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GRATITUDE IS A LIFE STYLE  
By: Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle, moderator of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

Because of the sudden passing of my brother, and my need to fly to 

Utah, this month's meditation is a repeat from November 2015. I 

trust the message still resonates with you. My brother lived a life of 

gratitude. This meditation is in memory of Fred Dunnell. 
 

     We recently observed, or some might say 

endured, another night of trick-or-treating. 

Since my husband and I live on the edge of 

town, and I no longer teach young children, and 

our own kids have long flown the nest, we 

generally don't have the hoards of masked 

children on the doorstep anymore. However, we did hand out treats 

to enough kids to get a reading on the “thank you” meter. I found the 

vast majority of the masked tricksters were polite and did not need 

their parents to remind them of their manners. However, when older 

kids came knocking, they were inclined to grab a handful of treats 

and run to the next lit porch. Somewhere between youngsters and 

tweensters, a thankful spirit had been tossed aside.  

     In the fast approaching season of Thanksgiving, we are reminded 

to be thankful for our many blessings. Perhaps we will be sitting 

down to a Thanksgiving feast. When we offer our thanks through our 

table prayers, do we take time to really think about how our food got 

to our tables? The old song used as a table grace, Back of the Bread, 

gives us a little window into the process of “bread to table.” 

 

Back of the bread is the flour, and back of the flour is the 

mill, and back of the mill is the wind and the rain, 

and the Father's will. 
 

There was a picture going around social media a while back showing 

a family sitting around a well presented meal offering thanks. The 

rest of the picture has a farmer in the field saying, “You're welcome.”  

       In 1 Thess. 5:18 we read that we are to be thankful in all 

circumstances. We find that gratitude is not seasonal, nor is it 

situational. The very word “thanksgiving” gives us a clue. Other 

holidays don't have the word “thank” in their titles, but we certainly 

are grateful at Christmas for the birth of our Savior, and at Easter for 

the promise of our resurrections and our gratitude is evident on 

secular celebrations such as birthdays and anniversaries of special events. Christ gave thanks for the bread and wine at the 

last supper. He gave thanks before sharing the meal with the 5,000. Paul thanks God whenever he remembers the saints in 

Philippi. With thanksgiving, present your requests to God, Phil. 4:6. So as I said a few sentences back, gratitude is not 

seasonal, nor is it situational. Check out your concordance and you will find numerous references regarding giving thanks. 

     If you keep a prayer journal, it might be helpful to have a section for thanksgiving. A section where “thank you” notes 

are written to God. We are receivers of miracles every day. Perhaps not as dramatic as those recorded in scripture, but 

miraculous still. Maybe you don't consider waking up each morning a miracle. Well for some who are close to death, this 

qualifies as miraculous. A meal that appears out of nowhere is a miracle for those who hunger. Medication that allows a  

 

Continue on page 2. 

 

PRAYER JOYS/CONCERNS 

 

John Whitcomb, Ruling Elder of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks, passed 

away on October 21, 2016. John was very 

active in the presbytery in the past. Please 

keep the Whitcomb family in your prayers. 
 

William "Bill" Crow, Ruling Elder of First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks, passed 

away on October 22, 2016. Please keep the 

Crow family in your prayers.  
 

Fred Dunnell, brother of Sylvia Pringle 

(current Moderator of the Presbytery of the 

Northern Plains), passed away 

recently.  Please keep Sylvia and the whole 

Dennell family in your prayers.  
 

Please pray that God’s love will work 

through us, our churches, our communities, 

and our world for peace, compassion, and 

justice for all. 
 

Please pray for our congregations in 

transition and for those in need of healing. 
 

Please join in prayer for the leadership of 

the Presbytery and the church in every time 

and place as we move forward in God’s 

service. 
 

Please hold our Chogoria partners in your 

prayers. 
 

If you or someone from your congregations would like 

a prayer concern/joy to be sent out to the Presbytery, 

please contact the office at pnpoffice@gmail.com or 

call 701-772-0783.  If the request is on behalf of 

someone else, please check with them before 

requesting. 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


longer life is miraculous. Getting supplies of food, water, and medicines to hard to reach areas, and to victims of terrorist  

activity or climate catastrophes are evidences of miracles.      

