     The Presbyterian Church has been and is 

important to our family.  I am married, have 

two sons and a daughter, and three grandsons.  

I currently serve as the Chairman of the Finance Committee at the 

First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks. 

     As a youngster, I grew up in rural Red Deer, Alberta, Canada.  

Our family attended services at the Willowdale Presbyterian 

church which is located a short distance from our farm. 

     I attended a high school of 2,400 students and participated in 

student government and athletics-football, hockey, track, and 

basketball. I traveled to Ottowa as a Rotary Youth Award winner. 

I came to Grand Forks, ND, and graduated from the University of 

North Dakota with a degree in Mathematics and Natural Sciences. 

     My teaching career in the Grand Forks Public Schools (GFPS) 

began in 1963.  I taught at South Junior, Red River, and Central 

High Schools as a mathematics teacher, technology facilitator, and 

assistant hockey coach.  I have also taught at the University of 

Minnesota, Crookston campus.  I retired from GFPS in 1997. I 

have also worked as a Field Engineer for K.B. MacKichan, 

Associates, and the City of Grand Forks and an education 

consultant for Learn, Inc. in Nashville, TN, and the Urban Rural 

Schools Project in Big Gap, VA. 

     I have served on the United Way Board of Directors, the 

Advisory Board of the Northeast Regional Medical Program and 

North Dakota Education Board of Directors.  From 1996-2011, I 

served as a member on the auditing committee for the Community 

Credit Union, Grand Fork, ND. 

     I look forward to working with and for all of you. 

 

THANK YOU! 
     The Presbytery’s Nominating Committee would like to express 

their thanks to Ruling Elder Bill Cawley for agreeing to continue 

to serve as Treasurer until the committee could find a suitable 

replacement. This not only helped the Nominating Committee, but 

allowed the Presbytery office to continue to serve our churches in 

the most efficient way possible. Thank you Bill, for going above 

and beyond. It was greatly appreciated. 

 

MAY BANQUET VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
      The South-West Ministry Region will be 

serving a meal for the Banquet on May 28, 2015, at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck. The Banquet 

mission is to provide the hungry, needy, and lonely 

neighbors in the Bismarck-Mandan community with hospitality 

and nourishment by serving them a free meal with caring hearts. 

This ministry is dependent on volunteer groups and individuals. 

      Volunteers are needed to help in the following areas: set-up, 

cook, serve, and clean up. If you are interested in volunteering 

please contact the First Presbyterian Church of Mandan at 701-

663-5788.    

 REGIONAL GATHERINGS 

 

      In April all the ministry regions gathered 

together for fellowship and/or to plan future 

gatherings for the region. Everyone had a great time 

together and are excited for what the future holds for 

each of the regions. Look to see what your region 

has planned! 

 

   North-East 

 September 2015 – Fundraiser for “Feed 

My Starving Children” 

 April 2016 – Volunteering for “Feed My 

Starving Children”    

   North-West 

 June 2015 – Officer Training 

 Early October – Fall Festival Harvest at 

Devils Lake, ND. 

 Late October – Planning Meeting before 

the Presbytery Meeting 

   South-Central 

 Summer 2015 – Camping Overnight at 

Grand Rapids Park (near LaMoure, ND) 

 October 2015 - Planning Meeting before 

the Presbytery 

   South-East 

 August 2015 – Regional Picnic in Fargo 

 September 2015 – Zoo Day in Fargo 

 October 2015 - Planning Meeting before 

the Presbytery 

 December 2015  – Concordia Christmas 

Concert 

     South-West 

 May 28, 2015 - Volunteering at the May 

Banquet. Contact First Presbyterian 

Church of Mandan, ND at 701-663-

5788. 

 October 2015 – Pumpkin Patch 

 January 2016 – Ice Skating 

 April 2016 - Planning Meeting before 

the Presbytery 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these 

gatherings and join with one another.  The more we 

get together the stronger our connections grow; the 

more our knowledge of one another, the more we 

care for and our love for one another can flourish; 

and the more good we can to do God’s glory.  

