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WARM WEATHER BRINGS FLOOD WORRIES 
     As the sun gets warmer, the snow has started to melt 

(thanks to above average temperatures in February), and 

the waters are starting to flow into local rivers.  Along 

with the joy of the warmth of Spring, comes the worry 

of flooding for the year.  The Presbytery would like to 

extend our prayers to those communities facing 

flooding. 

     At the February Council Meeting the Presbytery of 

the Northern Plains activated its membership to the 

North Dakota Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (ND VOAD). 

Being a member of the ND VOAD allows the Presbytery to join with other 

nonprofit organizations and share knowledge and resources during the 

process of preparation, response, and recovery for communities where 

there has been a disaster. Trained Ruling Elder Kevin Kaufmann will 

continue to represent the Presbytery as our voice at the table. 

     If your church or community experiences flooding, please call the 

presbytery office right away to request support. As always, the 

Presbytery office is here to help and coordinate assistance from across the 

Presbytery if needed, and to access resources from Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance.  Please call the office, 701-772-0783, or email, 

pnpoffice@gmail.com, to update the needs of your congregation.  

 

WHERE WERE YOU IN FEBRUARY? 
By: Teaching Elder Donna Monteith, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 

take care of you?” 
- Matthew 25:44b 

 

      I attended Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary in Texas. In 2003, as part of Education 

Beyond the Walls, they started The College of Pastoral 

Leaders, a program for Teaching Elders and others who form cohort 

groups and covenant to study together and reflect on a theme over the 

course of two years. When the program was new, I had suggested that our 

RASCAL Ministry Team might qualify as a cohort group. At the end of 

each year, reflection papers from a cohort group are published in a journal 

called Communitas. 

       In 2008, the theme of Communitas was “Seeking Justice.” The 

welcome to that journal was written by the president of the Seminary, Ted 

Wardlaw, who shared this story (reprinted with permission) from his days 

as a pastor in Atlanta GA: 

 “One of the many ministries of this downtown 

congregation was a cold-weather Night Shelter. For almost 

half of the year, the congregation’s gymnasium was 

outfitted with cots, laundry services, and supper tables for 

the provision of meals, and some seventy-five homeless  

 

Continue on page 2. 

PRAYER 

JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

Joyce Yvonne Freuden (84), wife of 

former Executive Presbyter Charles 

Freuden, passed away Friday, Jan. 

20, 2017, at San Juan Regional 

Medical Center in Farmington, NM. 

Please keep the whole Freuden 

family in your prayers.  

 

Please lift up in prayer those 

displaced from their homes by 

natural disasters in the United States 

and all over the world, those in need 

of basic supplies, and those who are 

working to offer assistance. Pray that 

conditions improve so that delivery 

of much needed relief supplies can 

reach their distribution points. 

 

Please pray for our lives to be lived 

in grateful praise through our words 

and actions; for our mission 

personnel all around the world; for 

pastors who are facing health 

problems; for comprehensive 

immigration reform; for the unity of 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
 

Please pray that God’s love will 

work through us, our churches, our 

communities, and our world for 

peace, compassion, and justice for 

all. 
 

Please join in prayer for the 

leadership of the Presbytery and the 

church in every time and place as we 

move forward in God’s service. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in 

your prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations 

would like a prayer concern/joy to be sent 

out to the Presbytery, please contact the 

office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or call 701-

772-0783.  If the request is on behalf of 

someone else, please check with them before 

requesting. 
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men slept there on a nightly basis. “Volunteers from the church, and from numerous other 

congregations in the city, staffed the operation each night; and sometimes, frankly, finding enough 

volunteers was a persistent challenge. On this particular Christmas, though, there were some seventy 

people who swamped the church switchboard with calls expressing their willingness to staff the Night 

Shelter on Christmas Eve -- virtually one volunteer per shelter guest. The staff person in charge of 

coordinating volunteers, with tears in her eyes, said, ‘Where are these volunteers when we need them 

in the middle of February?’” 

      This is not just a problem in Atlanta. There is a difference between Christmas charity and daily justice. One is a 

wonderfully sentimental rush of good will; the other a disciplined, on-going system of attending to the persistent needs of 

people, day after day and night after night. Some of the congregations in this presbytery are very good at supporting day-

to-day ministries all year long, while still accommodating those who feel the need to give more at Christmastime. 

      Jesus made it abundantly clear that if we are to be counted among his followers, we have a responsibility to take care 

of those among us who are in need. He went so far as to say that whatever assistance we give to those brothers and sisters; 

we are really giving to him. No one among us is able to do everything, but if we work together, we can do great things for 

Jesus. 

      So… Where were you in February? What will you undertake in the ten months until next Christmas to be counted 

among the blessed? 

 

REGARDING RULING ELDERS: RULING ELDERS AND NEW MEMBERS 
By: Rhonda Myers, Office of the General Assembly 

LOUISVILLE - The Church is the body of Christ acting in the world as a witness to the 

gospel of grace. If the Church is to serve as Christ’s faithful evangelist in active 

community, it must work at engaging and examining new members. 