    God is constantly looking to amaze us by his goodness. We can't go through our daily lives with no thought to our 

blessings and no thought to the giver of those blessings. I hope you recognize so many reasons to be grateful that you run 

out of stationery as you send your many “thank you notes” to God.  In all things, give thanks. 

 

PRESBYTERY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
By: Michael Lochow, Ruling Elder, Stated Clerk 
     The 115th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains was held on 

October 14 and 15, 2016, at the First Presbyterian Church of Rolla/St. John. There 

were a number of very important events which occurred which will affect the 

direction of the presbytery. 

      The first was the approval of the report of the Implementation Task Force 

presented by Teaching Elder Paul Lang. A task force has been working for some time 

looking at the structure of the Presbytery. Lang outlined the reworking of the 

committee structure, the council, and the stages in the implementation process to take 

place over the next year. (See article on page 3.) 

      The eight proposed amendments to the Book of Order were presented and 

debated. Amendments 16-A through 16-G were approved on Saturday morning. The 

eighth, 16-H Revised Directory for Worship, evoked a number of questions about the 

section on baptism. As a result, commissioners acted to postpone the vote on 16-H 

until the 2017 spring meeting of presbytery to allow more time for research on the 

proposed baptism changes.  

      Three presentations were made concerning the 222nd General Assembly held in 

June 2016 in Portland, Oregon. Ruling Elder Sylvia Pringle spoke from a 

commissioners’ 

perspective, Teaching 

Elder Donna Monteith 

presented on the Doctrine 

of Discovery, and Stated Clerk Michael Lochow gave an 

overall view of the general assembly process and 

opportunities. 

      Following the report of the Dickinson Administrative 

Commission (DAC) commissioners approved a 

recommendation to dissolve the Commission.  The interest in a 

new worshipping community in Dickinson waned after the 

turndown in oil exploration and some members of the DAC 

retiring and some taking calls outside the presbytery. 

     Finally, the 2017 budget was approved and Teaching Elder 

Donna Monteith was installed as presbytery moderator in the 

class of 2018. 

      If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or toll free at 1-

800-243-3532, or by email at pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
     The South-Central Ministry Region is organizing the opportunity for those around the 

presbytery to enjoy the wonderful musical talents of the University of Jamestown choir. 

Their annual Christmas concert will be held at the Jamestown St. James Basilica on 

Sunday, December 11, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. and it is free.  

     This will be a wonderful time to enjoy wonderful Christmas music and the fellowship of 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. So invite the family, friends and neighbors to attend with 

you.  

     Due to limited number of seats, we do request that you RSVP with Alissa Anderson, Administrator of Connections and 

Records, at pnpmission@gmail.com or 701-772-0783, by November 14, 2016.   

  

2017 PER CAPITA 
      2017 Per Capita was approved at the October 

Presbytery Meeting. The per capita apportionment is 

based on the funds necessary for the Presbytery/ 

Synod/General Assembly to do their essential 

ecclesiastical work. 

       2017 Per Capita Apportionment breakdown is: 

General Assembly                     $   7.50  

Synod of Lakes & Prairies        $   5.30 

Northern Plains Presbytery       $ 31.20 

Total 2017 Per Capita           $ 44.00   

      The Presbytery office has a free brochure which 

will help individuals understand the fundamentals of 

Per Capita and Unified mission.  If you would like to 

receive a copy, please contact the office at 701-772-

0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Moderator Sylvia Pringle (right) 

with Moderator Elect Donna 

Monteith at the close of the 

October 2016 Presbytery 

Meeting. 

mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pnpmission@gmail.com
mailto:pnpoffice@gmail.com


NEW COMMITTEE POD STRUCTURE PLAN APPROVED 
By: Laurie Elhard, Administrator for Communications and Finance 

    A new structure for how the Presbytery of the Northern Plains (PNP) will accomplish its responsibilities and tasks has 

been approved at the October 2016 Presbytery Meeting.  In addition, Sylvia Pringle, Moderator, appointed an Enactment 

Task Force (ETF) to carry out the implementation plan which was designed as a tool to provide the critical steps in 

developing and fulfilling the new structure. If all goes well and the timeline goals are meet, the new structure will be 

operational by October 2017. 