      If you would like to know more about any of the 

above mentioned gatherings, or you have 

suggestions/ ideas for your region please contact 

Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections and 

Records, at 701-772-0783 or 

pnpmission@gmail.com.  
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Presbytery’s Calendar 

     
    May 1-3 Spring Youth Retreat  

    May 5 Moderator conference call 

    May 5 Youth Connection Team 

conference call 

    May 12 Committee on Ministry Meeting 

    May 13 Nominating conference call 

    May 14-15 Synod Minute Reading 

    May 21 Council meeting 

    May 25 Memorial Day, office closed 

    June 9 Committee on Ministry 

conference call  

    June 18 Council conference call 

    July 4  Independence Day 

    Sept 7 Labor Day, office closed 

    Oct 23-24 Fall Presbytery Meeting at 

Glencoe Sloan Memorial, rural 

Bismarck 

 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The Presbytery summer office hours will be 

Monday thru Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

from Memorial Day weekend until Labor Day 

weekend.  Due to flexible schedules and 

reduced staffing during the summer, please call 

before stopping by to make sure someone will 

be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the 

Northern Plains electronically?  You can by sign-

ing up for the paperless edition. It costs nothing. 

To sign up, simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com 

and request to be put on the electronic newsletter 

list. 
 

 

Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Walter Knipe, 

Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, and Laurie 

Elhard 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE, FACEBOOK  

AND SO MUCH MORE 
     If I had a magic wand I would wave it 

over my head and every church leader and 

member in the Presbytery of the Northern 

Plains (PNP) would be informed of every 

event and resource the Presbytery (and 

Presbyterian Church (USA)) had to offer.  

As sad as it is, my fairy Godmother has not shown up to make this 

happen. Instead, the Presbytery has tools to help get the word out to 

each of you in many different forms.   

 Newsletter: The Light of the Northern Plains is a monthly 

newsletter. It can be received either by mail or email.  It is 

also posted on the Presbytery’s website. 

 Website: At the end of December, PNP launched a newly 

designed website.  Besides the new look, it has many more 

features to enhance the Presbytery’s ministry. Please take 

some time to check out the “new” website at: 

www.northernplainspresbytery.com.  

 Facebook: Yes, PNP does have a Facebook page to try to 

help foster community. Bible verses, prayer concerns and 

joys, trivia questions, event information, and more are posted.  

The page is open to all. Become a fan - join the fun. 

 Enews: Enews is a weekly email sent out that ranges in topic 

from local events, inspirational stories, to PC(USA) news. It 

is a potpourri of information that is aimed to help each of us 

in our ministries here on the Northern Plains. 

 Bulletin Inserts: Weekly inserts that focuses on a PNP 

congregation/parish and also includes a minute for mission.  

 Prayer Joys and Concerns: When requested the Presbytery 

office will send out prayer joys and concerns by email. They 

are also printed in the newsletter. If you or someone from 

your congregation would like a prayer concern/joy to be sent 

out, please contact the office.  If the request is on behalf of 

someone else, please check with them before requesting. 

 Directory and Manuals: The Directory holds 

committee/teams and congregation leadership contact 

information. The Manual of Operations contains the policies 

and bylaws of the PNP. Both areas can be downloaded from 

Enews for the most up to date information (located on left 

column). 

 Letters and Emails: Of course the Presbytery office also 

mails letters and sends emails to inform smaller groups of 

information that they need to know. 

If you would like to start receiving any of the above publications, 

please let the Presbytery office know by either calling 701-772-0783 

or emailing Laurie Elhard, Administrator of Communication and 

Finance, at pnpoffice@gmail. 

 

SYNOD SCHOOL INFORMATION 
     Synod School catalogs have been mailed out to each congregation 

and registration is underway.  Synod School runs Sunday through 

Friday, July 26-31, at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa.  

If you missed the catalog in the mail, you can view it at 

http://lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool 
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