 An active member is one who makes a profession of faith in Christ, has been 

baptized, and is received into the body by an act of session. As a community of 

faith, the Church entrusts its life to God and works at becoming a community of 

hope, “rejoicing in the sure and certain knowledge that, in Christ, God is 

making a new creation. This new creation is a new beginning for human life and 

for all things. The Church lives in the present on the strength of that promised 

new creation.” The Church is “a community of witness, pointing beyond itself 

through word and work to the good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord.”  

(Book of Order, F-1.0301) 

     “Membership ... is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate in Christ’s mission” (Book of Order, G-

1.0304). Therefore, it is appropriate that new members be prepared and examined for membership by the session 

overseeing their care and nurture. While “[n]o person shall be denied membership for any reason not related to profession 

of faith” (Book of Order, G-1.0302), even if a new member is joining by letter of transfer or reaffirmation of faith, thus 

renewing a faith commitment made at an earlier date, they are still dedicating themselves to a new congregation and 

should know how the mission and ministry of Christ are lived out in that particular assembly. While the pastor can be 

helpful in sharing this information, and is often the one to lead a “new member class,” the session is best-positioned to tell 

the church’s story and invite discussion over areas of mutual interest and dedication. Such a discussion can help the ruling 

elders discern an individual readiness to grow in covenant faithfulness. 

       The term of a new member class is largely dependent upon the spiritual maturity and level of discipleship already 

achieved by individuals seeking membership in the body. In general, though, such classes could lift up: 

 Being a Presbyterian—the church’s history, polity, and doctrine. 

 Being a Presbyterian in this Place—the congregation’s history, mission, and service, as well as the 

expectations of membership. 

 The intersection of life and faith, including an inventory of gifts and talents. 

 And, especially for those making a profession of faith, developing a statement of faith that speaks 

to their trust in God, their reliance upon grace, and evidence of the Spirit moving within them, 

prompting them to confess Christ as Lord and accept the responsibilities of membership. In the 

church I serve, that statement takes many forms. Recently, one confirmand composed a musical 

piece in three-parts to profess her faith. Another created a liturgical dance, which she performed 

and described in beautiful detail. 

      New members bring energy, joy, and hope to a congregation. They also encourage us to welcome the “new creation” 

in Christ. Preparing, examining, and celebrating these new members in a time of fresh commitment to the ministry of the 

Church can prompt an experience of the Spirit that leads to congregational renewal. 



 

PW SPRING GATHERING PLANS UNDERWAY AND ALL ARE INVITED! 
      All Presbyterian Women are invited to our Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 29, 2017, at the 

First Presbyterian Church in Moorhead, Minnesota. The theme “INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE" -- 

COMPASSION, FAITH, JOY, HOPE, LOVE, FORGIVENESS -- will be highlighted by our guest 

speakers:  Elona Street-Stewart, first Native American to serve as a synod executive in the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), and Sue Medsker-Nedderman, former Peace and Justice Coordinator for PW Synod.  

Street-Stewart’s specialties are issues of diversity and the special needs and challenges in racial/ethnic 

ministry while Medsker-Nedderman’s focus will be her USA Mission Experience in the San Francisco 

Bay area. 

      Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. with worship at 10:00 a.m. Cost for the day is $15.00 payable to PWP. Donations of 

fruit, pre-packaged Jell-O, pudding, granola bars, crackers, and tied fleece blankets/pillows will be collected for mission, 

giving to the families at the Ronald McDonald House. Please RSVP by April 15 to PWP Moderator Lana Schultz either 

by Phone 701-238-4538 or email lanaj0@casselton.net. 

       
Crystal Springs Youth Retreat 

“SING, SHOUT, MAKE MUSIC!” 
6th-12th Grade Youth and Adults Welcome! 

Friday-Sunday, April 28-30, 2017 

      We are so excited to announce another year of the Crystal Springs 

Retreat for our Presbyterian Youth of the Northern Plains! For over 20 

years, youth from our Presbytery have come together at our Spring 

Retreat to make new friends, have tons of fun, and explore their faith in 

new and exciting ways.  

      The Crystal Springs Retreat Center has an awesome facility to host 

this event. Although we won’t be able to use the waterslide - we will have a full gym, climbing wall, high rope and low 

rope elements, fun games (inside and outside), and even a roller skating rink at our disposal! With all the great activities, 

our kids will be able to enjoy free time, encourage discussion, and play awesome group games throughout the weekend. 

      Join us for a weekend of faith-filled conversations, exploring the idea to “Sing, Shout, Make Music!” Our youth will 

explore different types of music and how music impacts our faith. Youth are encouraged to bring some of their favorite 

music to share in the discussions about how music affects our faith, and how we can use our God-given gifts to spread his 

love through many different types of noise and musical expression! Don’t worry-musical talent is not mandatory! 

        We look forward to another great Spring Retreat at Crystal Springs April 28-30, and hope you will join us! Please 

contact Alissa Anderson, at the Presbytery Office, with any questions. Registration and information is available at  

www.northernplainspresbytery.com/youth-connection-team.   