     The new structure was created to address several different obstacles PNP was facing. The primary goal is to 

accomplish the tasks of Presbytery more efficiently.  In addition, the current committee structure calls for certain positions 

to be filled by PC(USA) teaching elders.  As the number of leaders with this qualification decrease within the presbytery, 

it’s becoming more difficult for the Nominating Committee to fill these positions. Other obstacles identified are: 

decreased membership, outsized committee structures (157 committee/commissioner/team members), geographical 

limitations, lack of training, unbalanced workload between committees, aging leadership, etc. 

    At this point in time the only tasks/ responsibilities outline in the new structure are those outlined in the Book of Order. 

Over the next year, additional tasks will be identified as potential priorities to the new structure after prayer discernment 

and discussions. Those options will be brought forward for consideration at the October 2017 Presbytery Meeting. 

    The new structure breaks down the Presbytery responsibilities into four pods 

of core responsibilities – MISSION, LEADERSHIP, CARE FOR 

CONGREGATIONS, and CARE FOR PASTORAL LEADERS. Each one of 

these four pods would have a chairperson and “task leaders” would be assigned 

to a task. Each task leader would be part of a pod with other task leaders. A 

chairperson would oversee the pod to make sure the task leaders are 

accomplishing their assigned tasks. 
     The new structure which are being called pods, would be the same as a 

committee in our current structure. However, each task of responsibilities 

assigned to a pod would have a task leader. These task leaders make up the 

membership of the pod. Depending on the scope of the task assigned one person 

may be responsible to ensure the task is completed and report back to the pod. 

However, if a task is large in scale additional people may be recruited to ensure 

the task is completed. If this happens, it would be similar to how Council or the 

Committee on Ministry has sub-committee’s which report to them.  

     The new structure depends on significant participation from every 

congregation. Therefore, each congregation will be asked to elect at least one 

Ruling Elder to serve at the Presbytery level.  Congregations over 100 members may be asked to elect additional Ruling 

Elder(s) to aid in the responsibilities of the Presbytery.   

     Benefits of the plan are: 

 The new structure will allow the PNP to focus on the true priorities and tasks mandated by the Book of Order. It 

will allow for the Presbytery to take healthy steps in removing tasks form our current structure that no longer fit 

into the life and mission of the Presbytery. 

 Individuals, Teaching and Ruling Elders within the Presbytery will only be asked to hold one leadership (Pod or 

Task Leader) position at a time. While the number of individuals holding elected a leadership position will 

decrease to a more manageable number, the number of voices heard within the system will increase. This increase 

will come from more active participation from Commissioners from PNP congregations. 

 Education is a significant component of this new structure. The idea is to allow an individual (or small group) to 

focus and gain the training needed to become knowledgeable in that given area.  

 Terms are shorter in length which allows for more flexibility. It is believed that this will decrease the chance for 

individuals to become “burned out” from Presbytery work. With less “burn out” there is improved chance of 

success and energy at the Presbytery and congregation level. 

 The Pod structure will create an atmosphere of accountability by having each pod member being responsible for 

completion of a task either mandated by the Book of Order or set as a priority of the Presbytery. The pod will act 

not only as a clearinghouse of ideas and training but also a place to encourage and support each other to 

completed the tasks at hand. 

    More information about this coming soon. Everyone is encouraged to read the full Presbytery Committee 

Restructuring Plan which can be found as part of the Council Report to Presbytery. If you have additional 

questions, please contact the Presbytery Office at 701-772-0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com.  
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NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
     Congratulations to the following people, who were elected to a 

Presbytery Committee and start their new responsibilities January 

2017: 

Moderator, Class of 2018  Donna Monteith (TE)*** 

Vice Moderator, Class of 2018  Deanna Reikow (TE)*** 

Council -  Chair   Mary Holtey (TE) 