 

LOOKING FORWARD 
      Is your church located 

in the North-West, South-

West, or South-Central 

regions of the presbytery? 

Then this is for you! Both 

these regions are going to 

be gathering before the 

Presbytery Meeting on April 21, 2017, at 

11:30 a.m. at the Community Presbyterian 

Church of West Fargo, ND. The North-West 

Region is going to gather for a meal and 

fellowship. The South-West and South-

Central Regions are going to gather over a 

meal and plan future gathers for the region. 

This is a great time for others from the region 

to have fun and organize a couple of fun 

events for the region to attend! Plan to attend 

and let the office know at 701-772-0783, we 

look forward to chatting with you. 

2017 REGIONS EVENTS 

 

     Please be sure to spread the word about these gatherings and join with 

one another.  The more we get together the stronger our connections 

grow; the more our knowledge of one another, the more we care for and 

our love for one another can flourish; and the better we can to do God’s 

glory. Events are open to everyone in or outside the hosting region. See 

what your region is planning and plan to attend or share with a friend. 

  

North-West Region 

      April 21 – Meal & Fellowship 
 

South-East Region 

      May 20 - Fargo/Moorhead Marathon Volunteering. 

      Summer – Family Picnic 

 

South-West and South-Central Regions 

      April 21 – Meal & Planning 

 

If you would like to know more about any of the above mentioned 

gatherings, or you have suggestions/ ideas for your region please contact 

Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections and Records, at 701-

772-0783 or pnpmission@gmail.com.  

 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for He 

has done marvelous things…Shout for 

joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into 

jubilant song with music; make Music 

to the Lord with the harp, and the 

sound of singing” 

 
–Psalm 98: 1, 4-5 (NIV) 
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IRS MILEAGE RATES 
     Beginning on January 1, 2017, the standard 

mileage rates for the use of a vehicle will be: 

 53.5 cents per mile for business miles driven 

(the Presbytery reimburses 60% of the IRS 

rate) 

 17 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes 

 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations 

    The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual 

study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile. 

The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the variable 

costs as determined by the same study.  

 

HEALTHY BOUNDARY TRAINING FOR 

TEACHING ELDERS 
     The Presbytery of the Northern Plains will 

be hosting boundary training for pastoral 

leaders on Thursday, March 9, 2017, at Grandin 

Presbyterian Church of Grandin, ND. The 

training will begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude 

by 4:00 p.m. Laurie Elhard, Administrator for Communication 

and Finance, and Alissa Anderson, Administrator for Connections 

and Records, will be leading the session. This training has been 

designed with the pastoral leader in mind, however all are 

welcome. You MUST attend the entire training in order to 

receive the certificate and to fulfill the Sexual Misconduct 

Policy and Procedures (P-2.0200) requirement. 
      Everyone is highly encouraged to attend. Please contact the 

presbytery office to registrar at 701-772-0783 or 

pnpmission@gmail.com, by March 2, 2017. 

 

ECO-PALMS FOR HOLY WEEK 
     To celebrate Palm Sunday, the Presbyterian Hunger Program 

partners with Eco-Palms to bring branches worthy of celebration. 

Conventionally, palms are harvested in rainforests that are critical 

habitats for migrating birds. The more fronds harvesters cut, the 

more income they generate, which results in over-harvesting and 

threatens the rainforest. But Eco-Palms ensure fair wages, 

environmental protection training, and development assistance for 

harvesting communities throughout the rainforests of Guatemala 

and Mexico.  Palms are harvested sustainably and processed in the 

harvesting communities, ensuring more of the benefit goes to the 

workers and towns where the palms are grown.  Last year, almost 

1,000 congregations in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

purchased Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday. Order Deadline is 

March 18, 2017. For additional details and ordering information 

call 651-487-7189 or go to: 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/enough/eco-

palms/. 

 

PRESBYTERY MEETING 
     The Next Presbytery meeting will be on April 21-22, 2017, at 

Community Presbyterian Church of West Fargo.  The educational 

focus for the meeting will be leadership development and the new 

Presbytery structure. More information coming soon. . .  

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   March 1 Ash Wednesday 

   March 1 Youth Connection cc  

   March 9 Healthy Boundary Training at 

Grandin Presbyterian Ch. (pg 4) 

   March 9 Committee on Ministry meeting 

   March 16 Council cc 

   April 5 Youth Connection cc 

   April 14 Good Friday, office closed 

   April 21-22 Annual Presbytery Meeting at 

Community Presbyterian Church 

of West Fargo 

   April 28-30 Spring Youth Retreat (pg 3) 

   April 29 PW Spring Gathering at First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Moorhead at 10:00 a.m. (pg 3) 

   October 6-7 Fall Presbytery Meeting at First 

Presbyterian Church of Hallock 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian 

community which nourishes ministry and 

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors: Donna Monteith, Rhonda Myers, 

Lana Schultz, Michael Lochow, Alissa Anderson, 

and Laurie Elhard. 

 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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