Committee on Ministry 

     Class of 2018  Cathie Bishop (TE) ** 

     Class of 2019 (2)  Gracia Fulwiler, Fargo* 

     Class of 2019  Dixon Moorhead, WF 

     Class of 2019  Sylvia Pringle, Jamestown 

     Class of 2019  David Reiter (TE) 

     Class of 2019  Deb Burger-Peery (TE) 

Committee on Nominations 

     Class of 2018    Elizabeth Swee, Moorhead** 

     Class of 2019    Donna Monteith (TE) 

     Class of 2019 (2)    Mary Meeker, Mandan * 

     Class of 2019    Rick Raum (TE) 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

     Class of 2019 (2)  Marge Landwehr (TE)* 

     Class of 2019  Erik Swee, Moorhead  

Committee on Representation 

      Class of 2019 (2)   Elizabeth Sherfy, Jamestown* 

Self-Development of People Committee 

       Class of 2019 (2)  David Suk (TE)* 

       Class of 2019  Sharon Georgeson, Bdecan 

       Class of 2019  JoAnn Zutz, Red Lake Falls 

Session Records 

       Class of 2019 (2)  Denise Olson, Red Lake Falls*  

Permanent Judicial Commission 

       Class of 2022  Fred MacGregor, Grand Forks 

       Class of 2022  Johnny Rhoad (TE) 

Synod Commissioners 

       YAAD Commissioner Holly Tweed, Casselton 

        Ruling Elder Commission Mary Barret, East Grand Forks 

Clearwater Forest Rep. 
       Class of 2019  Nancy Emerson (TE) 

 

     The Committee on Nominations is always seeking people who are 

interested in serving on various Presbytery committees. If you feel 

you have been called to serve the Presbytery as a committee member 

or someone you know would be interested in serving, please contact 

Hazel Merdink, Nominating Committee Chair, 218-773-1832, or the 

Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 or email pnpoffice@gmail.com. 
 

*Re-elected for a second term. 

** Filling empty seat on committee, position starts immediately. 
***Their position also holds a position on the Presbytery’s Council. 

(TE) – Teaching Elder member of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

 

PLANNING CALENDARS  
      The Presbytery office has 2016-2017 Presbyterian Planning 

Calendars for sale for $9.35 plus shipping cost. If interested in 

purchasing one, please contact the Presbytery office at 701-772-0783 

or email pnpoffice@gmail.com.  It's on a first come, first served basis 

and no additional calendars will be purchased once supplies have run 

out.   

Presbytery’s Calendar 

 

   Nov 8 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Nov 9 Youth Connection cc  

   Nov 17 Council Meeting 

   Nov 24-25 Thanksgiving break, office 

closed 

   Dec 13 Committee on Ministry cc 

   Dec 10  Human Rights Day 

   Dec 11 University of Jamestown Annual 

Christmas Concert 

   Dec 15 Council cc 

   Dec 23-Jan 2  Christmas and New Year 

Holidays, Office closed 

   Jan 19  Council cc 

   Jan 31-Feb 2 COM/CPM Training 

   Feb 17-18 Youth Winter Retreat 

   Feb 18 NE Officer Training 

   March 9 Healthy Boundaries Training 

 

cc = Conference Call 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

The Presbytery office is open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Due to meeting 

schedules, please call before stopping by to make 

sure someone will be at the office. 
 

 

PNP vision statement: 

“A vibrant, informed, Presbyterian  

community which nourishes ministry and  

joins in Christ’s mission.” 

 

Would you like to receive the Light of the Northern 

Plains electronically?  You can by signing up for 

the paperless edition. It costs nothing. To sign up, 

simply email pnpoffice@gmail.com and request to 

be put on the electronic newsletter list. 

 
 
Light of the Northern Plains is published under the 

Council of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains.  

 

Contributors:  Sylvia Pringle, Michael Lochow, 

Alissa Anderson, and Laurie Elhard. 
 

Article deadline for the Light is the twenty-fifth of 

the month.  Items may be sent to: 

Laurie Elhard 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 

5555 South Washington Street Suite A 

Grand Forks, ND  58201 

701-772-0783 

pnpoffice@gmail.com  
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